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TERM 2 PROGRAMME

Week 1
(20 to 24 April)

Study:

The Head and the Heart

Sermon Series: Saved - Reflections on the Cross of Christ

Week 2

(27 April to 1 May)

Week 3
(4 to 8 May)

Week 4
(11 to 15 May)

Week 5
(18 to 22 May)

Week 6
(25 to 29 May)

Week 7
(1to5June)

Week 8
(8 to 12 June)

Week 9
(15 to 19 June)

Week 10
(22 to 26 June)

Study 1:

Study 2:
Sermon text:

Introducing Nehemiah

Holy Discontent
Nehemiah 1:1-4

[ S RnSedtigdMost groups will not meet

Study 3:
Sermon:

Study 4:
Sermon text:

Study 5:
Sermon text:

Study 6:
Sermon text:

[ SFRSNBEQ YSSiGAayay

Study 7:
Sermon text:

Study 8:
Sermon text:

Study 9:
Sermon text:

Leadership Lessons

MotherQ & (Bnkelated to the study)

God is The Solution
Nehemiah 1:5-11

Faith At Work
Nehemiah 2 and 3

Facing External Opposition

Nehemiah 4 and 6
az2ad

Facing Internal Opposition
Nehemiah 5

Heart Condition
Nehemiah 7 to 10

Dissatisfied
Nehemiah 11 to 13
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HOMEGROUPS AT CENTRAL CHURCH

Thanks for Being Part of domegroup

Central homegroups are the backbone to our church. Sunday services are important, but in homegroups
there is greater opportunity for learning together, serving together, caring together, praying together and
R2Ay3a fATFTS (23S tksavhuinto Baaio, ut intiSazondinuBity enbldie best expression
of that community is in homegroups.

Making the Most of Your Homegroup Time
lyeldKAY3 g2NIK R2AY3I A& 62NIK R2Ay3I gStftod ¢KIGQ:
importantcomY A G YSy i Ay @2dzNJ f AFSQa NRdAziAySed ¢KSNB I NB |
0SYSTAlU 2dzi 2F GKS 3ANRdAzZLI YR a2 (KIFG @2dz FNB | oS
Be There: Your presence encourages others. It means you are not only committed to the

group, but to the other members of the group. Being inconsistent sends a negative

message to everyone else.

Prayer: Pray for the people in your group, especially your group leader.

Prepare: Read any parts of the Bible that your leader suggests, do any homework that
comes out of the study. It will not be onerous and you will benefit from it.

Care: Be willing to give of yourself to the othersinyourgroup. ¢ KS . Ao0f S &l @azx
another for love is from God and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
D2R¢ oM W2KYy nYTOO®

Why Do the Same Study?

This booklet is the first study series prepared by Central Church to be used across all of our homegroups. As
a new concept, it will take some getting used to, but please be patient and we think you will find it to be a
good thing. What are the advantages of doing studies this way?

Unity: Doing the same study means all across the church we are learning the same things
at the same time. It can provide topics of conversation across the whole church.

Growth: People learn better when they hear things more than once. People learn better
when they hear things more than once. Marketing people know this. That is why
you see the same commercials on tv over and over again. But it is true. Most
people will only remember one or two points from a Sunday sermon (and they are
usually the stories that are told as illustrations). People learn best when given the
opportunity to talk over the subject matter. By hearing the sermon on Sunday and
then being involved in a homegroup discussion during the week, you will find the
YSaar3asS 2F D2RQa 22NR Aa az2sy Y2NB

Pul;
w»
w»
r

Relevance: By preparing our own studies, we can be specific about issues that impact all of us
in our time and place. Most group study materials are from America or were
written 10 or 20 years ago and speak to issues of another place or time. You will
find that the studies we prepare will be practical and relevant in Ipswich, today.

You will also find that this booklet provides helpful information about what is happening in and around
Central Church and will give you up to date information about matters for prayer.
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FROI\/I THE ELDERS

The Elders want you to be informed about issues going on in the life of the Church. Below is a brief update
concerning some of the agenda items that the Elders have been dealing with of late.

W2KyQa wSOANBYSy

¢tKS GNIXyaAdAz2y FTNBY W2KyQa NBIGANBYSyYyld yR ygg G2
F2N) / SYdNIf / KdNOK® 2SS gSNB L SFaSR (2 o6S FotS
with both a formal dinner and an informal Sunday lunch. We now step into a new era of team ministry and

we value your prayers for all our staff - Scott, Greg, Josh, Paul, Peter and Jenny.

Visiting the Valgy

Some of you may not be aware that we have sister congregations at Coominya, Toogoolawah and Forest
Hill. At present, Paul Blake ministers to Coominya and Toogoolawah (2 days per week) and Brian Hoy, a
hospital chaplain, is preaching each Sunday at Forest Hill. The Elders have visited each of these areas in the
last couple of months. Our desire is to continue and expand our ministry endeavours in these areas and we
value your prayers for the members who meet faithfully in these centres and those who minister to them.

Video Ezy

Coming up on the horizon is decision-making time concerning Video Ezy. Central Church owns the entire
building where both our Auditorium and Video Ezy shop are located. Video Ezy are our tenants, but the
lease is up for renewal early in 2010. The space would be very valuable to us as our services continue to
grow. To take over the whole building would also allow area for a reasonable entrance and meeting area,
library/bookshop anR LI NBy taQ FlFOAfAGASad ¢KS R2gyaiARS A
from Video Ezy. Please pray for the elders as they consider these options.

Q)¢
c

Ipswich Assist

The elders have been greatly encouraged by the appointment of Dez Auld as co-ordinator of Ipswich Assist.
Dez is enthusiastic and is working hard to meet both physical and spiritual needs of the people he and his
team are meeting in this important ministry area.

Plans for under 21 South Street

Our office has moved to 21 South Street, but the small carpark under the building is vacant. We are
investigating options to maximise the use of this area for ministry. It could be very useful space as a youth
drop in centre and an area Ipswich Assist might use for ministry contact with clients.

Commitment Series
The Elders want to ask you to support the ministry of Central Church. Later in the year, Scott will preach a
series of sermons emphasising the various commitments that Christ calls us to when we commit to Jesus.
These include serving, praying, helping and giving of your financial means. Included in this, will be an
invitation to you to express your commitment through a commitment card. The card helps us know how to
plan financially for 2010. It will

include your weekly commitment to S S0 how do| get the most out
. . I th ' of it?
give. Your cards will only be seen by . &7 (' |
Scott and his assistant and we will - £ developed by the Discpleship
not be following you up on your A 'S oy i s
commitment but simply emphasising | -
that giving is an essential part of our - : S i
discipleship to Christ and love for his o EEiN S0
T onbc T * Understanding where Jesus
. : < e fitsin
church. Please talk to your s i - g - L —
homegroup leader or an elder about J# O, ‘gag 1 i

For more information contact

thIS If yOU ha.ve queStlonS. . 3 ! E 3 Pas) r 3 scott@centralchurch.net.au

CENTRAL
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WARNING!8 OLD TESTAMENT BOOK APPROACHING
.Sasx 6SQONX 3F2Ay3a G2 0SS adGdzZRéAy3a Iy htR ¢Sadl YSyi
rules of engagement when tackling the Old Testament. ¢ K & g1+ & ¢S ¢2y Qi 3ASH Ayid2

RULENUMBERA2Yy Qi . S I | SNP

Think of yourself a regular Israelite, not the hero. Too often we read about great heroes of the faith such as

Moses, David or Nehemiah and think that God wants us to be more like them. Yes, there are lessons we can

f SENYy FTNRY GKSANI FFAGKIZ LINF & SNJ f(we Wibdb somelof thisksyva y S & a
look at the life of Nehemiah). But over and over again our heroes fail, so we need to be cautious in simply

applying lessons from their lives. God is always the main focus, not individuals, and He wants us to learn

how he has acted in calling people to himself that they would love and honour him in relationship with him.

If you are a Christian, you are one of the household of God. In the Old Testament, the household of God
was the people of Israel. Our identification should be with them.

From time to time, God raised up heroes who would save these people from disaster (eg. David in fighting

Golir i KX a2adS&8 Ay &SOdzZNAy3a GKS NBfSFHasS 2F LaNI St TN
people. In this case, these heroes are representing the final work of salvation that would happen when

WSadzza OF YSd {2 0S OINBARYzZ (RE dAIRRFRG 2 £Id2WS & &alaNE S 2 dz
good!

bSKSYAFIK OFy 6SIFN 020K KFdaod {2YSOA

YSi a KSQa GKS
D2RQ& 6Aff | yR Lz2NL}2asS F2NJ KAY FyR

v &
Kdda LIS2LX S ¢K

RULE NUMBER Re Carefulvith Historical Events

Ask yourself whether the passage is describingan event that happened or prescribingsomething for us to
do. A lot of things are mentioned in the Bible without the Biblical writers condoning them. An example is
when Gideon put out his fleece. Nowhere does the Bible recommend that we put God to the test. In fact, it
says we should do the opposite (Matthew 4:7). This story only shows that God is gracious and patient with
us, despite our failure to trust him at his word.

RULE NUMBER Stand Back
Stand back and look at what God is doing. Often his actions are not explicit, but he is always there. Ask
yourself, what does it teach us about:

A D2RQ& OKI NI} Ol SNE

A D 2 Rmalvement in the world,

A D 2 Rduefor his people,

A D 2 Rafditude to sin,

A how God intervenes for, and saves his people.
RULENUMBER32Yy Qi 06S | wl o0o0A
Where is Jesus? You will find that all passages either speakof a Saviour orcry out¥ 2 NJ 2y S® 52 y Qi
make your study a Christian study. L ¥ g KIF i &2dzQ@S &l AR O2dzf RtheijodS 06 S &
KFE Sy Qi R2yS @2dz2NJ 220 | a | ramalihdeie@ofipistudy BboufitkeSOld . A 6 f S
¢SaidlYSyld 6AGK a2YS 2F KAad F2f{t26SNER 6SQONB {(2f R 0

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himseltuke 24:27).

All the Scriptures speak to us of the unfolding plan of God to save his people through Jesus. If we miss that
point, we miss the big thing God is trying to tell us. Somebody once summarised it well: "The New
Testament is in the Old concealed, the Old is in the New revealed.£
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NEHEMIAH

WEER OF TERM

For Starters

INTRODUCING NEHEMIAH

Think of a church leader (pastor, St RSNE K2YS3ANRdzL) £ SF RSNE YSyi(i2NE @

impact on your spiritual life. Tell the group what it was about them that most impressed you.

First things First

Who is the shortest man in the Bible? Ne-hi-miah of course. Ok, really bad joke. But who was Nehemiah?
Before we can look seriously at something written by this obscure guy, we need to know something about
him and particularly about the time and place in which he lived.

Nehemiah lived towards the very end of the history described in the Old Testament. He did not live in
Israel. He was amongst the exiles who were living in foreign captivity in the Persian capital of Susa.
Nehemiah was several generations into the period of exile and never saw Jerusalem in its glory. These were
darktA YSa T2 NJ D2 R Q &aisedISeBehilahSi to @stizie thdp@dRle and renew their hope in
the promises of God.

Below is a brief timeline of the events of the Old Testament. Spend as much time as you need in your group
going over this. There is an article outlining Old Testament history on page 34 if you want to know more.

EETEES CREATION

1900 BC ABRAHAM
Exodus
Numbers

1500BC MOSES / EXODUS
THE FORMATION OF ISRAEL

Joshua

Judges JOSHUA, JUDGES, RUTH
Ruth

1-2 1000 BC THE FIRST KINGS
REIIE] SAUL, DAVID, SOLOMON

1.2 Kings/ 922 BC THE KINGDOM SPLITS (Jeroboam forces a split in the North

Chronicles because of the poor leadership2 ¥ { 2f 2Y 2y Qa
I Kings 12-13
v v
JUDAH (SOUTHERN KINGDOM) ISRAEL (NORTHERN KINGDOM)
ELIJAH
ELISHA
HOSEA, AMOS
ISAIAH c750BC
722 BC ISRAEL FALLS TO ASSYRIA
YLbD Wh{L!Il Q{ w9dB3I0BEC ql¢remiah) (The Samaritans become the
half-caste descendants of the Israelite
people who bonded with the Assyrians)
Daniel 1°T WAVE TAKEN TO BABYLON 605BC  (Daniel and friends)
2"° WAVE TAKEN TO BABYLON 597BC
— 3% WAVE: FALL OF JERUSALEM 586BC
Nehemiah EZRA BRINGS EXILES BACK 458BC
NEHEMIAH REBUILDS CITY 445BC

azy ws

CENTRAL CHURCH HOMEGROUPS: NEHEMIAH Page 8

r



So how did the people of God (Judah) fall so far as to be exiled in
Babylon? Have a look at 2 Chronicles 36:11-21 and Jeremiah 21:1-10.
Do you think God was too harsh on the people?

A

586 BC
¢ KNRdzZAK2dzi LaN}StQa KAad2NB>X D2RQA
people when they failed to humble themselves before his Word. Is
GKSNBE | RAFFSNBYOS o0SGsSSy o6SAy3
being perfectly obedient? (see Psalm 32:5-7 and Nehemiah 1:9). 539 BC
Does modern Christianity demonstrate humility towards the word of
God? Give some examples that you know about. 538 BC
Do YOU demonstrate humility towards the word of God? What
would it look like in the life of the Christian?

522 BC
Nehemiahthe Man o o 520-515 BC
bSKSYAI K SYuUuSNARA U0UKS aoOSysS 2% WdzRI KQ
God have been in exile in Babylon for about 140 years. Read
Nehemiah 1. What does it tell you about the man Nehemiah? 486 BC
Was there anything special about Nehemiah that made him the 465BC
stand-out candidate to lead a great work for the Kingdom of God?

458 BC
Do you ever feel underqualified to be involved in Kingdom work?
What do you think God is especially looking for when he is seeking
someone to serve Him? (see Isaiah 66:2).

445 BC
A theme that will come up over and over again in Nehemiah is v

prayer. Nehemiah prayed X |bt! What does prayerfulness indicate
about a person?

Does prayer characterise your life? Why / Why not?

HISTORY OF THE EXILE

Hdzyof S

Jerusalem falls to
_Babylonians under King

Rukbachalinggzir & dzZNB 2

Babylonian kingdom is
overtaken by the
Persian Empire under
King Cyrus

/ @ NHzaQ 5SON
allows Jewish exiles to
return and rebuild the
temple (as predicted in
Isaiah 44:28)

Darius comes to the
throne in Persia

Tem&le is completed
a AaudzNEe

King Xerxes becomes
king of Persia

King Artaxerxes |
becomes king of Persia

Ezra leads reforms in
the city of Jerusalem
(Ezra 7)

Nehemiah arrives in
Jerusalem in the 20"
year of Artaxerxes |
(Nehemiah 2:1)

0ST2NB L

GKS
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A Common Commitment
Oswald Sanders describes prayer | & @ K
GKS NBfAIA2dza Ayada

QX
c

If there was one key initiative that | would like to see
come out of our study in Nehemiah, it is to renew our
emphasis on prayer, both as individuals and within our
groups. Pray for each other, for the church, for the
world, for whatever is on your heart.

Look over the Central Newsection in the beginning of
this book. There you will learn about some of the issues
the church leadership is facing right now. Please
commit these to prayer as a group and in your own
private prayer times.

At the back of this booklet is a prayer list where you
can make a note of the things you as a group have been
praying about. Please use it as a journal. Then look back
at the end of the term and see how God has been
answering your prayers.

Please commit together to pray not only during your
homegroup meetings, but also during your personal
devotion times. If you do not have a personal devotion
time, this provides a great opportunity to start.

This Week

ayz24i
6 { LIA N& G dzI f

Y2 ai
[ SFRSNEKA L

FyOASYy (s

Special Prayer Points
27 April toN3ay

* Pray for peopl e

talk about them with the groageaadpecis
effort to pray for each of them regule
* Committee of Management on 28 A

* Pray for Girls

* Pray for elderly people in the church wh
attend church and other ministries

*Pray for the Youngiifaittee meeting on F
1 May

* Pray for the Presbytery retreat next we
and 6 with special guest speaker Rod

You would most benefit from the sermons and study series if you read the whole book of Nehemiah this

week.
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NEHEMIAH CHAPTERI1:1

HOLY DISCONTENT

WEER OF TERM

For Starters
When was the last time you cried? What sort of things make you cry?

God made us as emotional beings. Sometimes we cry when we are overwhelmed with joy. Sometimes we
cry when we are overwhelmed with grief. Sometimes it is in response to physical pain. Usually we cry when
our emotions overwhelm us. So it could be said that our tears bear testimony to what we feel most
passionate about.

One of the first things we learn about Nehemiah is that he cried. As we launch into Nehemiah 15 & S Q NB

confronted with a passionate man. The purpose of this study will be to see if we weep for the sorts of
things Nehemiah weeps for.

The Holy City
Read Nehemiah 1:1-4.

In these verses, Nehemiah receives news about the state of the city of Jerusalem. Discuss these questions:
9 Why is Jerusalem so significant to the Old Testament people of God?

1 What role was Jerusalem supposed to play on the world stage? (see Psalm 132:13, Isaiah 14:32,
Isaiah 2:2-5) [NB - Zion is another name for Jerusalem. It was the original fortress built on the
mountain from which the city of Jerusalem developed].

The news Nehemiah receives is bad news: the walls are broken down and the people are in great trouble
and shame. Why does Nehemiah respond with tears?

21* Century Ruins

Nehemiah was passionate about the glory of God and so he was deeply upset about the state of the city of
Jerusalem and its effect on the peopleof God. D2 RQa @AYy Saa Ay bSKSYAlI KQ&
Take a look around your city, the city of Ipswich - its people and culture. If we are concerned for the glory of
God and the witness of God, what should upset us? Make a list (it should be a long list):

If we are the people of God, why are most of us indifferent or desensitised (i 2 ¢ K | pgrihd in tkel LJ
world around us? What causes this?

LJI
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2Kd R2 4S8 KI@S a2 tAGGHES LI aarzy Foz2dai GKS K2y2dN

When we see a problem, it is tempting to sit and criticise instead of doing something positive about it.
Nehemiah identified a problem but (as we shall see) he then becomes part of the solution. Christians have
a tendency to criticise those outside the community of faith for their immoral lifestyles and ungodly
attitudes. Does God call us to be critics of society? Read these passages for some guidance:

1 Jeremiah 29:7 (referring to the people in exile in Babylon)
1 Matthew 5:13-16

1 Philippians 2:14-15

9 2 Corinthians 5:17-20

9 Ephesians 5:1-11

Consider these issues where Christians become critics. Think about how we could instead provide solutions
or at least some help, in each area:

GLG Aa K2NNARoOtS K2g YI
unborn babies. We need to picket outside abortion
Of AYAOa o

61 2Y24SEdzZl £& NS o0SAy
NAIKGaAaD [SGQE FEf &N
D2R KI 6S3a8 K2Y2aSEdza fao

GCKS FLYAf& dzyAl Aadoyp
write a letter to the newspaper telling the people
that God will judge everyone who does not take the
idea of families seriously® ¢

GYARA (KSaS RlFIea R2yQ
between Jesus and Mohammad. Teachers should be
YFRS 2 NBIR (KS . Ao0fS

G5 NXz3a Aake ruinidgOtheSives of young
people- YR A0Qa Fft GKS TFI

a{2 Ylrye 2fR LIS2LXS K
for them. The government needs to do something
o2dzi Al deE
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Nehemiah was driven into action because God put a challenge on his heart for the city of God. God has a

challenge for every Christian, but many of us are not willing to hearitordoit. WL t I OT SNJ &l &8ay
sluggishness with regard to ordinary obedA Sy OS o NAy3Ia RSITySaa oK D2R
Passion for Faithfulnegsage 59). Has God put, or is He putting a particular ministry on your heart - a group

of people or a type of ministry that excites you? Tell the group about it.

If not, why not? Have you been listening to him?

Impossible!
Some of you might be saying all this is too difficult. It could never happen. We come up withexcusest A 1 S X
1 Those peopleut there will never change their ways
f D2RQa LIS2LX S BHERf{ i FSRSNDARNDAA ¥ & NI
9 The church is too small to accomplish anything significant in Ipswich
T tS2LXSQa KSIFENI&a FNB 22 KINR G2 KSINI D2R

C2NJ bSKSYAIFIKSE (GKS GFail YdaAad KI@S 0SSy RlIEdzydAy3s o
the difference between a goodidea and a Godidea. If it is a good idea, it is limited by our potential, our
connections and our resources. But a God idea has no limitations at all.

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to
his power that is at work within us, *to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. (Ephesians 3:20-21)

Do you believe this?

Special Prayer Points
4 to 10May

For Prayer .
Spend some time praying for each other. Consider any Pray for your fr
special ministry interests you have and what can be done =~ ©0d for opportundigsk tthem about the g¢
about them. It has been said that most Christians are not
GNBEAY3A FyedKAYy3 GKI G NBIjdza NBEa D2RRaydor Segsins negiSvgak A 2 y H
think big and depend on our God who is big.

*Pray fadhe Congregational Battidgy nigh

L . * Pray for the homegroup leaders meetir
Pray also for the existing ministry endeavours at Central

Church. *Prayforthbot her sdé Day |

* Pray for our Mot

Pray that our church leaders would have a vision for ministry
AY LLEGAOK +a oA3 a2 D2RQ3 OAaA2yPraysonyoy !y G NB Ay

* Pray for those doing Back to Basis
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NEHEMIAH

LEADERSHIP LESSONS

WEEMK OF TERM

For Starters

In what area or areas are you a leader? Think carefully about this because not all leadership is about having
a recognised position or title (such as manager or school principal). Leadership is influence. If you have
influence over people, then you have a leadership role in their lives. So | ask the question again: in what
area or areas are you a leader?

Do you believe there should be a difference between the way a Christian leader functions and the way a
non-Christian leader functions? What differences can you think of?

Nehemiah, the Leader

Many books have been written about Nehemiah the great leader. These books derive leadership principles
from the life of Nehemiah. You will recall from the introductory comments on page 7 that | believe we need
to be cautious in making heroes out of Old Testament figures, but in this case, | do believe we can find
some good general leadership principles from Nehemiah.

PRINCIPLE 1: A GODLY LEADER PRAYS
As you read through the book of NeheY A I KX &2 dzQf f FAYR (KIFG KS LN} &a 2
lengthy (1:5-11) others are very short (1:4).

Why is prayer important in leadership?

What things should the godly leader pray about?

PRNCIPLE 2: THE GODLY LEADER FACES OPPOSITION

CKS 2LIJaAdA2y (2 bSKSYAIFIKQa ¢2N)] Ay NBodzZAf RAYy3 i
arrived in Jerusalem when his opponents first come to our attention (2:10). He faces serious opposition

including mockery, slander and physical threats in chapters 4 to 6. Read Nehemiah 4:1-3.

Why should godly leaders expect opposition? Read John 15:18-21.

2 KFG a2NI 2F 2R aAGA2Y KIFI @S @2dz KIFIR G2 FF0OS 6KSy

How can we best support those who are leading us when they face opposition?
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PRINCIPLE 3: THE GODLY LEADER CARES
In chapter 5 an issue arises where some people are being poorly treated by other Israelites. Nehemiah
steps in to bring justice for those who were being oppressed.

This reminds us that we are involved in ministry for the people to whom we minister. It becomes tempting
AAYLIX & (2 NHzy GKS LINPINIYYS 2N S@Syid FyR S FSSft
obligations. But leadership is about people. Look at 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12. Note down the way Paul
describes his ministry to the people at the church in Thessalonica.

LG KIFIa 0SSy alrAR GKFEG I OKdzZNOK f SFRSNRa OFNB Aa
those to whom the church is trying to reach. Is this true? And in what way might church leaders
demonstrate care for those not yet part of the ministry life of the church?

twLb/Lt[9 nY ¢19 Dh5[, [9!'59w [9!5{ L! Dh5Q{ 2hw
When the walls had been built, it was time to gather the people together as a community. But this was
D2RQa O2YYdzyAide |yR (KSNBT2NBONeh&rasernB: K f SR GKSY

| I @S &2dz 1y26yY [/ KNRAEAGALY YAYAAGNARASE GKIG Ay GNBAYy

was the result?

In your leadership endeavours, are you leading those whom you influence, into a greater knowledge of God
through His Word? How could you be more effective in this?

PRINCIPLE BHE GODLY LEADER CONFESSES SIN
Nehemiah lived on his knees. His first prayer in chapter 1 is a prayer of confession and again in chapter 9

GKSNBE Aa  GAYS 27F 02 NLJ2 NHainbReeGe? seyFtRissaout &pentahcE:R o0& L &
GOwSLISYidlryOS8 Aa y20G da RSLINBaaAy3a a Al az2dz/R:
R2 I yS¢ YR SEOAGAY3T 62N] Ay (KS OKdIzNDK $KSy ¢
Reeder, From Embers to a Flan 38).
What impact does it have on those being led when their SpEClaI Prayer Points
leaders demonstrate an attitude of repentance before God? 11 to IMay
* Pray for p eoowDesus
For Prayer
Specifically set aside some time to pray for people in all * Pray for Session as it meets on Tue

areas of leadership.

N : |
Pray for your group members who have leadership HEACERAD OB eI s e i)
responsibilities (especially your homegroup leaders). *Pray for those starting the LISTEN ¢

Pray for those at church who bear the responsibility of _
leadership. * Pray for new and expectant mums i
congregation

Pray for community leaders as it says in 1 Timothy 2:1-2.
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NEHEMIAH 18

GOD IS THE SOLUTION

WEEK OF TERM

For Starters
Don Carson says prayer is the greatest need in the Christian church in the Western world. He identifies that
we are not particularly committed to prayer. What do you think keeps people from praying?

bSKSYAlI KQa CANEG hFFAOAIE ! O

Our introduction to the book of Nehemiah has only revealed the problem - the city of Jerusalem is in ruins
and the people of God who live there are in a bad way. Nehemiah is grieved by this news (ch. 1:4). But his
first point of response is to fall to his knees in prayer.

wSI R b SKSY Anlchgp®al:54INI & S NJ
Ly (GKA&a aSaaizy ¢S FINB F2Ay3a G2 GNBFIG bSKSYAlI KQa

what to pray for. Often our prayers backfire because we are not praying godly prayers - they are more
about us than they are about the glory of God.

The Content of a Godly Prayer
Scan through the prayer again and make a note of the types of things he prays and why he prays for each of
these things:

VERSES THINGS PRAYED F&BOUT ‘ WHY PRAY THIS?

5

6-7

8-10

11

/ 2YLI NB bSKSYAI KQa LINID8WNprayeksioktairttisdzildmentsADo yoiNhing S NA ®
they should?
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The Bible and Prayer
The section from verses 8 to 10 largely consists of quotes from earlier Old Testament books (mainly
Deuteronomy). Why is Nehemiah quoting Scripture to God?

How does knowing Scripture help us in our prayers?

Nehemiah is Persistent in Prayer

lYy20KSNJ 1 S8 StSYSylG 2F bSKSYAIFKQa LINF@8SNIEftAFS Aa
WRI & | y Rhe sAeInkniief)verseys). We also find that he prayed from the time he heard the news

in the month of Chislev (November/December) to the time he appeared before the king in chapter 2 which

was the month of Nisan (March/April).

Why are we not as persistent as Nehemiah?
Why are we not as patient as Nehemiah?

Have you ever had to learn patience from God? Tell the group about a time when God answered your
prayer in accordance with His schedule, not yours.

Still Not Sure About Prayer? Spec al Pra e Po nts
C2NJ 42YS8 LI2LX S LINIeAy3d (2 D2R "Aa Ié&mﬂiéu T . dzi
a R

need to be. Because of Jesus we can approach God with !
02t RySaaod Ly | SoNBga tidnedfl e@d ¢S
ANF OS G6AGK O2yTARSYy OS¢ énYME%r%yh
G2 OFff D2R WhdzNJ CFiKSNRZ | yR
to come and talk to him in prayer.

8
Ol y

WaUEOHg l@e@ﬁl%t@tﬁlhsom\/@t

I G desUSEISWEEK NI A y T @

* Pray for Committee of Management as
Tuesday

Pray First o _ * Pray for Ipswich Assist
What are you planning right now? Have you prayed about it?

Share with the group some issues in your life that you would

*Pray for students as they get ready fo
like prayer for before you start acting. y y9 y

* Pray for our Religious Education tea

*Pray for oomssionaries: the Johansons
Skermans, and the Shepleys
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NEHEMIAH 2 and 3

FAITH AT WORK

WEEIE OF TERM

For Starters
Is Church a battle ship or a cruise ship? Which do you think is the better metaphor? Maybe you think it is a
bit of both. Chat about this as a group.

A Royal Decree
Nehemiah spent months praying and fasting for what God had put on his heart - the restoration of the city
of Jerusalem. In chapter 2, his opportunity comes.

Read Nehemiah 2:1-8.

What things strike you as miraculous in these 8 verses?

To what did Nehemiah attribute his success (v. 8)?

Casting the Vision

Nehemiah arrives in Jerusalem and inspects the damage. He knows that this job is not for him to do alone.

It is the work of all the people of God. Nehemiah prepares to talk to them about his plan. Considering the
adFridS 2F YAYR 2F (GKS LJS2LX S O0O0OKIFLIWGSNI mMmYouI K2¢g
proposal?

Read what he says to them in verses 17 and 18. Why do you think his approach stirred them into

supporting the work?

How do you think the people would have felt about committing to this work?

What would drive someone to cast aside feelings of disillusionment and doubt and commit to a project that
will take up to two months and a lot of energy?
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All'In
Chapter 3 contains a list of the workers involved in this great building project. Scan over the first 10 or 12
verses and you will get a feel for what it is about.

This list of names seems like a fairly unimportant thing to include in a biblical book. What does the fact that
LIS2LX SQa ylySa FINB ftAadSR Sttt dzak

D2RQa ¢ 2 NJ antl God kiaSalphce fridi] of us. Does God need us to do his work? Why does a
sovereign God want us to be involved in His work?

What reasons might Christians have (either spoken or unspoken) for not participating in Kingdom work?
How would you respond to each of these?

Kingdom work consists of both formal and informal work:

Informal work is what you do without being asked or organised. It is chatting to a new person at
church, helping pack up after church meeting, ringing a person to encourage them during the week,
meeting with a new believer and helping them understand the Bible.

Formal work is being part of an official ministry such as teaching Sunday School, being on the
supper roster or being part of the committee of management.

Both formal and informal ministries are essential in every church and for every Christian. We encourage
each believer to be involved in both.

| 2¢g Oly @&2dz FAYR &2dzNJ LX I OS Ay (KS OKdzZNOKQ&a YA&aA

Attitude i i
Our attitude to ministry work is so important. What attitude SpeCZ|Sat| Emzayer P0|ntS
o 3Way

did Jesus demonstrate to us when God sent Him on his earthly
mission? Read Philippians 2:4-11.
* Pray that you would be able to tell somg
Jesus this week
Why is humility so important in Christian ministry?
* Pray for Presbytery as it meets next

* Pray fadhe Toddler Time ministry
For Prayer

Spend some time praying for each other in the ministries each
of you is involved in. If some are not involved, pray that a
serving opportunity would come up for them.

* Pray for our Sunday School and tea
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NEHEMIAHahd 6

FACING EXTERNAL OFRQN

WEEKR OF TERM

For Starters

Think of a time you have faced serious opposition (maybe in a sporting competition or in a work situation
or applying for a job). Was having the opposition an altogether bad thing? Are there advantages in having
to deal with an opponent?

Opposition

In chapter 3 we saw the returned exiles hard at work building the walls and gates around the city of

WSNHza £ SY® . dzii y2¢ (KSNBQa ruenNBadbaliit3e goten@ of Samaridi K Sy ¢
and Tobiah, i KS 3I2 @SNy 2NJ 2F ! YY2y0 | NB dzJaSi oe oKIGQa 13
response.

Read the passages and note what form the opposition took and the response in each case:

SECTION ' TYPE OF OPPOSITION bol9aL! |l Q{f w9{thb{!
Ch4:1-3 V. 4-6

Ch 4:7-8 v.9,14

Ch 6:1-2 v.3

Ch 6:5-7 v.8,9

Ch6:10, 13 v.11-14

Have you ever faced any of these forms of external opposition in ministry work you have been involved in?
Tell the group about it and also discuss which form of opposition would be hardest for you to stand up to?

Could it be said that external resistance is a good sign for the people of God? Why?

What are we tempted to do when faced with resistance (reading chapter 4:10-12 might help)?
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Lurking Behind the Scenes
According to the New Testament, who is the Y| 2 2 NJ
(Matthew 16:22-23).

2 JLJ2aAy3 F2NDOS | 3IFAyal

How do you see Satan working in the world today to neutralise the people of God and the work of God?

Was it faithless for Nehemiah to pray but then also to place guards for the workers? Why / Why not?

Read Nehemiah 4:16 again. Now read Matthew 10:28. How do these verses help us face opposition?

Discuss ways the church can work together to stand up
under opposition.

For Prayer
Pray for our brothers and sisters around the world who are
facing genuine physical persecution for their faith in Jesus.

t Ny @ GKIFIGO D2RQAa {AYy3IR2Y ¢
are many who stand opposed to the good news of Jesus.

Special Prayer Points
1to 7 June

* Pray that Satan would not keep you fro
Jesus with your friends this week

* Pray for Session as it meets next w

* Pray for the Craft Group as it aims to re

3 ladies in the name of Jesus
2dz2 R | ROl y0S S@gSy (K2
* Pray for our Brigades

dz3 K
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NEHEMIAH 5

FACING TERNAL OPPDI®N

WEEI OF TERM

For Starters
How do you approach personal conflict? Do you like to get things dealt with or are you more likely to let
things continue unresolved? Why are you like that?

More Trouble
As if having to deal with Sanballat and Tobiah was not enough, now Nehemiah is confronted with strife
within his own camp. Read chapter 5 together.

These committed people of God had given up everything to pursue this building project to the glory of God.
But now they were facing a financial crisis. Some did not have food and were being forced to quit the work
to find food for their families (v 2). Others who had some properties had been forced to mortgage them (v.
3). A third group borrowed money and now were forced to put their children into slavery to pay their
debts.

The biggest concern was that the nobles of Israel were part of the problem - they were among the
mortgagees who were exacting interest from their own people forcing their brothers and sisters into
slavery.

2Kl G Aa bSKSYAIKQa NBaLRyasS Ay OSNBES K ,odedeadi A OS

to the other).

Compare the attitude of the Israelites in chapter 5 with the attitude of the first Christians in Acts 4:32-37.
What motivations lie behind these contrasting attitudes?

Why is internal strife detrimental to the cause of the gospel?

Reason 1: John 13:34-35; John 17:20-21

Reason 2: Acts 6:1-2

Confrontation
Nehemiah knew he had to act to deal with the issue. Most of us avoid confrontational situations like that.
Why?
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What should our approach be when we know we have to talk to someone about an issue that is creating
conflict?

What was the attitude of the nobles and officials when Nehemiah spoke to them? To what do you attribute
their right response?

Looking After One Another
How is mutual love and care demonstrated in;

9 Your circle of Christian friends?
1 Your homegroup?
1 Your church?

What factors are necessary in order to create an environment

of genuine love, care and respect within a Christian SpEClaI Prayer POlntS

community? 8 to 15 June

* Pray for your friends who have not hear:
Ask God that he would use you in their d

Jesus
For Prayer

Pray for unity in all areas of church life and even between

_ . ) * Pray for Committee of Management as i
different churches in Ipswich.

week

Pray for needy people in our church family and ask God if he

would have YOU do anything about it. * Pray for the oAl

course which starts next term

* Pray for those involved in our créche r

For Next Week
It would be a great help ifyouread thestorySy 0 A 1 f SR W/ 2y FSaaAz2yQ adl NIAy3
54881 Q8 K2YSINRdzL) YSSiGiAYy3Id ¢KFiG oAttt al@S |+ t2a 27
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CONFESSION

From Blue Like Jazlay Donald Miller
Pre-reading for Study 8.

Each year at Reed College they have a festival called Ren Fayre. They shut down the campus so students
can party.

Some of the Christian students in our little group decided this was a pretty good place to come out of the
closet, letting everybody know there were a few Christians on campus. Tony and | were sitting around in
my room one afternoon talking about what to do, how to explain who we were to a group of students who,
in the past, had expressed hostility toward Christians. Like our friends, we felt like Ren Fayre was the time
to do this. | said we should build a confession booth in the middle of campus and paint a sign on it that said
"Confess your sins." | said this because | knew a lot of people would be sinning, and Christian spirituality
begins by confessing our sins and repenting. | also said it as a joke. But Tony thought it was brilliant. He sat
there on my couch with his mind in the clouds, and he was scaring the crap out of me because, for a
second, then for a minute, | actually believed he wanted to do it.

"Tony," | said very gently.
"What?" he said, with a blank stare at the opposite wall.

"We are not going to do this," | told him. He moved his gaze down the wall and directly into my eyes. A
smile came across his face.

"Oh, we are, Don. We certainly are. We are going to build a confession booth!"

We met in Commons - Penny, Nadine, Mitch, Iven, Tony, and I. Tony said | had an idea. | told them | had a
stupid idea that we couldn't do without getting attacked. They leaned in. | told them that we should build a
confession booth in the middle of campus and paint a sign on it that said "Confess your sins." Penny put her
hands over her mouth. Nadine smiled. lven laughed. Mitch started drawing the designs for the booth on a
napkin. Tony nodded his head. | wet my pants.

Okay, you guys." Tony gathered everybody's attention. "Here's the catch." He leaned in a little and
collected his thoughts. ‘We are not actually going to accept confessions." We all looked at him in confusion.
He continued, 'We are going to confess to them. We are going to confess that, as followers of Jesus, we
have not been very loving; we have been bitter, and for that we are sorry. We will apologize for the
Crusades, we will apologize for televangelists, we will apologize for neglecting the poor and the lonely, we
will ask them to forgive us, and we will tell them that in our selfishness, we have misrepresented Jesus on
this campus. We will tell people who come into the booth that Jesus loves them."

All of us sat there in silence because it was obvious that something beautiful and true had hit the table with
a thud. We all thought it was a great idea, and we could see it in each other's eyes. It would feel so good to
apologize, to apologize for the Crusades, for Columbus and the genocide he committed in the Bahamas in
the name of God, apologize for the missionaries who landed in Mexico and came up through the West
slaughtering Indians in the name of Christ. | wanted so desperately to say that none of this was Jesus, and |
wanted so desperately to apologize for the many ways | had misrepresented the Lord. | could feel that | had
betrayed the Lord by judging, by not being willing to love the people He had loved and only giving lip
service to issues of human rights.

| prayed about getting in the confession booth. | wondered whether | could apologize and mean it. |
wondered whether | could humble myself to a culture that, to some degree, had wronged us. But | could
see in Penny's face, in Iven's eyes, that this was what they wanted; they wanted to love these people, their
friends, and it didn't matter to them what it cost.
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Friday night we went to the Thesis parade and watched everybody get drunk and beat drums and dance in
the spray of beer. The next morning, while everybody was sleeping off their hangovers, Mitch, Tony, and |
started building the thing. Mitch had the plans drawn out. The booth was huge, much bigger than |
expected, almost like a shed complete with a slanted roof and two small sections inside, one for the monk
and the other for the confessor. Nadine painted “"Confession Booth' in large letters on the outside of the
booth.

As the campus started to gather energy, people walking along the sidewalk would ask what we were doing.
They stood there looking at the booth in wonder. "What are we supposed to do?" they would ask. "Confess
your sins," we told them. "To who?" they would say. "To God," we would tell them. "There is no God," they
would explain. Some of them told us this was the boldest thing they had ever seen. All of them were kind,
which surprised us.

The party goes till nearly dawn, so we started working the booth. We lit tiki torches and mounted them in
the ground just outside the booth. Tony and Iven were saying that | should go first, which | didn't want to
do, but | played bold and got in the booth. | could hear the rave happening in the student center across
campus. Who wants to stop dancing to confess their sins? And | realized that this was a bad idea, that none
of this was God's idea. Nobody was going to get angry, but nobody was going to care very much either.

| was going to tell Tony that | didn't want to do it when he opened the curtain and said we had our first
customer.

"What's up, man?" Duder sat himself on the chair with a smile on his face.

| asked him his name, and he said his name was Jake. | shook his hand because | didn't know what to do,
Egzl,b\;\./hat is this? I'm supposed to tell you all of the juicy gossip | did at Ren Fayre, right?" Jake said.

"No."

"Okay, then what? What's the game?" He asked.

"Not really a game. More of a confession thing."

"You want me to confess my sins, right?"

"No, that's not what we're doing, really."

"What's the deal, man? What's with the monk outfit?"

"Well, we are, well, a group of Christians here on campus, you know."

"| see. Strange place for Christians, but | am listening."

"Thanks," | told him. He was being very patient and gracious. "Anyway, there is this group of us, just a few
of us who were thinking about the way Christians have sort of wronged people over time. You know, the
Crusades, all that stuff. .. "

"Well, | doubt you personally were involved in any of that, man® ¢

"No, l wasn't,” | told him. "But the thing is, we are followers of Jesus. We believe that He is God and all, and

He represented certain ideas that we have sort of not done a good job at representing. He has asked us to
represent Him well, but it can be very hard."”
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"] see," Jake said.

""So there is this group of us on campus who wanted to confess to you."

"You are confessing to me!" Jake said with a laugh.

b, SIKd 28 | NB Oz2y¥Saairya (G2 &2dzd L YSEys L Y Oz2y
"You're serious.” His laugh turned to something of a straight face.

| told him | was. He looked at me and told me | didn't have to. | told him | did, and | felt very strongly in that
moment that | was supposed to tell Jake that | was sorry about everything.

"What are you confessing?" he asked.

I shook my head and looked at the ground. "Everything," | told him.

"Explain," he said.

"There's a lot. | will keep it short," | started. "Jesus said to feed the poor and to heal the sick. | have never
done very much about that. Jesus said to love those who persecute me. | tend to lash out, especially if | feel
threatened, you know, if my ego gets threatened. Jesus did not mix His spirituality with politics. | grew up
doing that. It got in the way of the central message of Christ. | know that was wrong, and | know that a lot
of people will not listen to the words of Christ because people like me, who know Him, carry our own
agendas into the conversation rather than just relaying the message Christ wanted to get across. There's a
lot more, you know."

"It's all right, man," Jake said, very tenderly. His eyes were starting to water.

"Well," | said, clearing my throat, "l am sorry for all of that."

"| forgive you," Jake said. And he meant it.

"Thanks," | told him.

He sat there and looked at the floor, then into the fire of a candle. "It's really cool what you guys are
doing," he said. "A lot of people need to hear this."

"Have we hurt a lot of people?" | asked him.
"You haven't hurt me. | just think it isn't very popular to be a Christian, you know. Especially at a place like
this. I don't think too many people have been hurt. Most people just have a strong reaction to what they

see on television. All these well-dressed preachers supporting the Republicans.”

"That's not the whole picture,” | said. "That's just television. | have friends who are giving their lives to feed
the poor and defend the defenseless. They are doing it for Christ."

"You really believe in Jesus, don't you?" he asked me.

"Yes, | think | do. Most often | do. | have doubts at times, but mostly | believe in Him. It's like there is
something in me that causes me to believe, and | can't explain it."

"You said earlier that there was a central message of Christ. | don't really want to become a Christian, you
know, but what is that message?"
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"The message is that man sinned against God and God gave the world over to man, and that if somebody
wanted to be rescued out of that, if somebody for instance finds it all very empty, that Christ will rescue
them if they want; that if they ask forgiveness for being a part of that rebellion then God will forgive them® €

‘What is the deal with the cross?" Jake asked.

"God says the wages of sin is death,” | told him. 'And Jesus died so that none of us would have to. If we
have faith in that then we are Christians."”

AWhat do you believe about God?" | asked him.

" don't know. | guess | didn't believe for a long time, you know. The science of it is so sketchy. | guess |
believe in God though. | believe somebody is responsible for all of this, this world we live in. It is all very
confusing."”

"Jake, if you want to know God, you can. | am just saying if you ever want to call on Jesus, He will be there."

"Thanks, man. | believe that you mean that." His eyes were watering again. "This is cool what you guys are
doing," he repeated. "l am going to tell my friends about this."

"l don't know whether to thank you for that or not,” | laughed. "I have to sit here and confess."

He looked at me very seriously. "It's worth it," he said. He shook my hand, and when he left the booth there
was somebody else ready to get in. It went like that for a couple of hours. | talked to about thirty people,
and Tony took confessions on a picnic table outside the booth. Many people wanted to hug when we were
done. All of the people who visited the booth were grateful and gracious. | was being changed through the
process. | went in with doubts and came out believing so strongly in Jesus | was ready to die and be with
Him. | think that night was the beginning of change for a lot of us.

Sometime around two or three in the morning, the night we took confessions, | was walking off the campus
and | felt very strongly that Jesus was relevant in this place. | felt very strongly that if He was not relevant
here then He was not relevant anywhere. | felt very peaceful in that place and very sober. | felt very
connected to God because | had confessed so much to so many people and had gotten so much off my
chest and | had been forgiven by the people | had wronged with my indifference and judgmentalism. | was
going to sit there for a little while, but it was cold and the grass was damp. | went home and fell asleep on
the couch and the next morning made coffee and sat on the porch at Graceland and wondered whether the
things that happened the night before had actually happened. | was out of the closet now. A Christian. So
many years before | had made amends to God, but now | had made amends to the world. | was somebody
who was willing to share my faith. It felt kind of cool, kind of different. It was very relieving.
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NEHEMIAH X0

HEART CONDITION

WEER OF TERM

ForStarters

Martin Luther spoke of repentance as a daily attitude for the Christian. The Christian life is a life of
repentance as we continually turn FROMour own ways and turn TOD 2 RQ & 4 'What ficBoid keefza ©
modern Christians from having a repentant attitude?

wSalLR2yRAYy3 (G2 D2RQa 2 2NR

After completing the walls around Jerusalem, Nehemiah sets about rebuilding the people. The people
return to the city and he establishes order there (chapter 7). His next priority is that they reacquaint
themselves with the word of God (chapter 8) and to have hearts that are right before God.

Read 8:9 and 9:1-2.

D2RQa 2 2NR f $hRethifgsS LIS2LX S (2
1. Celebrate (chapter 8:10-18);

2. Confess (chapter 9); and
3. Commit (chapter 10).

In this study, we will focus on the second of these - confession. Read chapter 9 as a group and discuss the
LIS2 L SQ& F LIWNERIFOK (G2 D2R Ay GKAA LINF &SNW

,2dzNJ K2YSg2N)] otk a G2 NBFR GKS FINIAOES OFfttSR W 2y
have not read it, it might be good to give them a summary.

Reflections
5Aa0dzaa 52yQa a02NEB |vy2y3ad GKS 3INRdz2JP 5AR KAa SE
can learn from his experience?

Does this story make you think differently about repentance and in particular, about the way Christians are
perceived in our society?

Why do you think confession disarms people who might be against us?
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Do you think a public act of repentance would have any impact on people in our city?

What things do you think Christians in Australia should publicly repent for, even if we are not personally
responsible for those things?

Forgiveness
When we confess our sins to God, what does he do? See Nehemiah 9:17b and 1 John 1:9.

Special Prayer Points

For Prayer

Give thanks to God that he sent Jesus into this world to 15to 21 June

deal with our sin, so that as we repent and believe the

gospel, there is forgiveness of sin. * Pray that your witness to your friends v

showered in an attitude of repentance ¢
Spend some time asking God what you need to repent

about. * Pray for the State Assembly of the Pre
Church of Queensland (June 22 to |

* Pray for the O0AI
course which staxisterm

* Pray for the Portfolio membersoaditizdy
ministry initiatives in the church

y
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NEHEMIAH-1B

DISSATISFIED

WEEHKOOF TERM

For Starters
Reflect back over the series in Nehemiah. Discuss in the group anything that has been personally valuable
or challenging for you in your Christian walk.

2500S al RS LOH

The exiled people at last have something to celebrate. The city is looking good. They have sorted their lives
out with God. And now they are flocking back to Jerusalem and community structures are put in place
(leadership in chapter 11 and religious structures in chapter 12:1-26).

That means it is time to rejoice as the people of God living in the place God had appointed for them, under
the rulership of God (His Word). Together they celebrate and dedicate the wall in chapter 12:27-43.

No We Have Not!

You might be excused for thinking this is the high point of Jewish history. But change needs to be more
than in our external appearance. Change must happen in the heart. In chapter 13, we learn that despite
their confession and commitments, the people of God have not truly changed. The very commitments they
made in chapter 10 are broken shortly afterwards.

Look up these references and make a note of the original commitment, how it was broken, and by whom?

What was the promise | How was it broken? Who broke it?
10:30

10:31

10:39

2 KFd 6Fada bSKSYAlFKQa NBaLlRyas$S (2 GKSasS Tl AfdNBaK |
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any lasting change?
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Why were the people of God going back to their old ways of sin?

Is there a Solution?

Sin is the most basic human problem. Every human being suffers under it and every human being will suffer
its consequences. But there is a way free and God foreshadowed this through the prophet Jeremiah. Look
up Jeremiah 31:31-34. Then look up Hebrews 8:6-13. Who is the mediator of the new and better covenant?

Why is it better? Hebrews 10:11-14.

If change must happen in the heart, what happens in the heart of the believer under the New and better
Covenant? John 14:15-17.

Ly (GKS SYRI DbSKSYAIFIKQ&d NBF2N¥A& 6SNB AYLRNIIYy(diX od
Nehemiah 13 without any clear future for the people of God, except for the promises of God. God had
promised a deliverer who would deal with the problem of sin once and for all.

After about 400 years of silence, this deliverer comes

into the world. Look up his very first words in public Special Prayer Points
ministry - Mark 1:14-15. What is the key to receiving 22 to 29 June
the blessings of this new covenant with God?

* Pray that your friends who do not knoy
wouldinderstand that sin is their big prob|

For Prayer turn to Jesus for the solution

Thank God that he sent Jesus as the solution to our sin
problem. * Pray for the State Assembly of the Pre

Church of Queensland (June 22 to .
Pray areas in your own life where you know you slip
into disobedience to God. Ask God to help you obey * Pray for the 6AI

him more faithfully. course which starts next term

* Prayor the Presbytery meeting next

* Pray for safety for all church member:
upcoming holiday period
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A Brief Overview of Old Testame nt History

The following is extracted from the book How to Read the Bible Book by Book by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart

The beginning of the biblical story takes root in the lengthy narrative that tells the story of God's chosen
people, Israel. The first of the five books of Moses (Genesis) relates the beginnings of everything (Creation
and Fall) and then focuses especially on God's call and covenant with Abraham and his seed, promising
both to make them a numerous people and to give them the land of Canaan. After rescuing the people from
slavery in Egypt (the exodus), God meets with them at Mount Sinai in the vast Sinai wilderness. Here he
makes a second covenant with Israel that takes the form of "the law," which includes the building of a
tabernacle (Exodus), the place where God will dwell among his people and where they are to worship him
with proper offerings and sacrifices (Leviticus) as a part of the way they uphold their end of the covenant.

As the people prepare to leave Sinai and make their way to the promised land, the number of men twenty
years old and older are counted (those who will be Israel's warriors) and placed around the tabernacle in
battle formation (Numbers). Thus they are prepared to take their place in the holy war by which they are to
gain the land God had promised to their fathers-Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Before they embark on this
conquest, Moses gives them a review of this history, another overview of the law, and the blessings and
curses (promises and threats) of a kind that accompany ancient covenants; in their case, disobedience to
God's covenant meant exile, but with a promised, even more glorious restoration in the form of a new exodus
(Deuteronomy).

After the story of the initial conquest and occupation of the land (Joshua) come stories of their failures to
keep covenant with God, their true King (Judges). In this latter story (including Ruth), we are prepared for the
next major turn in the main story line-that God will rule Israel through an earthly king. The books of Samuel
thus tell the story of David, with whom God makes another covenant- that one of his sons will never fail to sit
on the throne in Israel, as long as they keep covenant with God. As in many ancient kingships, David himself
was also understood to embody the people, a key element in many of the psalms and in the final unfolding of
the story of Jesus of Nazareth. But alas, the story of Israel repeats itself, as one king after another leads
Israel astray to pursue other gods (1 -2 Kings). Indeed, within two generations David's kingdom is divided
into two parts. The northern kingdom (Israel; sometimes called Ephraim by the psalmists and prophets) falls
to the Assyrians in 722 B.C. and for all practical purposes ceases to exist as a distinct entity. The southern
kingdom (Judah) falls to the Babylonians in 586 B.C. In this case, the leading people carried into exile in
Babylon thus form part of the remnant through whom God will still work out his redemptive plans.

The exile brought untold misery and trauma to God's people, since they lost their promised land and their
temple-the primary evidence of God's special presence and of their being his people. Especially through the
prophetic ministry of Ezekiel, the exiles were held together. Many, though by no means the majority, were
finally restored to their land under the Persians and rebuilt the temple (Ezra 1-6); about a century later, Ezra
and Nehemiah led a further return of exiles and were instrumental in bringing about a significant reform (Ezra
7-10; Nehemiah). During this same overall restoration period, the story of Judah is retold from a more
positive perspective (1-2 Chronicles), while Esther tells the story of the Jewish exiles throughout the Persian
Empire being saved from annihilation.

As you read through the books in this section of the Bible, you will find various threads that hold the larger
narrative together: God's covenants with his people; God's faithfulness to them despite their repeated
unfaithfulness to him; God's choice of the lesser and the unfavoured ones (his choosing the "weak to shame
the strong" [1 Cor 1:271); God's redeeming his people from slavery to make them his own; God's dwelling
among them in tabernacle and temple as the gift of his renewed presence on earth (lost in the Fall); God's
gift of the law in order to reshape them into his own likeness; God's provision of a sacrificial system-the "red
thread" of blood poured out for the life of another-as his way of offering forgiveness; God's choice of a king
from Judah who would represent him on earth and thus prepare the way for his own coming in the person of
Jesus. These are the matters that make the whole story hold together as one story. Be watching for them as
you read.
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FURTHER READING

ABOUTUNDERSTANDINIHE OLD TESTAMENT
9 Edmund Clowney, The Unfolding Mystery: Discovering Christ in the Old Testam&mR, 1988.
1 William Dumbrell, The Faith of Israel: Its Expression in the Books of the Old Testament. Baker, 1988.
1 Graeme Goldsworthy, According to Plan: The Unfolding Revelation of God in the Bib|&991.
1 Graeme Goldsworthy, Gospel and KingdorRaternoster, 1981.

9 JohnJob, The Teaching of the Old Testameatipture Union, 1984.

ABOUT NEHEMIAH
1 James Boice, Nehemiah: An Expositional Commentdaker, 1990.

9 F. Charles Fensham, The Books of Nehemiah and Ezra: The New International Commentary on the
Old Testamentterdmans, 1996.

9 Jonathan Lamb, Faith in the Face of Danger: NehamiAuthentic, 2004.

9 J.1. Packer, A Passion for Faithfulness: Wisdom from the Book of ISddtuer & Stoughton, 1995.
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