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From the Editor 
Tracie Latter 
 
Welcome to our new-look 
ChurchLIFE! If you are familiar 
with ChurchLIFE you will notice 
that we have moved to a new 
style that we hope keeps the same 
quality content, while making 
some improvements to the look 
and readability of the magazine. 
 
Why  publish ChurchLIFE? Good 
question and there are a few good 
reasons: 
 
1. For Central Church regulars, 
ChurchLife provides information 
about what has happened and 
what is happening around the 
church. We realise that as we 
grow, it becomes harder to keep 
everyone in the loop about church 
news, new ideas and events. 
ChurchLIFE is part of that 
communication process. 
 
2. ChurchLIFE also creates 
community. It is OUR magazine. 
The stories are designed not only 
to inform, but to draw us 
together. They are stories for 
Central Church and about Central 
Church. The Central Community 
section on the back page is a place 
where you can place a notice or 
find another church member to 
connect with. 
 
3. Finally, for those who are new 
to Central or who maybe have not 
even attended one of our services 
or events, we hope that by picking 
up ChurchLIFE you get a little 
snapshot of church life at Central. 
 
So read and enjoy! 
Tracie  
tracie@centralchurch.net.au 
 

 

From the Senior Pastor 
Scott Muir 
 
John shuffles into the back of the 
church and finds a seat by himself. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǿŜƛǊŘΦ WƻƘƴ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ 
ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƛƴŎŜΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
even remember. He tries not to 
ƭƻƻƪ ŎƻƴǎǇƛŎǳƻǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘΦ 
²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ 
always feel like you stick out like a 
witchety grub at a kookaburra 
convention. People all around 
seem to be having a good time; 
chatting, shaking hands, laughing. 
A few people are setting up some 
chairs. Others are organising 
coffee and tea. They all seem 
comfortable, like thŜȅΩǊŜ 
supposed to be there. John 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  
 
His immediate urge is to slip 
straight back out the door.  That 
would be a whole stack easier. But 
then, a man, face smiling, hand 
outstretched, is coming straight 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƘƛƳΦ άDΩŘŀȅΣ LΩƳ tŜǘŜΣέ ƘŜ 
ǎŀȅǎΦ ά/ŀƴ L Ƨƻƛƴ ȅƻǳΚέ 
 
Can you remember what ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
going somewhere new for the first 
time? Your first day in a new job 
or starting a new course at TAFE 
ƻǊ ¦ƴƛΦ LǘΩǎ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
confronting. 
 
People who have gone to church, 
the same church, for a long time, 
often think it is easy to join a 
church. Just show up and join in! 
.ǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ ²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ 
an age where church attendance 
is not the norm. Most people in 
Ipswich would find church like 
foreign soil.  
 
By the grace of God, some of them 
muster up the courage to come. 
{ƻƳŜ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ L ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ  

week to a lady who told me about 
her friend who thought it would  
be good to get her children into a 
ȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ōǳǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
know how to break in to a church 
community.  
 
Helping people feel at home at 
/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 
responsibility. We are a family, 
but not a closed family. Admission 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ 
up to God. He sends us out to 
invite people in and he sends 
people to us and expects us to 
embrace them, just as He 
embraces us.  
 
IƻǿΚ LǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ. Think 
about what would make you feel 
comfortable in a new place. Here 
are some ideas: 

 
{ŀȅ DΩŘŀȅ 
5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΤ ƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ know someone, say 
hello. People like talking about 
themselves so ask them where 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦǊƻƳΦ 
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Show them Around 
Help them work out how we do 
things and where things are. If 
ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƪƛŘǎΣ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ 
KidzCentral. Even introduce them 
to Keryn or a leader. Tell them 
about morning tea and supper. 
 
Sit with Them 
It relieves so much tension when 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ  
ȅƻǳΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ 
tend to feel isolated and awkward.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meet Jeremy Butler 

When it comes to moving towns 
ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ LΩŘ ǘƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ǘƘŀǘ 
would consider me an expert.  
New towns, new churches and 
new people never seems to get 
easier with experience.  So when I 
stepped into Central I brought 
along the usual fears that I would 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ άŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴέΣ ōǳǘ 
was happily proved wrong.  The 
transition to the Central Church 
family has been welcomed by 
genuine and visioned believers.  
LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L Ŏŀƴ 
share with, serve with and call 
home. 
 

 
YƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ 
difference it makes for a new 
person just to have someone sit 
with them. 
 
Invite them Over 
Meals at home are the usual way 
we show we care. So invite 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƴŜǿ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
have to bring out the best china 
and a 4 course meal. In fact, most 
people appreciate being part of 
your home life just the way it 
ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ 
with one another and letting them 
into your world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meet Briony Kenneth 

LΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 
moved  from 
Victoria and it 
was really 
important for 
me to find a 
new church. 
First I went to 

the traditional service. I 
immediately felt welcomed and it 
was really good to meet people 
over a cup of tea after the service.  
I filled out a Communication Card 
and was rung that week and 
invited to homegroup.  Going to 
homegroup has been a great way 
ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 
and to meet new people. I now 
attend the family service and am 
really enjoying the Bible based 
service and friendly atmosphere.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The early Christians were great at 
this. Luke gives us insight into 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ 
broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere 
ƘŜŀǊǘǎέ ό!Ŏǘǎ нΥпсύΦ 
 
Invite them to Homegroup 
Best connections are made at 
homegroup. So talk to new people 
about getting into a group. Invite 
them to yours.  
 
DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎemble 
our Heavenly Father. He has an 
open heart to all people. Do you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meet John and Fay Arnold 

We have become regulars at the 
traditional service since early this 
year when Scott introduced "The 
Big Life" beatitudes series. We 
could hardly wait for Sunday to 
come around, to reflect on each 
new segment.. When Fay's dear 
93 year old mother passed away 
we were absent for a few weeks, 
but on our return it was evident 
that we had been truly missed. It 
is indeed a rich blessing to be part 
of such a caring and aware church 
family.   
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God is the God of the foreigner 
and he calls on his people to also 
love those who find themselves 
for whatever reason in a foreign 
ƭŀƴŘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŦŜƭǘ 
out of place, even if it was only to 
a new city. Imagine then, moving 
your family to a country where 
everyone looks different, acts 
different, talks different and sees 
life different.  
 
More and more people from 
overseas are settling in Ipswich 
and this is our opportunity to 
show that we are the people of 
the God of the foreigner.  
 
So what can we do to help?  
I asked John Bithoin how regular 

Aussies with big hearts can help 
new Aussies find their way 
around. John, his wife Rachel and 
their young family came to  
Australia as refugees from The 
Sudan 5 years ago. 
 
John told me that even the 
simplest of things can be hard in  
a totally new  environment.              
 
ά/ƻƻƪƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άƛǘǎ ŀƭƭ ƴŜǿΦ 
²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ cook. We 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
ōǳȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
know any recipes for even simple 
ƳŜŀƭǎΦέ 
 
So how can you 
help? Simply by 
inviting a family 

around home and cooking a meal 
together.  
 
Show them what you cook. Show 
them the recipe book. Write out 
your favourite recipe for them so 
they can cook it at home. It 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻǳǊƳŜǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ 
something that the whole family  
would enjoy and for which the 
ingredients are easy to buy from 
the supermarket. Or better still, 
take them shopping with you. Let 
them see the things you buy. And 
then later, write it down for them. 
 
 

 
 
 


