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H OMEGROUPS AT CENTRAL CHURCH

Thanks for Being Part of a Homegroup

Central homegroups are the backbone to our church. Sunday services are important, but in homegroups

there is greater opportunity for learning together, serving together, caring together, praying together and
doinglifel 2 3SGKSNIP D2RQ& LIS2LX S INBX y20 al SR Ayid2 Aaz
of that community is in homegroups.

Making the Most of Your Homegroup Time

lYyeUiKAY3 $g2NIK R2AY3I A& 62NIK R2AYy3I  wheBrbup 88 ant KI G Q:
AYLRNIFY(Gd O2YYAGYSYy(d Ay @2dzNJ f ATSQad NRdAziAySad ¢ KSN
0SYSTAlU 2dzi 2F GKS 3ANRdAzZLI YR a2 (KIFG @2dz FNB | oS

Be There: Your presence encourages others. It means you are not only committed to the
group, but to the other members of the group. Being inconsistent sends a negative
message to everyone else.

Prayer: Pray for the people in your group, especially your group leader.

Prepare: Read any parts of the Bible that your leader suggests, do any homework that
comes out of the study. It will not be onerous and you will benefit from it.

Care: Be willing to give of yourself to the others in yourgroup. ¢ KS . A0t S &l é&azx
another for love is from God and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
D2R¢ oM W2KYy nYTOO®

Why Do the Same Study?
Central Church has recently moved to a system where all homegroups study the same passage or topic that
was preached on at the Sunday church service. What are the advantages of doing studies this way?

Unity: Doing the same study means all across the church we are learning the same things
at the same time. It can provide topics of conversation across the whole church.

Growth: People learn better when they hear things more than once. People learn better
when they hear things more than once. Marketing people know this. That is why
you see the same commercials on tv over and over again. But it is true. Most
people will only remember one or two points from a Sunday sermon (and they are
usually the stories that are told as illustrations). People learn best when given the
opportunity to talk over the subject matter. By hearing the sermon on Sunday and
then being involved in a homegroup discussion during the week, you will find the
YSaar3asS 2F D2RQa 22NR Aa az2sy Y2NB

X«
w»
w»
r

Relevance: By preparing our own studies, we can be specific about issues that impact all of us
in our time and place. Most group study materials are from America or were
written 10 or 20 years ago and speak to issues of another place or time. You will
find that the studies we prepare will be practical and relevant in Ipswich, today.

You will also find that this booklet provides helpful information about what is happening in and around
Central Church and will give you up to date information about matters for prayer.
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CENTRAL NEWS

FROM THE ELDERS

Below is a brief update concerning some of the agenda items that the Elders have been dealing with of late.
We are thankful for the effort and commitment of our elders and also those involved in the Portfolios who
are a great help in keeping the ministry life of the church functioning and growing.

Church Camp

Many of us travelled to Somerset on the weekend of October 9 to 11 for Church Camp. It was a great
weekend of fellowship, teaching and fun. Rod and Helen Irvine joined us as our special guests. Rod
challenged us by digging into some of the sayings of Jesus that we know well, but do not apply well,
namely, forgiveness, generosity and loving our enemies. Thanks to Thomas McPherson for heading up the
camp again this year.

Executive Pastor Position

A team of elders has been advertising and now sifting through applications for the Executive Pastor position
that will become vacant next year. We have had 14 applications, 6 of whom are from overseas. We plan to
complete the interviews prior to the next session meeting in November. The Congregation will have the
opportunity vote for the proposed candidate at the Congregational Meeting on November 28.

Solomons Team Success

The elders are delighted with the news from the team who recently visited the Solomon Islands to assist
with literacy training. Kim Whitmore did a tremendous job (yet again) and each of the team members are
just raving about their experiences. We are very committed to missions and it is great to see a real
relationship developing with the people on the Solomon Islands. It seems we will have work to do there for
many years. Another team will go to do both building and literacy in September 2010, so start saving now.

ChristmasTogether

52y Qi F2NBSG (KIF G tofbindd Clrigrhad\Eve BefvicelatNits Civic 21all. Rhkry \all bé
no outdoor carols event. Our Worship Portfolio is planning this service to cater for everyone in the church,
as well as many visitors. Our aim is for this to be a unifying night for our church and a blessing to our city.

Video Ezy

It remains our vision to be able to take over the whole of the Video Ezy building at an appropriate time. We
had thought this might be next year, but the Lord has had other ideas! Consequently, Video Ezy will remain
for at least another 12 months (up until the end of May 2011) and we will be praying that we will retake the
premises at that time.

Back to Basics and Membership

We are delighted that more than 20 people have started Back to Basics again this term. Many of these
people are interested in membership at Central Church. It is also great that there is a wide range of ages
and Christian experience represented in the group. Back to Basics is not only for those interested in
membership. We are encouraging all people in the church to come along.

{O02G0Qa 1 2t ARI&a
Scott and Rebecca and the family will take 3 weeks annual leave from Monday November 10.
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FROM THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

Financial Update

Our offering income continues to hover around our target. Thankyou so much for your financial support. A
special thanks to Stan and Jenny who work hard to manage the day to day financial issues of the church. It
is a big job.

The Break In

The office was broken into in September. The offenders gained access by smashing an upper window and
climbing down into the building. We had some cash, keys, a small safe and a laptop stolen and considerable
damage was done, especially to our new security camera system. But not before it recorded the offenders
in the middle of their job. The police were pleased with this evidence and have charged numerous people
with the offence.

Insurancke WllLI ci:'overbmostlnc ngt all of our losses and our new DATE CLAIMERS
master keys had to be replaced. Saturday Oct 24 DdzSaa 2K2Qa
Dinner

Replacing theHall Roof
The roof and some of the timber inside the roof of the hall are | saturday Oct 31 180YOUTH

in need of replacement. We have received $10 000 from the Rock Climbing
Environmental Protection Agency to help pay for this, . .
although the total cost will be considerably more. We are | Saturday Nov7 asSyQa . NBI
hoping work will be commence later in the year. /
Smoking at Central Church Sunday Nov 22 Brigades Parade
While we are not fans of smoking, the Committee realizes that
there are people coming to church who do smoke and we
need to both care for them and ensure we are abiding by
government laws that regulate where people can smoke. Sunday Nov 29 Sunday School Service
Smokers are to keep well clear of the playground and the
main entrances to buildings. We are setting up a designated | Thursday Dec24  Christmas Eve at
smoking area at the rear of the Auditorium. Civic Hall

Saturday Nov 28 180YOUTH Breakup
Congregational meeting

eve r s« CENTRALCHURCH IPSWICH

man’s battle
a man’s fight for purity in a perverted world

This will be the most important men’s event you attend.

- L Y M‘.‘AA

TICKETS MAY BE PURCHASED NOW FROM THE BOOKSTORE OR CHURCH OFFICE. CLOSING DATE: SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1.
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I NTRODUCTION

2 SQNB 2y | YAdaAzZy FTNRY D2RH ! LJ NI FNRY oéxya TlLY
reflect a very true reality for every Christian. God has given us a mission.

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to'fiiéerefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy*&pitit,
teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. Aradysl am with you always, to
the very end of the age(Matthew 28:1820).

CKIFIG YAIKG az2dzyR RIEdzyGAy3ds ©rA /0KdzEY 020N ASRIZA @ 2 @:
GKAE YAaarzayod ¢KFG YSIya 6S [ndtBverwhelhing thgwoldivithii 2 3S G K S
gospel force, but with gospel love, making the saving name of Jesus known. Sadly, looking over the history

of the church, we find that at various times and places, Christians have been less than faithful in joining in

this mission.

G / SYGNYf / KdzZNODKE ¢S R2y Qi syl G2 0SS GK2a$S ¢
YA&AadA2Y KS KFra 3IABSYy dzad ¢KAa ASNARSE 2F aSNyz2y
LIS2LX S F YR 2 dzNJ Y ATaekxHal®nge flordeach @rR& and 4td8yavlllbe $o commit!
Commit to Jesus first and foremost. But in committing to Jesus, you will necessarily be committing to his

mission.

K2
a |

As we launch into this series, | thought it might be worth emphasising our mission and vision statements.
Our mission statement helps us focus: what does Jesus want us to do?

Our mission is to make followers of Jesus by being followers of Jesus.

When we do this, what can we expect our church will look like? What is our preferred F dzii dzZNB K ¢ KI § Q&
our vision statement summaries:

hdzNJ GA&aA2y 2F [/ SYUiNIf [/ KdzZNOK LLJA G A OKentted GKIF (G 0:¢
community of believers, faithful to God and each other which

F® /2YYAGA (2 D2RQ&a 2 2NR
b. Cultivates faithful servants of God

c. Celebrates God

d. Cares for people

e. Calls others to faith in Christ

AAAAA

I 2YYAUYSY(d (2 D2RQ&a 2 2 MRureApdopldNBUF\isBrOis frRa living® & LIA N
community where no one is spiritually stagmalnstead, everyone is growing more in love with

Jesus every day. This happens best in relationships, so each maturing believer will be connected

in Wordbased relationships with other believers such as homegroups, accountability groups,

and mentoring r&ationships.

Faithful servants of Jesus ampowered peopleready to do his work. Empowered people are
trained and sent to do ministry work, so we will be an equipping church. Our vision is that every
member will know their ministry gifts and strengtlagd that every member will be a minister.

We will invert the 80/20 principle so that 80% of our people are trained and meaningfully
engaged in ministry.
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Our vision is for a community aforshipping peoplewvho love God and whose passion in life is
HisgloB® ¢KAA& gAff 0S RSY2yadNIGSR Ay LI aarazylas
people gather to worship Him in spirit and in truth. We will also demonstrate our love for God in

prayer. Our community will be faithful in prayer, both corporately add/idually.

We will becaring peopleb D2 RQa LIS2LX S t2@0S 2yS y2GKSNJ I yR
they live. We will be the servant hands and feet of Jesus in Ipswich without seeking anything in
return. Hurting and needy people will know Centralil€h cares and that we are a blessing to

each other and to the city of Ipswich.

Our vision is that we will be a churchnoissional people Missional people take the light of Jesus
and let it pierce the darkness of the world. We will be askiféingboat, brave enough to leave
the safe waters of our beaedtation and to enter the waters of the city.

My passion is to see many people come to faith in Christ and for those many faithful converts to grow to
maturity in Jesus, joining this life-changing mission.

b2¢ GKIFIGQa a2YSGKAYy3 g2NIK O2YYAdGGAy3d G2H

Commitment Series

The commitment series invites you to partner in that challenge. | trust the sermons and studies will inspire
you take hold of that mission and vision and that you will share the drive that the elders and | have to see
these words turn into reality.

Why do it?
To make the minister happy? No.
I To earn salvation points with God? No.
I To prove you are a good Christian? No.

2Kg R2 ¢S R2 lyeiliKAYy3 Ay ( Khkgurpdselfof dutexisterte - Bidglory, 3 3£ 2 N.
not ours. In truly coming grips with this reality, we step back and see the world as God sees it. We

understand our existence in the context of Eternity. And there we stand in wonder at the God who created

us, loved us, saved us, and gives us the privilege of being part in His eternal work.

LGQa 2yfeée o6KIFIG 6S R2 F2NI D2R GKFG O2dzyda Ay 90GSNYy

Enjoy this series of studies in the book of Philippians.

Your brother in Christ,

Seoll
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A CLOSER LOOK AT PHILIPPIANS

Philippians is a favourite New Testament book for many of us. Sometimes called the book of joy, Philippians

is a very pastoral book. PaulwNRA 1 Sa Y2NB a | FNASYR GKIFy & | St R
however, wheng S NBI f AaS (GKIFId KS Aa gNAGAYT FTNRBY LINRaAZ2Yy )
perspective on life - to live is Christ and to die is gdin21). Paul can rejoice in the face of suffering because

prison is simply another mission field and his time there has served to advance the gospel (1:12).

Why did Paul Write this Letter?

t dzA LI IFYGSR GKS OKdzZNOK Ay t KAf ALILIA fronmyPRildl, KSNY DNEB
Epaphroditus had come to visit Paul in prison and brought news of how the Philippians were progressing in

their faith. Epaphroditus was to help care for Paul in prison since conditions in Roman prisons were not

good. Even being fed was not guaranteed. Epaphroditus also delivered a gift to Paul on their behalf. In the

process, Epaphroditus had become very sick and close to death (2:26-28), but had since recovered and was

well enough to return. Paul wrote this letter for Epaphroditus to deliver to the church.

In it, he thanks them for the gift and for the partnership in doing gospel work. He also wants to reassure
them that he is well and that even time in prison can be used by God for His purposes. He also wishes to
encourage to live a manner worthy of Christ, especially in being humble in relationship with one another,
and to be careful to avoid people who claim that Jewish religious practices are still binding on the church.
(ch. 3:1-11). Such problems are common in New Testament churches and those who demand such
practices are called Judiasers.

A Quotable Book
There are many verses and passages in Philippians that are great to commit to memory. Perhaps as a
group, you might commit to trying to remember some of these:

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain (1:21)

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than
yourselves’Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of
others (2:34).

"But whatever was to my profit | now considess for the sake of Christ (3:7).

3Brothers, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting
what is behind and straining toward what is ahe&ti press on toward the goal to win the prize
for which God has callede heavenward in Christ Jesus (3143.

“Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! (4:4)

®Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to Godnd the peace dBod, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus/(#:6

®Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirablé anything isexcellent or praisewortttythink about
such things (4:8).

And everyone should make themselves very familiar with chapter 2, verses 5 to 11, one of the most famous
and theologically rich passages about Jesus in all of the New Testament.
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A Framework

L (a&ays good to understand the flow of a letter as you are reading it. Sometimes the flow of thoughts in

this letter is a little hard to follow, but below is a reasonable framework to use:

1:1-2 Greeting
1:2-11 t I dzZf Qa ¢KIFy1a | yRnbelidkr® SNI F2NJ G KS
1:12-26 t I dzf Qa 9GSNYyIFf tSNRLSOGAGBS 2y KAA
1:27-2:18 Let Your Humility Shine
2:19-30 t L dzZAf Qa tflya /2yOSNYyAy3d 9L} LIKNRRAGdza
3:1-4:1 Your Righteousness is in Christ, Live like you are His
4:2-19 Pastoral Concerns: Unity, Holiness, Money
4:20-23 Final Greetings
HEADLINES
What are the headlines from the book of Philippians?
twL{hb /!1bQ¢ {¢cht t! [
t | dzf Qa oAGySaa | 62dzi WSadza A& y20 lFo2dzi G2andai
not so good times in life, but both are opportunities to honour Jesus.
HONOUR THE HUMBLE ONE
¢tKS WKeYYQ ola AlG Aa az2yYSiAaysSa OFf Ay OKI

to Jesus and an important challenge to us.

PRESS ON!
Keep on going towards heaven (ch.3). Jesus has called you, so keep your eyes on him.
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PHILIPPIANSGL

HONOUR & ETERI

For Starters

This series of studies co-incides with our Commitment series - a series of talks and studies over 4 weeks
that aim to encourage us towards commitment to Jesus, the church and the mission God has given us.
Think about things in life that you are committed to. What are they and what is it about them that makes
them worthy of your commitment?

Introduction

tbdzA 6Fa Ly WHEf 2N y20KAYy3IQ a2Nl 2F LISNER2Yy D | 2dz
and enthusiasm and as you read it, itia O2y (il 3A2dzad ¢KIF 1 Qa ¢Ke& Ylye LIS
sermons will focus on particular sections, while the studies will dig further into the whole book, as much as

possible.

A Prayer
Read Philippians 1:1-11.

[ A1S Y2aid 27T ttbwith tBeaksgiifg tnd Sayeh LookikKgSverdthis kedibn, make a note of
the things he gives thanks for and then the things he prays for.

Paul Gives Thanks For Paul Prays For

: dl @& &9y O2dzNJ 3 Sh¥ls Yoineorle dvantitiK k& a heftey R 2 F
| KNRAaAGAFYZ S@Sy 6KSYy fAFS A& NRAAKPDPE | 2 g8twyadudzf R @& 2

Qx¢

2 KFG R2 @2dz y20GAOS tHe thiggsiftr which hdzthaRi& Gol INFaWNR 1 A S& A Y

What do these verses tell us about healthy Christian relationships?

Do your prayers reflect similar priorities? In the space below, in your own words, write a prayer for a
Christian friend that echoes the things Paul prays for.b . Y 3h2oyi tié prayer away. We it in your daily devotiors.
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An Eternal Perspective
Read Philippians 1:12-26.

Paul, the eager evangelist, writes this letter from a Roman prison. With that in mind, why might he have
been justified in being discouraged?

What feeling do you get from the words Paul writes?

What does Paul find encouragement and joy from in verses 12-18?

Some people find verses 17 to 18 surprising. Clearly some people were anti-Paul, but were still talking
F62dzi WS&adzaad ! NB @& 2dz &.daIRRshENR updeandwhatzioe® this tél 2o Y Sy (i &
about Paul?

In what circumstances are Christians sometimes critical of other Christians? What principle can we learn
from Paul?

Paul seems to find an audience to tell about Jesus wherever he is. Is this missional attitude common
amongst Christians today? Should we expect it to be?

In verses 19 to 26 Paul talks about life and death - the big eternal picture! Verse 21 is a famous verse that
many of us can quote, but would you say it is true in your life? Why, why not?

Why does Paul decide that staying on earth is important and how does his perspective challenge your own
attitude to your purpose in life?

What ultimately does Paul seek for himself (verse 20) and for the Philippians (verse 26)?

Describef AFS Ay @GKAOK [/ KNRalG A& K2y2dz2NBR Ay 2ySQa 02R

Think about issues in your life right now. How does taking an eternal perspective on life help you work
through those issues?
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Central Church, Honour and Eternity

These principles do not only apply at the individual level, but also for us as a church. Look back at the
introduction to this study book. Notice the Purpose, Mission and Vision we have set for ourselves as a
Church. These are designed to help us step back and see the big picture of what Jesus wants us to be and
do as a group of believers.

Considering the paragraphs that describe our vision, do you think these are unreal expectations?

What would we need to do as individuals and as a church in order to see these things become reality?

Commit it to Memory

Part of properly accepting and digesting the mission and vision of the church is knowing it. | would love
each church member to be able to tell a newcomer to church exactly what we are on about by reciting for
GKSY 2dzNJ YA&daaAirzy aaqraSySyid yR GKS p /Qa 27
together. If you have a great homegroup leader, he or she might even have some chocolaty incentives for
you if you know them next week!

Prayer
Pray for each other in the same vain that Paul prayed for his A VERSE YOUGHLD KNOW
Christian friends in verses 3-11. 4C2NJ YSs {2 ftArA0S

A Ay e t KALT AL
Pray that your lives would be to the glory of God.

Pray for Central Church. That it would always honour Jesus and in doing so, passionately engage with the
mission Jesus has given us.

ADDED EXTRW/hat is Your Mission?
Have you ever asked yourself what YOU are supposed to do in life? It is definitely worth thinking through.

2 dzNJ

] 2y3ARSNI 6KSNBE D2R KFa Lldzi e2dzs 6KFdG &2dzNJ IATFGA |

kingdom. Sit down and write some thoughts and try to condense it into a personal mission statement.

Special Prayer Points
19to0 23  October

*Pray for great fellowship in the Guess

Saturday

* Pray for the YoungLife Open Day this Saturday afternoon
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PHILIPPIANS 1:27 TO 2:29

COMMUNITY & ETI

l 26Qa , 2d2NJ aSY2 NE
Start by reviewing the Central Church Mission Statement. How did you go at memorising it?

The Mission:
Tom f of J by being f of J

The Vision:
hdzNJ @GAaA2y 2F / SYGNrf / KdzZNOK LLJAGAOkentled GKIF G 0:¢
community of believers, faithful to God and each other wXich

fOYye ey YL YY Yy G2 D2RQA 42 NR

C faithful servants of God
C God

C for people

C others to faith in Christ

For Starters
Is our society losing its sense of community? What might be contributing to this?

Life-Change
Read Philippians 1:27-2:4.

Paul transitions from his introductory comments (ending in 1:26) to now deal with a particular issue that
seemed to be facing the Philippians. What is that issue? Flick over to 4:2 to learn some more specifics.

t I dzt AG1FNIGAa o0é aleéeAydr WO2yRdzO0 e2daNESt @Sa Ay | )
and why does Paul express himself in this way?
What expressions of unity does Paul use in these verses and what do they mean?

Paul mentions suffering in verse 29. How can suffering be a catalyst for disunity in the church?

How does Paul define humility in 2:3? Is this seen as an important attitude in the world today?
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Number One for Humility
As Paul mentions humility, he cannot help but think of Jesus. Read what he writes in verses 5 to 10.

This passage is loaded with theology that we will not be able to completely explore here. What is the main
point that Paul wants to make for his readers?

In what areas of life are you most tempted to seek personal honour and selfish ambition?

How does the example of Jesus teach you to respond to these temptations?

It is common for people to want to build themselves up. What does Proverbs 27:2 say about this?

Who ultimately should we be looking for praise from (consider what happened to Jesus in 2:9).

Being Noticed
Read 2:12-18.

What actions does Paul want his audience to put into practice flowing out of his teaching about Jesus?

Whyshould/ KNRA & GAl ya WaKAyS spa ftA3IKGA Ay (GKS g2NIRQ 00

t | dzf Q& ¢ 2 NRéstrahgy. WkhSIbERhS mearTand what eternal attitude does this reveal?

Are you willing to be poured out in the same way Paul was?
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Central Church, Community and Eternity
CtAO] o001 GKNRdIAK (KSAS OSNESE® b2GAOS F3ILAY tI d

LY MYHTX tldzZ GlFfla lo2dzi WaiNAGAYy3I aARS o0& &ARS
in the spiritual life of Central Church? Is it lacking in any areas?

52 é2dz ﬁK)\)/‘l 0K /Syi'jNJ-f / K dzND K ‘PéK?\)fSé Fa | £t A
brighter?

A VERSE YOU SHOULD KNOW

Commlt It t(_) Mgmory ) o *Do nothing out of selfish ambition or
Commit again this week to learning the mission statement and vain.conceit, hut in humility consider

UKs p [ Qa 2 _:F 2dN) GAarzy CD_ _2 N%tHe% beHeFr<t§aXyou?rsglves.l"‘Eacf?A'f RUK
desk or that you can carry in your pocket. When you know it, it ou should look not only to your own

gAL T KStL) 82dz 1y26 YR NBYSYRSNL #Kikolo@d intdeleddt N F y G

will give you the eternal perspective. others (2:3-4).
il : Prayer
Special Prayer Points [2271 o6FO] G @2d2NJ LINIF @8SNJ FNBY ¢
(28 0 O] Pray those words again for each other. It will be a wonderful
encouragement.

*F or Presbytery nextweek
Pray for personal humility.

* Pray for our University Pray for a spirit of oneness as we strive side by side for the faith of
students who will be in the the gospel at Central Church.
thick of exams
Pray for the Elders at Central Church who are striving to maintain
all elements of healthy church life - spiritual growth, worship,
pastoral care and outreach.

As we grow in health as a chuvehare going to need space to minister to one another and to our city.
Our Auditorium has been a wonderful blessing from God. He orchestrasettesrcunhe first place
for us topurchase it, and then to be ableteldp the rear section as an Auditorium while maintaining the front of
it as an income source.

@ PROJECT AUDITORIUM REDEVELOPMENT

God is moving again. The opportunity now exists for us to reclaim the whole facility. This will not only give us tw
as many seats, but a better facility fauNn 8 r wN_ |  wmwml rR ang ookstore/library 4 n |
facilities, more parking and much mbeapportunity will eventuate in May 2011. In order to be able to afford

bah the fitout and the loss of lease income, we need to start saving now.

Our first Special Project for 2010 will be our Auditorium RedeveloprBgrz@indve would like to have $100

000 saved. This seems like a lot, but if we start now, it is a¢Bmgwalalee room for all those Ipswich citizens

who will hear about Jesus from our lips and will, God willing, join our woshipping community. Your contribution
make room for them. We are asking you to contribute over and above your regular weekiig édiieting

When you receive your Commitment Card on November 1, it will have a box in which you can indicate your
willingness to contrileub this fund.
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PHILIPPIANS 4

WEALTH & ETERN

l 26Qa , 2dz2NJ aSY2NERK
Third time lucky!

Our Mission:

Our Vision:
hdzNJ @GAaA2y 2F / SYGNrf / KdzZNOK LLJAgA Okentled GKI G
community of believers, faithful to God and each other wXich

(@]
N/

c

c

For Starters

Affluenza! British child psychologist, Oliver James, wrote a book with this title to help Western society see
how our wealth is destroying us like a virus. Do you see any evidence of this? What do you think he means?
Do you think we ought to be concerned?

A Certain Peace
Read Philippians 4:2-9.
Paul is in prison as he writes these words. What elements of stressful conditions do you think should have

been on his mind?

Do you think Paul was without stress in his life?

How does Paul deal with stress?
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How would you describe the peace that verse 7 is talking about? Tell the group about an occasion you have
experienced this peace.

Verse 8 is a favourite for many. How does the sort of focus that Paul is talking about in this verse help when
times are tough?

La (GKAER ¢4 3NJ 2HzALDR 3K A GBS GKAY{AYy3IQ LIAEOK2f 238K 2 KI

Contentment
Read 4:10-20.

These verses are a thankyou note from Paul. Through Epaphroditus, Paul had received a gift from the
Philippians. Paul praises their generosity and it gives him the opportunity to talk about a critical topic in the

whole Bible - money!

This is a rather odd expression of thanks. Why?

What things does Paul find pleasing about the gift?

| 26 ¢2dzdZ R @2dz adzYYI NR&AS tldz Qad FdGAGdzZRS (2 LISNAZ2Y

Define contentment.

What confidence does Paul have in verse 19? Do you believe this in your own circumstances? What makes
it hard to trust this type of promise?

You, Me and Money
Step back again and think about eternity (you might like to read Matthew 6:19-24). How does the eternal
perspective challenge our western attitudes when it comes to money?

Paul commends the generosity of the Philippians, but not principally because he needed it. Why was he so
pleased (verse 17)?
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Is there a required standard that God demands from his people when it comes to financial giving?

How does 1 Chronicles 29:14 give perspective to our attitude to the money we have?

What we give to the church is not a financial issue, but a faith issue. Do you agree with this statement?

Central Church, Wealth anBternity

On Sunday, you heard me talk about Commitment Cards. If you missed it, the others in the group will fill
you in. Talk in the group about how you feel about filling in a commitment card. Are you excited about
doing it? Scared about doing it? Have you still got questions? Are you not sure if you actually will do it?

APASSAGEOU SHOULD KNOW
®Do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. ‘And the peace of
God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus (4:6-7).

What benefit(s) is/are there in the church putting out this
challenge?

Special Prayer Points For Prayer
Pray that your heart will be for Christ, not for riches. Ask God to

help you with those sorts of temptations.

(2to 6 November )

* Pray for Commitment Sunday Pray for the church. There is so much that could be done with a
greater resource base. Pray that God would move in the hearts
of the people to be sacrificially generous this Sunday on
Commitment Sunday.

this week
*Pray for the Me

Womends events on

The team at Ipswich Assist are committed to helping people in our city and they realisdnétat the best

RNMl w|l] nesm e RJ ©JRrjwysBwm RNMI RJ] Am B)- (
element of the Ipswich Assist operations is extremely busy. The team would like to be able to commit more time
developing Bidased reianships with the people they meet. A great way to do this would be to employ a person
in such a roland to pay for associatedcostéi mw| 81 m RNe] ) | ~ rméeney ) |
1r R[S wmws wr e 3 e ¢ Her pecause it is importantiand i is @WR missiagy m) 1 " R 1 |

@ PROJECT-PROJECT HOPE

Our second special project is to raise $20 000 to fund Project Hope. Your contribution will help introduce peopl
Ipswich to the life and claims of Jesus. We are asking you to contributeoweeraamdedular weekly offering

to this project. When you receive your Commitment Card on November 1, it will have a box in which you can
indicate your willingness to contribute to this fund.
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PHILIPPIANS 3

| 2 ¢ Ybar Memory?
Get into pairs. Have each person recite and explain the mission and vision of central church to the other.

For Starters
What makes you happy? Think about circumstances or events that make you happy. Tell the group about
them and why they make you happy.

Joy and Trouble
Read Philippians 3:1-11.

Paul is beginning to wrap things up and encourages the Philippians to be joyful. But it is more than joy.
What is there that is special about the joy he mentions?

How would you describe this joy to a non-believer?

It is surprising that Paul then goes straight on to talk about troubles the Philippians appear to be facing.
How can joy and troubles co-exist?

Paul details the difference between 1 KS WS @A € R2SNAQ YR (K2aS gK?2
emphasise?

The evil doers Paul talks about are people who showed up at early church meetings. They were often
established and valued people of the church. What is critical about their heresy?

According to Paul, where should a Christian place his/her confidence to be right with God?

LIVING FOR ETER

La AG LRaarofsS (GKIG GKSNB IINB LIS2LIXS ¢gK2as8 FGdaGAdd:

might their confidence be in?
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Straining Forvard
Read Philippians 3:12-4:1

What motivates Paul to live in a way that pleases God (v. 12)?

z

t I dzf KFa &2dzad
A

G SELXIFIAYSR (KIG KdzYtry 62N} & R2 y20
WWIINB&aaAy3aQ y @

NESa Mo FyR mnK
Why is it necessary to read the first half of chapter 3 before you read the second half?

t I dzt FIFAY GdzZNYy& 2dzNJ F20dza (2 SGSNYI ¢ GKAYy3Ia al &aAa
the way we live in this world?

Central Church, Life and Eternity

The gospel of Jesus is central to our message at Central. Our mission is all about Jesus. Yet way too many

people in our city do not understand the fact that eternal life is not about what you do, but about what

Jesus has done for you. The Commitment Series has been simply about asking you to commit to the mission
oflesus-0 Kl KA&a al@Ay3 yIYS g2df R 6S YIRS (y26y Ay
into eternity.

Has your perspective changed as we have studied the book of Philippians? Talk to the group about any
specific challenges you would like prayer for.

Special Prayer Points For Prayer
(10 to 14 November) Pray for the people in Ipswich who do not know

* Pray for the Johansons the true gospel of Jesus

*Pray for our witness as a Church at Pray for the witness of Central Church in our city.
Christmas time

PROJECT-3ENDING OUT THE JOHANSONS

The Johanson family has had a year back with us in Ipswich, but it is time for us to part with them agai

They will return to the Philippines in January to continue their missionary work with New Tribes Missiol
The Johanson family are our family e/garémering with them in gospel ministry. Their ministry is ours and so
we are responsible to support them. It is expensive for them to travel back to the Philippines. Obviously the fligl
are a significant financial burden, but there are many ttidecosta involved.

Ouir final special project is to raise $5 000 to help the Johansons get back to the Philippines. Your contribution \
be a partnering with them in taking the gospel to all nations. We are asking you to contribute over and above yc
regular weekly offering to this project. When you receive your Commitment Card on November 1, it will have a |
in which you can indicate your willingness to contributetojéuts
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G ROUP PRAYER JOURNAL

WEEK = WE PRAYED FOR ANSWERED
1
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FURTHER READING

9 Fred Craddock. Philippians (Interpretation Commentary Seriéshn Knox Press, 1985.

1 Gordon Fee. Philippians (The IVP New Testament Commentary Sévigs)999.

1 Donald Guthrie. NewTestament Introductiompollos, 1990.
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9 John Piper. Desiring God. Multnomah, 1986.
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9 David Porter (ed). Putting the Gospel Ii5it. Crossway, 1995.

9 Brian Russell. Totally Committed to ChrisgP, 2004.

A GOOD READ
Desiring Godby John Piper

‘ JOHN PIPER |

5SaANRY 33 D2 Rrerhiét bodNPikeyis at A
prolific writer and always presents theologically sound,
practical and well written books. Desiring God is about
Syez2eiay3a tAFS Fa |/ KNA
Piper argues that true joy is in living your life
completelytothegl2 NB 2F D2R® ¢ KA
hedonism.Q

A great read!

GQD ¢CKS Fdf t GSEG 2F (KS so2
website, www.deisringgod.org

MEpiTATIONS 0f A CHRISTIAN HEDONIST
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Central Homegroups are a Ministry of the Discipleship Portfolio

5ECENTRALCHURCH IPSWICH

www.centralchurch.net.au

CENTRAL CHURCH HOMEGROUPS: ETERNITY (COMMITMENT SERIES 2009) Page 24



