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HOMEGROUPS AT CENTRAL CHURCH 
 
Thanks for Being Part of a Homegroup 
Central homegroups are the backbone to our church. Sunday services are important, but in homegroups 
there is greater opportunity for learning together, serving together, caring together, praying together and 
doing life ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŀǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
of that community is in homegroups. 
 
Making the Most of Your Homegroup Time 
!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŜŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ƙƻmegroup as an 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦŜǿΥ 
 

Be There: Your presence encourages others. It means you are not only committed to the 
group, but to the other members of the group. Being inconsistent sends a negative 
message to everyone else. 

 
 Prayer:  Pray for the people in your group, especially your group leader. 
 

Prepare: Read any parts of the Bible that your leader suggests, do any homework that 
comes out of the study. It will not be onerous and you will benefit from it.  

 
Care: Be willing to give of yourself to the others in your group. ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά[ƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ 

another for love is from God and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 
DƻŘέ όм WƻƘƴ пΥтύΦ 

 
Why Do the Same Study? 
Central Church has recently moved to a system where all homegroups study the same passage or topic that 
was preached on at the Sunday church service. What are the advantages of doing studies this way? 
 

Unity: Doing the same study means all across the church we are learning the same things 
at the same time. It can provide topics of conversation across the whole church. 

 
Growth: People learn better when they hear things more than once. People learn better 

when they hear things more than once. Marketing people know this. That is why 
you see the same commercials on tv over and over again. But it is true. Most 
people will only remember one or two points from a Sunday sermon (and they are 
usually the stories that are told as illustrations). People learn best when given the 
opportunity to talk over the subject matter. By hearing the sermon on Sunday and 
then being involved in a homegroup discussion during the week, you will find the 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǎƻǿƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΦ 
 

Relevance: By preparing our own studies, we can be specific about issues that impact all of us 
in our time and place. Most group study materials are from America or were 
written 10 or 20 years ago and speak to issues of another place or time. You will 
find that the studies we prepare will be practical and relevant in Ipswich, today. 

 
You will also find that this booklet provides helpful information about what is happening in and around 
Central Church and will give you up to date information about matters for prayer. 
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CENTRAL NEWS 
 
FROM THE ELDERS 
Below is a brief update concerning some of the agenda items that the Elders have been dealing with of late. 
We are thankful for the effort and commitment of our elders and also those involved in the Portfolios who 
are a great help in keeping the ministry life of the church functioning and growing. 
 
Church Camp 
Many of us travelled to Somerset on the weekend of October 9 to 11 for Church Camp. It was a great 
weekend of fellowship, teaching and fun. Rod and Helen Irvine joined us as our special guests. Rod 
challenged us by digging into some of the sayings of Jesus that we know well, but do not apply well, 
namely, forgiveness, generosity and loving our enemies. Thanks to Thomas McPherson for heading up the 
camp again this year. 
 
Executive Pastor Position 
A team of elders has been advertising and now sifting through applications for the Executive Pastor position 
that will become vacant next year. We have had 14 applications, 6 of whom are from overseas. We plan to 
complete the interviews prior to the next session meeting in November. The Congregation will have the 
opportunity vote for the proposed candidate at the Congregational Meeting on November 28. 
 
Solomons Team Success 
The elders are delighted with the news from the team who recently visited the Solomon Islands to assist 
with literacy training. Kim Whitmore did a tremendous job (yet again) and each of the team members are 
just raving about their experiences. We are very committed to missions and it is great to see a real 
relationship developing with the people on the Solomon Islands. It seems we will have work to do there for 
many years. Another team will go to do both building and literacy in September 2010, so start saving now.  
 
Christmas Together 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ combined Christmas Eve service at the Civic Hall. There will be 
no outdoor carols event. Our Worship Portfolio is planning this service to cater for everyone in the church, 
as well as many visitors. Our aim is for this to be a unifying night for our church and a blessing to our city. 
 
Video Ezy 
It remains our vision to be able to take over the whole of the Video Ezy building at an appropriate time. We 
had thought this might be next year, but the Lord has had other ideas! Consequently, Video Ezy will remain 
for at least another 12 months (up until the end of May 2011) and we will be praying that we will retake the 
premises at that time.  
 
Back to Basics and Membership 
We are delighted that more than 20 people have started Back to Basics again this term. Many of these 
people are interested in membership at Central Church. It is also great that there is a wide range of ages 
and Christian experience represented in the group. Back to Basics is not only for those interested in 
membership. We are encouraging all people in the church to come along.  
 
{ŎƻǘǘΩǎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ 
Scott and Rebecca and the family will take 3 weeks annual leave from Monday November 10. 
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DATE CLAIMERS 
Saturday Oct 24  DǳŜǎǎ ²ƘƻΩǎ /ƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

Dinner 
 
Saturday Oct 31 180YOUTH 
 Rock Climbing 
 
Saturday Nov 7 aŜƴΩǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ
 ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻŦŦŜŜ bƛƎƘǘ 
 
Sunday Nov 22 Brigades Parade 
 
Saturday Nov 28 180YOUTH Breakup 
 Congregational meeting 
 
Sunday Nov 29 Sunday School Service 
 
Thursday Dec 24 Christmas Eve at 
 Civic Hall 

FROM THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 
 
Financial Update 
Our offering income continues to hover around our target. Thankyou so much for your financial support. A 
special thanks to Stan and Jenny who work hard to manage the day to day financial issues of the church. It 
is a big job.  
 
The Break In 
The office was broken into in September. The offenders gained access by smashing an upper window and 
climbing down into the building. We had some cash, keys, a small safe and a laptop stolen and considerable 
damage was done, especially to our new security camera system. But not before it recorded the offenders 
in the middle of their job. The police were pleased with this evidence and have charged numerous people 
with the offence. 
 
Insurance will cover most if not all of our losses and our new 
master keys had to be replaced. 
 
Replacing the Hall Roof 
The roof and some of the timber inside the roof of the hall are 
in need of replacement. We have received $10 000 from the 
Environmental Protection Agency to help pay for this, 
although the total cost will be considerably more. We are 
hoping work will be commence later in the year. 
 
Smoking at Central Church 
While we are not fans of smoking, the Committee realizes that 
there are people coming to church who do smoke and we 
need to both care for them and ensure we are abiding by 
government laws that regulate where people can smoke. 
Smokers are to keep well clear of the playground and the 
main entrances to buildings. We are setting up a designated 
smoking area at the rear of the Auditorium. 
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INTRODUCTION 

²ŜΩǊŜ ƻƴ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΗ !ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘƻŘƎȅ мфулǎ ƳƻǾƛŜΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ 
reflect a very true reality for every Christian. God has given us a mission.  
 

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20). 

 
¢Ƙŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŀǊƳȅΣ not overwhelming the world with 
gospel force, but with gospel love, making the saving name of Jesus known. Sadly, looking over the history 
of the church, we find that at various times and places, Christians have been less than faithful in joining in 
this mission.  
 
!ǘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŀǾƛƻǳǊ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ. The challenge from each sermon and study will be to commit! 
Commit to Jesus first and foremost. But in committing to Jesus, you will necessarily be committing to his 
mission. 
 
As we launch into this series, I thought it might be worth emphasising our mission and vision statements. 
Our mission statement helps us focus: what does Jesus want us to do? 
  

Our mission is to make followers of Jesus by being followers of Jesus. 
 

When we do this, what can we expect our church will look like? What is our preferred ŦǳǘǳǊŜΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
our vision statement summaries: 
 

hǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ-centred 
community of believers, faithful to God and each other which  
 
ŀΦ /ƻƳƳƛǘǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ 

 

b. Cultivates faithful servants of God  

 

c. Celebrates God  

 

d. Cares for people  

 

e. Calls others to faith in Christ  

 

/ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ mature people. Our vision is for a living 
community where no one is spiritually stagnant. Instead, everyone is growing more in love with 
Jesus every day. This happens best in relationships, so each maturing believer will be connected 
in Word-based relationships with other believers such as homegroups, accountability groups, 
and mentoring relationships. 
 
Faithful servants of Jesus are empowered people, ready to do his work. Empowered people are 
trained and sent to do ministry work, so we will be an equipping church. Our vision is that every 
member will know their ministry gifts and strengths, and that every member will be a minister. 
We will invert the 80/20 principle so that 80% of our people are trained and meaningfully 
engaged in ministry. 
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Our vision is for a community of worshipping people who love God and whose passion in life is 
His glorȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ 
people gather to worship Him in spirit and in truth. We will also demonstrate our love for God in 
prayer. Our community will be faithful in prayer, both corporately and individually. 
 
We will be caring peopleΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
they live. We will be the servant hands and feet of Jesus in Ipswich without seeking anything in 
return. Hurting and needy people will know Central Church cares and that we are a blessing to 
each other and to the city of Ipswich. 
 
Our vision is that we will be a church of missional people. Missional people take the light of Jesus 
and let it pierce the darkness of the world. We will be a life-saving boat, brave enough to leave 
the safe waters of our beach-station and to enter the waters of the city. 

 
 
My passion is to see many people come to faith in Christ and for those many faithful converts to grow to 
maturity in Jesus, joining this life-changing mission. 
 
bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻΗ 
 
Commitment Series 
The commitment series invites you to partner in that challenge. I trust the sermons and studies will inspire 
you take hold of that mission and vision and that you will share the drive that the elders and I have to see 
these words turn into reality.  
 
Why do it?  

¶ To make the minister happy? No.  

¶ To earn salvation points with God? No. 

¶ To prove you are a good Christian? No. 
 
²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΚ ¢ƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘhe purpose for our existence - His glory, 
not ours. In truly coming grips with this reality, we step back and see the world as God sees it. We 
understand our existence in the context of Eternity. And there we stand in wonder at the God who created 
us, loved us, saved us, and gives us the privilege of being part in His eternal work. 
 
LǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ƛƴ 9ǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΦ 
 
Enjoy this series of studies in the book of Philippians. 
 
 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
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A CLOSER LOOK AT PHILIPPIANS 
 

Philippians is a favourite New Testament book for many of us. Sometimes called the book of joy, Philippians 
is a very pastoral book. Paul wǊƛǘŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ǘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ 
however, when ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ƛƴ wƻƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǘƻ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ 
perspective on life - to live is Christ and to die is gain (1:21). Paul can rejoice in the face of suffering because 
prison is simply another mission field and his time there has served to advance the gospel (1:12). 
 
Why did Paul Write this Letter? 
tŀǳƭ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛ όƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ DǊŜŜŎŜύ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ пу ƻǊ пф !5Φ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ from Philippi, 
Epaphroditus had come to visit Paul in prison and brought news of how the Philippians were progressing in 
their faith. Epaphroditus was to help care for Paul in prison since conditions in Roman prisons were not 
good. Even being fed was not guaranteed. Epaphroditus also delivered a gift to Paul on their behalf. In the 
process, Epaphroditus had become very sick and close to death (2:26-28), but had since recovered and was 
well enough to return. Paul wrote this letter for Epaphroditus to deliver to the church.  
 
In it, he thanks them for the gift and for the partnership in doing gospel work. He also wants to reassure 
them that he is well and that even time in prison can be used by God for His purposes. He also wishes to 
encourage to live a manner worthy of Christ, especially in being humble in relationship with one another, 
and to be careful to avoid people who claim that Jewish religious practices are still binding on the church.  
(ch. 3:1-11). Such problems are common in New Testament churches and those who demand such 
practices are called Judiasers. 
 
A Quotable Book 
There are many verses and passages in Philippians that are great to commit to memory. Perhaps as a 
group, you might commit to trying to remember some of these: 
 

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain (1:21) 
 
3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 
yourselves. 4Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 
others (2:3-4). 
 
7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ (3:7). 
 
13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus (3:13-14). 
 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! (4:4) 
 
6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (4:6-7). 
 
 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirableτif anything is excellent or praiseworthyτthink about 
such things (4:8). 

 
And everyone should make themselves very familiar with chapter 2, verses 5 to 11, one of the most famous 
and theologically rich passages about Jesus in all of the New Testament. 
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HEADLINES 
What are the headlines from the book of Philippians?  
 
twL{hb /!bΩ¢ {¢ht t!¦[ 
tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ Ƨŀƛƭ όŎƘ мύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ and 
not so good times in life, but both are opportunities to honour Jesus. 
 
HONOUR THE HUMBLE ONE 
¢ƘŜ ΨƘȅƳƴΩ όŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘύ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ н ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŀƭǘǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƻƴŜΣ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ 
to Jesus and an important challenge to us. 
 
PRESS ON! 
Keep on going towards heaven (ch.3). Jesus has called you, so keep your eyes on him. 

A Framework 
LǘΩǎ always good to understand the flow of a letter as you are reading it. Sometimes the flow of thoughts in 
this letter is a little hard to follow, but below is a reasonable framework to use: 
 
 1:1-2  Greeting 
 
 1:2-11  tŀǳƭΩǎ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ tǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇian believers 
 
 1:12-26  tŀǳƭΩǎ 9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ 5ƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ /ƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ 
 
 1:27-2:18 Let Your Humility Shine 
 
 2:19-30  tŀǳƭΩǎ tƭŀƴǎ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ 9ǇŀǇƘǊƻŘƛǘǳǎ 
 
 3:1-4:1  Your Righteousness is in Christ, Live like you are His 
 
 4:2-19  Pastoral Concerns: Unity, Holiness, Money 
 
 4:20-23  Final Greetings 
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1 

 
 

 PHILIPPIANS 1:1-26 

HONOUR & ETERNITY 
     

 
 
For Starters 
This series of studies co-incides with our Commitment series - a series of talks and studies over 4 weeks 
that aim to encourage us towards commitment to Jesus, the church and the mission God has given us. 
Think about things in life that you are committed to. What are they and what is it about them that makes 
them worthy of your commitment?  
 
 
Introduction 
tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ Ψŀƭƭ ƻǊ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΩ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΦ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ ŘǊƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ 
and enthusiasm and as you read it, it iǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƎƛƻǳǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪΦ ¢ƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
sermons will focus on particular sections, while the studies will dig further into the whole book, as much as 
possible. 
 
A Prayer 
Read Philippians 1:1-11. 
 
[ƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊts with thanksgiving and prayer. Looking over this section, make a note of 
the things he gives thanks for and then the things he prays for. 
 

Paul Gives Thanks For Paul Prays For 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
[ŀǊǊȅ /Ǌŀōō ǎŀȅǎΣ ά9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ helps someone want to be a better 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǊƻǳƎƘΦέ Iƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ о-8 to you? 
 
 
²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ the things for which he thanks God and prays? 
 
 
What do these verses tell us about healthy Christian relationships? 
 
 
Do your prayers reflect similar priorities? In the space below, in your own words, write a prayer for a 
Christian friend that echoes the things Paul prays for. b.Υ 5ƻƴΩǘ throw this prayer away. Use it in your daily devotions. 
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An Eternal Perspective 
Read Philippians 1:12-26. 
 
Paul, the eager evangelist, writes this letter from a Roman prison. With that in mind, why might he have 
been justified in being discouraged? 
 
 
 
What feeling do you get from the words Paul writes? 
 
 
 
What does Paul find encouragement and joy from in verses 12-18? 
 
 
 
Some people find verses 17 to 18 surprising. Clearly some people were anti-Paul, but were still talking 
ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΦ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ (v. 18)? Why is he not upset and what does this tell you 
about Paul? 
 
 
 
In what circumstances are Christians sometimes critical of other Christians? What principle can we learn 
from Paul?  
 
 
 
Paul seems to find an audience to tell about Jesus wherever he is. Is this missional attitude common 
amongst Christians today? Should we expect it to be? 
 
 
 
In verses 19 to 26 Paul talks about life and death - the big eternal picture! Verse 21 is a famous verse that 
many of us can quote, but would you say it is true in your life? Why, why not? 
 
 
 
Why does Paul decide that staying on earth is important and how does his perspective challenge your own 
attitude to your purpose in life? 
 
 
 
What ultimately does Paul seek for himself (verse 20) and for the Philippians (verse 26)? 
 
 
 
Describe ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƘƻƴƻǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ōƻŘȅΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΚ 
 
 
 
Think about issues in your life right now. How does taking an eternal perspective on life help you work 
through those issues? 
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A VERSE YOU SHOULD KNOW 

άCƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ƛǎ 
ƎŀƛƴΦέ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ мΥнмΦ 

 

Central Church, Honour and Eternity 
These principles do not only apply at the individual level, but also for us as a church. Look back at the 
introduction to this study book. Notice the Purpose, Mission and Vision we have set for ourselves as a 
Church. These are designed to help us step back and see the big picture of what Jesus wants us to be and 
do as a group of believers. 
 
Considering the paragraphs that describe our vision, do you think these are unreal expectations? 
 
 
 
What would we need to do as individuals and as a church in order to see these things become reality? 
 
 
 
Commit it to Memory 
Part of properly accepting and digesting the mission and vision of the church is knowing it. I would love 
each church member to be able to tell a newcomer to church exactly what we are on about by reciting for 
ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ р /Ωǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜƳ 
together. If you have a great homegroup leader, he or she might even have some chocolaty incentives for 
you if you know them next week! 
 

 
Prayer 
Pray for each other in the same vain that Paul prayed for his 
Christian friends in verses 3-11. 
 
Pray that your lives would be to the glory of God. 
 
Pray for Central Church. That it would always honour Jesus and in doing so, passionately engage with the 
mission Jesus has given us. 
 
 
ADDED EXTRA: What is Your Mission? 
Have you ever asked yourself what YOU are supposed to do in life? It is definitely worth thinking through. 
/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜΣ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ 
kingdom. Sit down and write some thoughts and try to condense it into a personal mission statement. 
 
  

Special Prayer Points  

19 to 23  October  
 

* Pray for great fellowship in the Guess Whoôs Coming to Dinner night this 

Saturday  

 

* Pray for the YoungLife Open Day this Saturday afternoon  

  

 

* Pray for the Presbytery retreat next week (May 5 and 6 with special 

guest speaker Rod Irvine)  
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 PHILIPPIANS 1:27 TO 2:29 

COMMUNITY & ETERNITY 
     

 
IƻǿΩǎ ¸ƻǳǊ aŜƳƻǊȅ? 
Start by reviewing the Central Church Mission Statement. How did you go at memorising it? 
 
The Mission: 
To m___________ f_____________ of J____________ by being f_______________ of J_____________ 
 
 
The Vision: 

hǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ-centred 
community of believers, faithful to God and each other whichΧ  

 
 /ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 
 
 C_________________________ faithful servants of God 
 
 C_________________________ God 
 
 C_________________________ for people 
 
 C_________________________ others to faith in Christ 
  
 
For Starters 
Is our society losing its sense of community? What might be contributing to this? 
 
 
 
Life-Change 
Read Philippians 1:27-2:4.  
 
Paul transitions from his introductory comments (ending in 1:26) to now deal with a particular issue that 
seemed to be facing the Philippians. What is that issue? Flick over to 4:2 to learn some more specifics. 
 
tŀǳƭ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ΨŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΩ όǾΦ нтύΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴ 
and why does Paul express himself in this way? 
 
 
What expressions of unity does Paul use in these verses and what do they mean? 
 
 
Paul mentions suffering in verse 29. How can suffering be a catalyst for disunity in the church? 
 
 
How does Paul define humility in 2:3? Is this seen as an important attitude in the world today? 
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Number One for Humility 
As Paul mentions humility, he cannot help but think of Jesus. Read what he writes in verses 5 to 10.  
 
This passage is loaded with theology that we will not be able to completely explore here.  What is the main 
point that Paul wants to make for his readers? 
 
 
 
In what areas of life are you most tempted to seek personal honour and selfish ambition? 
 
 
 
How does the example of Jesus teach you to respond to these temptations? 
 
 
 
It is common for people to want to build themselves up. What does Proverbs 27:2 say about this?  
 
 
 
Who ultimately should we be looking for praise from (consider what happened to Jesus in 2:9). 
 
 
 
 
Being Noticed 
Read 2:12-18. 
 
What actions does Paul want his audience to put into practice flowing out of his teaching about Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
Why should /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ΨǎƘƛƴŜ ŀǎ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ όǾΦ м5)? 
 
 
 
 
tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǾŜǊǎŜ мт are strange. What does he mean and what eternal attitude does this reveal? 
 
 
 
 
Are you willing to be poured out in the same way Paul was?  
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A VERSE YOU SHOULD KNOW 

3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit, but in humility consider 

others better than yourselves. 4Each of 
you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of 

others (2:3-4). 
 

Central Church, Community and Eternity 
CƭƛŎƪ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎΦ bƻǘƛŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊƴŜǎǎΦ  
 
 
Lƴ мΥнтΣ tŀǳƭ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨǎǘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǎƛŘŜ ōȅ ǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦΩ ²ƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
in the spiritual life of Central Church? Is it lacking in any areas? 
 
 
5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ΨǎƘƛƴŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ LǇǎǿƛŎƘΚ IƻǿΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ǎƘƛƴŜ 
brighter? 
 
 
 
Commit it to Memory 
Commit again this week to learning the mission statement and 
ǘƘŜ р /Ωǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ ²ǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ŀ ŎŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
desk or that you can carry in your pocket. When you know it, it 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ - it 
will give you the eternal perspective. 
 

 
Prayer 
[ƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 
Pray those words again for each other. It will be a wonderful 
encouragement. 
 
Pray for personal humility. 
 
Pray for a spirit of oneness as we strive side by side for the faith of 
the gospel at Central Church. 
 
Pray for the Elders at Central Church who are striving to maintain 
all elements of healthy church life - spiritual growth, worship, 
pastoral care and outreach. 
 

 
 

PROJECT 1 - AUDITORIUM REDEVELOPMENT 
As we grow in health as a church, we are going to need space to minister to one another and to our city. 
Our Auditorium has been a wonderful blessing from God. He orchestrated circumstances in the first place 

for us to purchase it, and then to be able to develop the rear section as an Auditorium while maintaining the front of 
it as an income source.  
 
God is moving again. The opportunity now exists for us to reclaim the whole facility. This will not only give us twice 
as many seats, but a better facility foɾ ɯɴʁɾɯɴ̲ ɭ ɰɱɯɱɺʀ ɲɻʅɱɾ̲ ɾɻɻɹ ɲɻɾ ɮɱʀʀɱɾ ɹɻʀɴɱɾɿ́ and bookstore/library 
facilities, more parking and much more. The opportunity will eventuate in May 2011. In order to be able to afford 
both the fit-out and the loss of lease income, we need to start saving now.  
 
Our first Special Project for 2010 will be our Auditorium Redevelopment Fund. By 2011, we would like to have $100 
000 saved. This seems like a lot, but if we start now, it is achievable. Ǣɱʀ́s make room for all those Ipswich citizens 
who will hear about Jesus from our lips and will, God willing, join our woshipping community. Your contribution will 
make room for them. We are asking you to contribute over and above your regular weekly offering to this fund. 
When you receive your Commitment Card on November 1, it will have a box in which you can indicate your 
willingness to contribute to this fund.  

Special Prayer Points   

(26 to 30 October)  

 

* F or Presbytery next week  

 

* Pray for our University 

students who will be in the 

thick of exams  

  

 

* Pray for the Presbytery 

retreat next week (May 5 

and 6 with special guest 

speaker Rod Irvine)  
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PHILIPPIANS 4 

WEALTH & ETERNITY 
     

      

IƻǿΩǎ ¸ƻǳǊ aŜƳƻǊȅΚ 
Third time lucky! 
 
Our Mission: 
 
 
 
Our Vision: 

hǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ-centred 
community of believers, faithful to God and each other whichΧ  

 
 C____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 C_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 C_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 C_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 C_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

For Starters 
Affluenza! British child psychologist, Oliver James, wrote a book with this title to help Western society see 
how our wealth is destroying us like a virus. Do you see any evidence of this? What do you think he means? 
Do you think we ought to be concerned? 
 
 
A Certain Peace 
Read Philippians 4:2-9. 
 
Paul is in prison as he writes these words. What elements of stressful conditions do you think should have 
been on his mind? 
 
 
Do you think Paul was without stress in his life? 
 
 
 
How does Paul deal with stress? 
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How would you describe the peace that verse 7 is talking about? Tell the group about an occasion you have 
experienced this peace. 
 
 
Verse 8 is a favourite for many. How does the sort of focus that Paul is talking about in this verse help when 
times are tough? 
 
 
Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ΨǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΩ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΚ 
 
 
 
 
Contentment 
Read 4:10-20. 
 
These verses are a thankyou note from Paul. Through Epaphroditus, Paul had received a gift from the 
Philippians. Paul praises their generosity and it gives him the opportunity to talk about a critical topic in the 
whole Bible - money! 
 
This is a rather odd expression of thanks. Why? 
 
 
 
What things does Paul find pleasing about the gift? 
 
 
 
Iƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎΚ 
 
 
 
Define contentment. 
 
 
 
What confidence does Paul have in verse 19? Do you believe this in your own circumstances? What makes 
it hard to trust this type of promise? 
 
 
 
You, Me and Money 
Step back again and think about eternity (you might like to read Matthew 6:19-24). How does the eternal 
perspective challenge our western attitudes when it comes to money?  
 
 
 
Paul commends the generosity of the Philippians, but not principally because he needed it. Why was he so 
pleased (verse 17)?  
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A PASSAGE YOU SHOULD KNOW 

6Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. 7And the peace of 

God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus (4:6-7). 

 

Is there a required standard that God demands from his people when it comes to financial giving? 
 
 
 
How does 1 Chronicles 29:14 give perspective to our attitude to the money we have? 
 
 
 
What we give to the church is not a financial issue, but a faith issue. Do you agree with this statement? 
 
 
 
Central Church, Wealth and Eternity 
On Sunday, you heard me talk about Commitment Cards. If you missed it, the others in the group will fill 
you in. Talk in the group about how you feel about filling in a commitment card. Are you excited about 
doing it? Scared about doing it? Have you still got questions? Are you not sure if you actually will do it? 
 
 
 
What benefit(s) is/are there in the church putting out this 
challenge? 
 
 
 

 
 
For Prayer 
Pray that your heart will be for Christ, not for riches. Ask God to 
help you with those sorts of temptations. 
 
Pray for the church. There is so much that could be done with a 
greater resource base. Pray that God would move in the hearts 
of the people to be sacrificially generous this Sunday on 
Commitment Sunday. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PROJECT 2 - PROJECT HOPE 
The team at Ipswich Assist are committed to helping people in our city and they realise that the best help 
ʀɴɱʅ ɯɭɺ ɳɵʂɱ ɵɿ ʀɻ ɵɺʀɾɻɰʁɯɱ ʀɴɱɹ ʀɻ Ǡɱɿʁɿ̵ Ǧɾɻɶɱɯʀ Ǟɻɼɱ ɵɿ ɭɮɻʁʀ ɰɻɵɺɳ ʀɴɵɿ ɹɻɾɱ ɱɲɲɱɯʀɵʂɱɸʅ̵ Ǫɴɱ ̀ʃɱɸɲɭɾɱ́ 

element of the Ipswich Assist operations is extremely busy. The team would like to be able to commit more time to 
developing Bible-based relationships with the people they meet. A great way to do this would be to employ a person 
in such a role and to pay for associated costs̵ ǘɱɯɭʁɿɱ ʀɴɵɿ ɵɿ ɭ ̀ɾɱɸɵɳɵɻʁɿ́ ɾɻɸɱ̲ ʀɴɱɾɱ ʃɵɸɸ ɮɱ ɺɻ ɳɻʂɱɾɺɹɱɺʀ ɲʁɺɰɵɺɳ 
ɻɾ ʀɭʄ ɰɱɰʁɯʀɵɮɵɸɵʀʅ ɲɻɾ ɵʀ̵ ǘʁʀ ʀɴɭʀ ɰɻɱɿɺ́ʀ ɹɭtter, because it is important and it is OUR mission.  
 
Our second special project is to raise $20 000 to fund Project Hope. Your contribution will help introduce people in 
Ipswich to the life and claims of Jesus. We are asking you to contribute over and above your regular weekly offering 
to this project. When you receive your Commitment Card on November 1, it will have a box in which you can 
indicate your willingness to contribute to this fund. 

  

Special Prayer Points  

(2 to 6 November ) 

 

* Pray for Commitment Sunday 

this week  

*  Pray for the Menôs and 

Womenôs events on Saturday 
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PHILIPPIANS 3 

LIVING FOR ETERNITY 
     

    
 

 
IƻǿΩǎ Your Memory? 
Get into pairs. Have each person recite and explain the mission and vision of central church to the other.  
 
 
 
For Starters 
What makes you happy? Think about circumstances or events that make you happy. Tell the group about 
them and why they make you happy. 
 
 
Joy and Trouble 
Read Philippians 3:1-11. 
 
Paul is beginning to wrap things up and encourages the Philippians to be joyful. But it is more than joy. 
What is there that is special about the joy he mentions?  
 
 
 
How would you describe this joy to a non-believer? 
 
 
 
It is surprising that Paul then goes straight on to talk about troubles the Philippians appear to be facing. 
How can joy and troubles co-exist? 
 
 
 
Paul details the difference between ǘƘŜ ΨŜǾƛƭ ŘƻŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŜ 
emphasise? 
 
 
 
The evil doers Paul talks about are people who showed up at early church meetings. They were often 
established and valued people of the church. What is critical about their heresy? 
 
 
 
According to Paul, where should a Christian place his/her confidence to be right with God? 
 
 
Lǎ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨŜǾƛƭ ŘƻŜǊǎΩ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ ²Ƙŀǘ 
might their confidence be in? 
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Straining Forward 
Read Philippians 3:12-4:1 
 
What motivates Paul to live in a way that pleases God (v. 12)? 
 
 
 
tŀǳƭ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǿƻǊƪǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŀǾŜ ǳǎΣ ǎƻ ǿƘȅ ŘƻŜǎ tŀǳƭ ǳǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨǎǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ 
ΨǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ мо ŀƴŘ мпΚ 
 
 
 
Why is it necessary to read the first half of chapter 3 before you read the second half? 
 
 
 
tŀǳƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǘƻ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨƻǳǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦΩ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀŎǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
the way we live in this world? 
 
 
 
Central Church, Life and Eternity 
The gospel of Jesus is central to our message at Central. Our mission is all about Jesus. Yet way too many 
people in our city do not understand the fact that eternal life is not about what you do, but about what 
Jesus has done for you. The Commitment Series has been simply about asking you to commit to the mission 
of Jesus - ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŀǊ ŦǊǳƛǘ 
into eternity. 
 
Has your perspective changed as we have studied the book of Philippians? Talk to the group about any 
specific challenges you would like prayer for. 
 

 
For Prayer 
Pray for the people in Ipswich who do not know 
the true gospel of Jesus 
 
Pray for the witness of Central Church in our city. 
 
 
 
 

 

PROJECT 3 - SENDING OUT THE JOHANSONS 
The Johanson family has had a year back with us in Ipswich, but it is time for us to part with them again. 
They will return to the Philippines in January to continue their missionary work with New Tribes Mission.  

 
The Johanson family are our family. We are partnering with them in gospel ministry. Their ministry is ours and so 
we are responsible to support them. It is expensive for them to travel back to the Philippines. Obviously the flights 
are a significant financial burden, but there are many other related costs involved.  
 
Our final special project is to raise $5 000 to help the Johansons get back to the Philippines. Your contribution will 
be a partnering with them in taking the gospel to all nations. We are asking you to contribute over and above your 
regular weekly offering to this project. When you receive your Commitment Card on November 1, it will have a box 
in which you can indicate your willingness to contribute to this project. 

 

Special Prayer Points  

(10 to 14 November)  

* Pray for the Johansons  

*Pray for our witness as a Church at 

Christmas time  
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GROUP PRAYER JOURNAL 
 

WEEK WE PRAYED FOR ANSWERED 

1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4  
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A GOOD READ 
Desiring God by John Piper 

5ŜǎƛǊƛƴƎ DƻŘ ƛǎ WƻƘƴ tƛǇŜǊΩǎ premier book. Piper is a 
prolific writer and always presents theologically sound, 
practical and well written books. Desiring God is about 
ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ 
Piper argues that true joy is in living your life 
completely to the glƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
hedonism.Ω 
 
A great read! 
 
¢ƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǘ tƛǇŜǊΩs 
website, www.deisringgod.org  
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