2 GROUP STUDIES
ABOUT BIBLICAL PEACE

DEAL

WwiTH 1T

Blessed are the peacemakers for
they shall be called sons of God
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INTRODUCHON

Our lives will never be free of conflict, this side of heaven. But how does the Christian deal with
conflict? | know many Christians who struggle personally with the extremes of ‘attack’ responses on
the one hand, where passions and anger take over. And ‘escape’ responses on the other hand,
which never end up dealing with the issue.

These two studies and the related sermon series are designed to give you a framework for dealing
with issues of conflict. As usual, you will learn most about a practical issue like this by discussing it
together. The beauty of homegroups is that you have the opportunity to learn from one another,
help one another and pray for one another. | trust that you are developing relationships both
within group times and at other times during the week that mean you are feeling safe to discuss
personal issues like this. A degree of vulnerability is a good thing. Develop and nurture this within
the group - respect it too! It is precious.

May God bless you and help you grow in Christ-likeness as you hear from Him while studying his
word.

Scott Muin
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PERSONAL CONFLICT

For Starters

We cannot avoid personal conflicts. Virtually every day there will be some issue of difference between you
and another human being, such as ...

your kids who want to watch tv when you have insisted that they tidy their rooms

your elderly father who is refusing to accept support in his old age

your teacher who has marked your essay too hard

your spouse who wants to move house but you do not

your boyfriend who says the relationship is no longer working

your cousin who always wants to borrow money

E R ]

You could probably identify many examples in your own circumstances. What principles or criteria do you
generally apply in deciding whether to deal with an issue and how to deal with an issue? Brainstorm this
amongst the group.

By the time you are looking at this study, you will have heard two sermons about dealing with personal
conflict. The first concerned getting the log out of your own eye before going to somebody else about their
problems. This requires gospel humility and the ability to identify ungodly personal motives or attitudes.
The second sermon gave guidance on how to approach the other party or parties in a personal dispute.

In this study, we will look at some examples of personal conflict in the Bible and see how they were
handled. We will then look at other passages that will re-inforce the biblical way of dealing with conflict.

Biblical Examples of Conflict
Break into small groups. In those groups, look at one of these passages where there was conflict.
9 Philemon (yes, the whole book!)
 Acts9:26-31
1 Galatians 2:11-20
 3John9-10
From the passage, answer as many of these questions as possible and then report back to the group:
f Who was in conflict?
I What was the conflict over (think about the actual argument and what was underlying it)?

I What action was taken or recommended to be taken?

9 What principles can we learn from this passage?
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Biblical Principles for Resolving Conflict

Look up these passages. After reading and discussing them, come up with a new set of principles that will

help you deal biblically with conflict in the future:

Matthew 7:3-5

Matthew 5:23-24

Matthew 5:43-45

Matthew 7:12

Matthew 18:15-17

Romans 12:17-21

Galatians 6:1

1 Corinthians 5:1-5

Ephesians 4:14-16

Ephesians 4:29-32

Proverbs 12:1

Proverbs 17:27

Proverbs 19:11

Proverbs 27:6

Psalm 37:1-6

James 4:10
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My Principles for Personal Conflict Resolution

Final Thoughts
How might you deal differently with an unbeliever as opposed to a believer? Should there be a difference
and in what circumstances might different principles apply?

Prayer
Pray for any conflicts that you are currently involved in. Pray for the ability to deal with them in a way that
brings glory to God.

Pray for unity amongst believers everywhere.

Special Prayer Points
5 to 9 October

*Pray for the elders as they meet next week

* Pray for Church Camp this weekend and Camp Somerset

* Pray for the Back to Basics course starting next week
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INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT

Introduction
If God’s people are to be peacemakers, should they ever be involved in war? This can be a tricky issue and
Christians differ on it. In studying an issue like peacemaking, | thought it might be good for us to look at the

broader question of international conflict so we can think biblically about it.

For Starters

Dietrich Bonheoffer (pictured) is a famous Christian. He is the author of many a'yg‘
. . . .. ., . . . |y

books, including ‘The Cost of Discipleship’. Bonheoffer lived in Germany during PN

Hitler’'s Nazi regime. As a Christian, Bonheoffer was opposed to Hitler’s ideals 7

and when war broke out, continued to be outspoken and active against the
German war effort. Bonhoeffer and a number of other Christians were so
concerned about the Nazi regime that they believed the assassination of Hitler
would be the most effective action they could take. On July 20, 1944, they
undertook a failed assassination attempt. They planted a bomb in a room where
Hitler was meeting. The bomb detonated, but Hitler was unhurt in the blast (the
events of this assassination attempt have been made into the recent movie
Valkyrie, although Bonhoeffer is not mentioned in the movie). Bonheoffer’s role
in the plot was later discovered and he was hanged on April 9, 1945. 3 g

A} 188

Question: Is it ever right for a Christian to use immoral means if you believe it is the only way to deal with
an immoral foe?

Old Testament War and War Today
In arguing that God approves of war, many people go straight to the instances in the Old Testament where
God sends his people into cities to wage war against them (eg. 1 Samuel 23:1-5).

How is war involving the people of Israel in the Old Testament different from war today? You might need to
think about ...

The identity of the nation of Israel (Exodus 3:20) ...

The general purpose of the battles (Genesis 15:13-16; Psalm 106:34-36) ...

Does modern warfare share those same principles (John 18:36)?
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Christians and War Today

War today is not about God’s people representing Him in judgment against sin. Much like interpersonal
conflict, war comes about because of sinful attitudes and actions. Because war is a consequence of sin, it is
not something God delights in. His desire for humankind is described in Isaiah 2, that swords shall be
beaten into plowshares and spears into pruning hooks and nations shall not lift up swords against other
nations. But while ever people are sinful, the reality of war cannot be ignored. Clearly, New Testament
believers are not to advance the kingdom by waging war! But war happens and Christians will necessarily
be involved in some way.

Look up these verses for help on this complex issue:

Romans 13:4

Exodus 22:2-3 (be careful to consider the circumstances here)

Habakkuk 1:13

Exodus 20:13

Luke 3:14

My Principles Concerning Christians and Modern-day Warfare
Note some principles and conclusions below:

Jesus the Warrior

While we are to be people of peace, never fall into the trap of thinking of Jesus solely in terms of being
‘gentle Jesus meek and mild.” Jesus was a peacemaker, but achieving peace meant warfare. The Biblical
picture of Jesus is of a divine warrior who waged war in the spiritual realms. Read Colossians 2:13-15 and
Revelation 19:11-21. Why is Jesus as warrior an important image for us to see and understand?

Further Discussion
Think again about Bonheoffer. Did he do the right thing? Special Prayer Points

12 to 16 October

Would you ever recommend a young Christian to go into the | *Pray for the Commitment series, that

def f ? .

erence forces the church would renew its

commitment to Jesus and the work of
His Kingdom

For Prayer g

Pray for peace in war ravaged parts of the world.
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A ChecKlist for Biblical Conflict Resolution
0! RIFLIJISR FTNRY Th8Keademaf@dRS Qa 0221

Apply these four basic principles:

M® Df 2 NA fi&orimdhdai 1088 X
C Depending on and drawing on his grace
C Doing all I can to be a peacemaker just as my heavenly Father is a peacemaker
C Remembering that my God'’s reputation is affected by how | deal with others
C Asking God for his strength and power to honour him in this situation

H® DSG GKS f 23 (Raiew25F &2dzNJ S&S o0& X
C Deciding if it is really worth fighting over
C Examining my own motivations - am | making an idol out of something?
C Examining my own conduct - am | trying to manipulate or control others? Have | treated others
as | would have wanted to be treated?
C Examining my words - have | spoken to anybody about this issue or person in a reckless or
hurtful way?
C Repenting of my sinful acts and omissions by:
a. Addressing everyone | have affected
b. Avoiding the words if, but and maybe
c. Admitting specifically what | have done wrong
d. Acknowledging how | have hurt others
e. Accepting consequences for my actions
f. Altering my attitudes for the future
g. Asking for forgiveness

od DSyife (@bt@risemNB o6& X
C Asking God to help me know how to approach the person
C Speaking face to face with the people involved
C Taking the initiative, instead of waiting for others to come to me
C Refusing to ignore or overlook it if:
a. the conduct is dishonouring God
b. it has damaged our relationship
c. it is hurting or might hurt other people
d. it is hurting the offender
C Listening to what the other person has to say
C Making charitable judgments by believing the best about others until | have facts that prove
otherwise
C Speaking the truth in love
C Stand alongside people, not above them
C Restoring them to Christ
C Using the Bible responsibly
C Suggesting that we seek external help or advice if needed
C Asking others to meet with us and help us
C If necessary, seeking help from church leadership and respecting their authority

n® D2 YR 0S5 (Mafows2QAt SR o0& X
C Asking God to help you forgive
C Refusing to dwell on the incident once it is resolved, including not talking with others
C Refusing to allow this incident to stand between the relationship
C Refusing to repay evil with evil and instead doing good to the other person
C Loving my enemy
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GROUP PRAYER JOURNAL

WEEK = WE PRAYED FOR ANSWERED
1

FURTHER READING & RESOURCES

Personal Peacemaking
Jerry Bridges. ¢ NJ YA FT2NNXAY 3 DNI OSY [ A QDAY INavprdsy. IR Sy (1 f &

Timothy Lane and Paul David Tripp, HowPeople Chang&lew Growth Press. 2006.

C.J. Mahaney. Living the Cross Centred LN&ultnomah. 2006.

John Piper, Future GraceMultomah. 1995.

Ken Sande, The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal CBaktkeBooks. 1991.
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www.hispeace.org - the official website of Ken Sande’s Peacemaker Ministries.

Warfare
John Stott. New Issues Facing Christians Todaydervan. 1999.
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Central Homegroups are a Ministry of the Discipleship Portfolio

5ECENTRALCHURCH IPSWICH

www.centralchurch.net.au
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