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TERM 2 PROGRAMME 
 
 
Week 1   Study:   The Head and the Heart 
(20 to 24 April)  Sermon Series:  Saved - Reflections on the Cross of Christ 
 
 
Week 2   Study 1: Introducing Nehemiah  
(27 April to 1 May)   
 
 
Week 3   Study 2:  Holy Discontent  
(4 to 8 May)  Sermon text: Nehemiah 1:1-4 

[ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ meeting: Most groups will not meet 

 
 
Week 4   Study 3:  Leadership Lessons 
(11 to 15 May)  Sermon: MotherΩǎ 5ŀȅ (unrelated to the study) 

 
  
  

Week 5   Study 4: God is The Solution 
(18 to 22 May)  Sermon text: Nehemiah 1:5-11 
 
 
 
Week 6   Study 5: Faith At Work 
(25 to 29 May)  Sermon text: Nehemiah 2 and 3 
 
 
 
Week 7   Study 6: Facing External Opposition 
(1 to 5 June)  Sermon text: Nehemiah 4 and 6 

[ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΥ aƻǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘ 

 
 
Week 8   Study 7: Facing Internal Opposition 
(8 to 12 June)  Sermon text: Nehemiah 5 
 
 
 
Week 9   Study 8: Heart Condition 
(15 to 19 June)  Sermon text: Nehemiah 7 to 10 
 
 
 
Week 10  Study 9: Dissatisfied 
(22 to 26 June)  Sermon text: Nehemiah 11 to 13 
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HOMEGROUPS AT CENTRAL CHURCH 
 
Thanks for Being Part of a Homegroup 
Central homegroups are the backbone to our church. Sunday services are important, but in homegroups 
there is greater opportunity for learning together, serving together, caring together, praying together and 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ not saved into isolation, but into a community and the best expression 
of that community is in homegroups. 
 
Making the Most of Your Homegroup Time 
!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŜŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
important comƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦŜǿΥ 
 

Be There: Your presence encourages others. It means you are not only committed to the 
group, but to the other members of the group. Being inconsistent sends a negative 
message to everyone else. 

 
 Prayer:  Pray for the people in your group, especially your group leader. 
 

Prepare: Read any parts of the Bible that your leader suggests, do any homework that 
comes out of the study. It will not be onerous and you will benefit from it.  

 
Care: Be willing to give of yourself to the others in your group. ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά[ƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ 

another for love is from God and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 
DƻŘέ όм WƻƘƴ пΥтύΦ 

 
Why Do the Same Study? 
This booklet is the first study series prepared by Central Church to be used across all of our homegroups. As 
a new concept, it will take some getting used to, but please be patient and we think you will find it to be a 
good thing. What are the advantages of doing studies this way? 
 

Unity: Doing the same study means all across the church we are learning the same things 
at the same time. It can provide topics of conversation across the whole church. 

 
Growth: People learn better when they hear things more than once. People learn better 

when they hear things more than once. Marketing people know this. That is why 
you see the same commercials on tv over and over again. But it is true. Most 
people will only remember one or two points from a Sunday sermon (and they are 
usually the stories that are told as illustrations). People learn best when given the 
opportunity to talk over the subject matter. By hearing the sermon on Sunday and 
then being involved in a homegroup discussion during the week, you will find the 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǎƻǿƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΦ 
 

Relevance: By preparing our own studies, we can be specific about issues that impact all of us 
in our time and place. Most group study materials are from America or were 
written 10 or 20 years ago and speak to issues of another place or time. You will 
find that the studies we prepare will be practical and relevant in Ipswich, today. 

 
You will also find that this booklet provides helpful information about what is happening in and around 
Central Church and will give you up to date information about matters for prayer. 
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FROM THE ELDERS 
The Elders want you to be informed about issues going on in the life of the Church. Below is a brief update 
concerning some of the agenda items that the Elders have been dealing with of late. 
 
WƻƘƴΩǎ wŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ 
¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ {Ŏƻǘǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎǘŜp 
ŦƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ 
with both a formal dinner and an informal Sunday lunch. We now step into a new era of team ministry and 
we value your prayers for all our staff - Scott, Greg, Josh, Paul, Peter and Jenny.  
 
Visiting the Valley 
Some of you may not be aware that we have sister congregations at Coominya, Toogoolawah and Forest 
Hill. At present, Paul Blake ministers to Coominya and Toogoolawah (2 days per week) and Brian Hoy, a 
hospital chaplain, is preaching each Sunday at Forest Hill. The Elders have visited each of these areas in the 
last couple of months. Our desire is to continue and expand our ministry endeavours in these areas and we 
value your prayers for the members who meet faithfully in these centres and those who minister to them. 
 
Video Ezy 
Coming up on the horizon is decision-making time concerning Video Ezy. Central Church owns the entire 
building where both our Auditorium and Video Ezy shop are located. Video Ezy are our tenants, but the 
lease is up for renewal early in 2010. The space would be very valuable to us as our services continue to 
grow. To take over the whole building would also allow area for a reasonable entrance and meeting area, 
library/bookshop anŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻǿƴǎƛŘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ 
from Video Ezy. Please pray for the elders as they consider these options. 
 
Ipswich Assist 
The elders have been greatly encouraged by the appointment of Dez Auld as co-ordinator of Ipswich Assist. 
Dez is enthusiastic and is working hard to meet both physical and spiritual needs of the people he and his 
team are meeting in this important ministry area. 
 
Plans for under 21 South Street 
Our office has moved to 21 South Street, but the small carpark under the building is vacant. We are 
investigating options to maximise the use of this area for ministry. It could be very useful space as a youth 
drop in centre and an area Ipswich Assist might use for ministry contact with clients. 
 
Commitment Series 
The Elders want to ask you to support the ministry of Central Church. Later in the year, Scott will preach a 
series of sermons emphasising the various commitments that Christ calls us to when we commit to Jesus. 
These include serving, praying, helping and giving of your financial means. Included in this, will be an 
invitation to you to express your commitment through a commitment card. The card helps us know how to 
plan financially for 2010. It will 
include your weekly commitment to 
give. Your cards will only be seen by 
Scott and his assistant and we will 
not be following you up on your 
commitment but simply emphasising 
that giving is an essential part of our 
discipleship to Christ and love for his 
church. Please talk to your 
homegroup leader or an elder about 
this if you have questions. 
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WARNING! ȣ OLD TESTAMENT BOOK APPROACHING 
¸ŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ŀƴ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ōƻƻƪΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ǌǳƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
rules of engagement when tackling the Old Testament. ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦ 
 
RULE NUMBER 1: 5ƻƴΩǘ .Ŝ ŀ IŜǊƻ 
Think of yourself a regular Israelite, not the hero. Too often we read about great heroes of the faith such as 
Moses, David or Nehemiah and think that God wants us to be more like them. Yes, there are lessons we can 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΣ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŜǘŎΧΦ (we will do some of this as we 
look at the life of Nehemiah). But over and over again our heroes fail, so we need to be cautious in simply 
applying lessons from their lives. God is always the main focus, not individuals, and He wants us to learn 
how he has acted in calling people to himself that they would love and honour him in relationship with him. 
 
If you are a Christian, you are one of the household of God. In the Old Testament, the household of God 
was the people of Israel. Our identification should be with them. 
 
From time to time, God raised up heroes who would save these people from disaster (eg. David in fighting 
GoliŀǘƘΣ aƻǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴǎύΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǾƛƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
people. In this case, these heroes are representing the final work of salvation that would happen when 
WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜΦ {ƻ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
good! 
 
bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜŀǊ ōƻǘƘ ƘŀǘǎΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƻΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǊŜad. 
 
RULE NUMBER 2: Be Careful with Historical Events 
Ask yourself whether the passage is describing an event that happened or prescribing something for us to 
do. A lot of things are mentioned in the Bible without the Biblical writers condoning them. An example is 
when Gideon put out his fleece. Nowhere does the Bible recommend that we put God to the test. In fact, it 
says we should do the opposite (Matthew 4:7). This story only shows that God is gracious and patient with 
us, despite our failure to trust him at his word. 
 
RULE NUMBER 3: Stand Back 
Stand back and look at what God is doing. Often his actions are not explicit, but he is always there. Ask 
yourself, what does it teach us about: 

Á DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ  
Á DƻŘΩǎ involvement in the world, 
Á DƻŘΩǎ love for his people,  
Á DƻŘΩǎ attitude to sin,  
Á how God intervenes for, and saves his people. 

 
RULE NUMBER 4: 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ wŀōōƛ 
Where is Jesus? You will find that all passages either speak of a Saviour or cry out ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
make your study a Christian study. LŦ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ōȅ ŀ WŜǿƛǎƘ wŀōōƛΣ then you 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ran a homegroup study about the Old 
¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘΥ 
 

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself (Luke 24:27). 

 
All the Scriptures speak to us of the unfolding plan of God to save his people through Jesus. If we miss that 
point, we miss the big thing God is trying to tell us. Somebody once summarised it well: "The New 
Testament is in the Old concealed, the Old is in the New revealed.έ 
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1 

Genesis 
 
 
 
Exodus 
Numbers 
 
 
Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 
 
1-2 
Samuel 
 
 
1-2 Kings/ 
Chronicles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daniel 
 
 
Ezra 
Nehemiah 

NEHEMIAH 

INTRODUCING NEHEMIAH 
     

      WEEK 2 OF TERM 

 
For Starters 
Think of a church leader (pastor, ŜƭŘŜǊΣ ƘƻƳŜƎǊƻǳǇ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ ƳŜƴǘƻǊΣ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŜǘŎΧύ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
impact on your spiritual life. Tell the group what it was about them that most impressed you. 
 
First things First 
Who is the shortest man in the Bible? Ne-hi-miah of course. Ok, really bad joke. But who was Nehemiah? 
Before we can look seriously at something written by this obscure guy, we need to know something about 
him and particularly about the time and place in which he lived.  
 
Nehemiah lived towards the very end of the history described in the Old Testament. He did not live in 
Israel. He was amongst the exiles who were living in foreign captivity in the Persian capital of Susa. 
Nehemiah was several generations into the period of exile and never saw Jerusalem in its glory. These were 
dark tƛƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘ raised Nehemiah up to restore the people and renew their hope in 
the promises of God. 
 
Below is a brief timeline of the events of the Old Testament. Spend as much time as you need in your group 
going over this. There is an article outlining Old Testament history on page 34 if you want to know more. 
 
 

 CREATION 
 

1900 BC  ABRAHAM 
 
1500 BC MOSES / EXODUS 
  THE FORMATION OF ISRAEL 
 
  JOSHUA, JUDGES, RUTH 
 
1000 BC THE FIRST KINGS 
  SAUL, DAVID, SOLOMON 

 
922 BC THE KINGDOM SPLITS (Jeroboam forces a split in the North 

because of the poor leadership ƻŦ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ wŜƘƻōƻŀƳύ 
 I Kings 12-13 

 
 
   
   JUDAH (SOUTHERN KINGDOM)     ISRAEL (NORTHERN KINGDOM) 
          ELIJAH 
          ELISHA 
            

HOSEA, AMOS 
   ISAIAH   c750BC 

722 BC   ISRAEL FALLS TO ASSYRIA 
 

   YLbD Wh{L!IΩ{ w9Chwa{  c630BC  (Jeremiah)  (The Samaritans become the  
half-caste descendants of the Israelite 
people who bonded with the Assyrians) 

   1ST
 WAVE TAKEN TO BABYLON 605BC    (Daniel and friends) 

   2
ND

 WAVE TAKEN TO BABYLON 597BC 
   3

RD
 WAVE: FALL OF JERUSALEM 586BC 

   EZRA BRINGS EXILES BACK  458BC 
   NEHEMIAH REBUILDS CITY  445BC 
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HISTORY OF THE EXILE 
 
 
586 BC Jerusalem falls to 

Babylonians under King 
Nebuchadnezzar 

 
 
539 BC Babylonian kingdom is 

overtaken by the 
Persian Empire under 
King Cyrus 

 
 
538 BC /ȅǊǳǎΩ 5ŜŎǊŜŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

allows Jewish exiles to 
return and rebuild the 
temple (as predicted in 
Isaiah 44:28) 

 
 
522 BC Darius comes to the 

throne in Persia 
 
 
520-515 BC  Temple is completed 
 
 
486 BC King Xerxes becomes 

king of Persia 
 
 
465 BC King Artaxerxes I 

becomes king of Persia 
 
 
458 BC Ezra leads reforms in  

the city of Jerusalem 
(Ezra 7) 

 
 
445 BC Nehemiah arrives in 

Jerusalem in the 20
th

 
year of Artaxerxes I 
(Nehemiah 2:1) 

 

 

So how did the people of God (Judah) fall so far as to be exiled in 
Babylon? Have a look at 2 Chronicles 36:11-21 and Jeremiah 21:1-10. 
Do you think God was too harsh on the people? 
 
 
 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
people when they failed to humble themselves before his Word. Is 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ 
being perfectly obedient? (see Psalm 32:5-7 and Nehemiah 1:9). 
 
 
 
Does modern Christianity demonstrate humility towards the word of 
God? Give some examples that you know about. 
 
 
 
Do YOU demonstrate humility towards the word of God? What 
would it look like in the life of the Christian? 
 
 
 
 
Nehemiah the Man 
bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘ ŜƴǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƻŦ WǳŘŀƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ 
God have been in exile in Babylon for about 140 years. Read 
Nehemiah 1. What does it tell you about the man Nehemiah? 
 
 
 
Was there anything special about Nehemiah that made him the 
stand-out candidate to lead a great work for the Kingdom of God? 
 
 
 
Do you ever feel underqualified to be involved in Kingdom work? 
What do you think God is especially looking for when he is seeking 
someone to serve Him? (see Isaiah 66:2). 
 
 
 
A theme that will come up over and over again in Nehemiah is 
prayer. Nehemiah prayed Χ ŀ lot! What does prayerfulness indicate 
about a person? 
 
 
 
 
Does prayer characterise your life? Why / Why not? 
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A Common Commitment 
Oswald Sanders describes prayer ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƳƻǎǘ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƛƴǎǘƛƴŎǘέ ό{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǇΦусύΦ 
 
 
If there was one key initiative that I would like to see 
come out of our study in Nehemiah, it is to renew our 
emphasis on prayer, both as individuals and within our 
groups. Pray for each other, for the church, for the 
world, for whatever is on your heart.  
 
Look over the Central News section in the beginning of 
this book. There you will learn about some of the issues 
the church leadership is facing right now. Please 
commit these to prayer as a group and in your own 
private prayer times. 
 
At the back of this booklet is a prayer list where you 
can make a note of the things you as a group have been 
praying about. Please use it as a journal. Then look back 
at the end of the term and see how God has been 
answering your prayers. 
 
Please commit together to pray not only during your 
homegroup meetings, but also during your personal 
devotion times. If you do not have a personal devotion 
time, this provides a great opportunity to start.  
 
 
 
This Week 
You would most benefit from the sermons and study series if you read the whole book of Nehemiah this 
week. 
 
 
  

Special Prayer Points 
27 April to 3 May 

 

* Pray for people you know who donôt know Jesus - 

talk about them with the group and make a special 

effort to pray for each of them regularly 

 

* Committee of Management on 28 April 

 

* Pray for Girls Brigade and Boysô Brigade 

 

* Pray for elderly people in the church who struggle to 

attend church and other ministries 

 

*Pray for the YoungLife committee meeting on Friday 

1 May 

 

* Pray for the Presbytery retreat next week (May 5 

and 6 with special guest speaker Rod Irvine) 
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2 
NEHEMIAH CHAPTER 1:1- 4 

HOLY DISCONTENT 
    WEEK 3 OF TERM 

 
For Starters 
When was the last time you cried? What sort of things make you cry? 
 
 
 
God made us as emotional beings. Sometimes we cry when we are overwhelmed with joy. Sometimes we 
cry when we are overwhelmed with grief. Sometimes it is in response to physical pain. Usually we cry when 
our emotions overwhelm us. So it could be said that our tears bear testimony to what we feel most 
passionate about. 
 
One of the first things we learn about Nehemiah is that he cried. As we launch into Nehemiah 1Σ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
confronted with a passionate man. The purpose of this study will be to see if we weep for the sorts of 
things Nehemiah weeps for.  
 
The Holy City 
Read Nehemiah 1:1-4. 
 
In these verses, Nehemiah receives news about the state of the city of Jerusalem. Discuss these questions: 

¶ Why is Jerusalem so significant to the Old Testament people of God?  
 

¶ What role was Jerusalem supposed to play on the world stage? (see Psalm 132:13, Isaiah 14:32, 
Isaiah 2:2-5) [NB - Zion is another name for Jerusalem. It was the original fortress built on the 
mountain from which the city of Jerusalem developed]. 

 
 
The news Nehemiah receives is bad news: the walls are broken down and the people are in great trouble 
and shame. Why does Nehemiah respond with tears? 
 
 
 
21st Century Ruins 
Nehemiah was passionate about the glory of God and so he was deeply upset about the state of the city of 
Jerusalem and its effect on the people of God. DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘŀǘǘŜǊǎΦ 
Take a look around your city, the city of Ipswich - its people and culture. If we are concerned for the glory of 
God and the witness of God, what should upset us? Make a list (it should be a long list): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If we are the people of God, why are most of us indifferent or desensitised ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇpening in the 
world around us? What causes this? 
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²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΚ 
 
 
 
 
When we see a problem, it is tempting to sit and criticise instead of doing something positive about it. 
Nehemiah identified a problem but (as we shall see) he then becomes part of the solution. Christians have 
a tendency to criticise those outside the community of faith for their immoral lifestyles and ungodly 
attitudes. Does God call us to be critics of society? Read these passages for some guidance: 
 

¶ Jeremiah 29:7 (referring to the people in exile in Babylon) 
 

¶ Matthew 5:13-16 
 

¶ Philippians 2:14-15 
 

¶ 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
 

¶ Ephesians 5:1-11 
 
Consider these issues where Christians become critics. Think about how we could instead provide solutions 
or at least some help, in each area: 
 

CRITICAL APPROACH SOLUTION-BASED APPROACH 

άLǘ ƛǎ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
unborn babies. We need to picket outside abortion 
ŎƭƛƴƛŎǎΦέ 
 
 

 

άIƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ atǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
DƻŘ ƘŀǘŜǎ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭǎΦέ 
 
 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǳƴƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ 
write a letter to the newspaper telling the people 
that God will judge everyone who does not take the 
idea of families seriouslyΦέ 
 

 

άYƛŘǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
between Jesus and Mohammad. Teachers should be 
ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ŎƭŀǎǎΦέ 
 
 

 

ά5ǊǳƎǎ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ are ruining the lives of young 
people - ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦέ 
 
 

 

ά{ƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻƭŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ 
for them. The government needs to do something 
ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦέ 
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Nehemiah was driven into action because God put a challenge on his heart for the city of God. God has a 
challenge for every Christian, but many of us are not willing to hear it or do it. WL tŀŎƪŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΥ ά!ǇŀǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ 
sluggishness with regard to ordinary obedƛŜƴŎŜ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŘŜŀŦƴŜǎǎ ǿƘŜƴ DƻŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ όA 
Passion for Faithfulness, page 59). Has God put, or is He putting a particular ministry on your heart - a group 
of people or a type of ministry that excites you? Tell the group about it.  
 
 
 
If not, why not? Have you been listening to him? 
 
 
 
 
Impossible! 
Some of you might be saying all this is too difficult. It could never happen. We come up with excuses ƭƛƪŜ Χ 

¶ Those people out there will never change their ways 

¶ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

¶ The church is too small to accomplish anything significant in Ipswich 

¶ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘ 
 
CƻǊ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 
the difference between a good idea and a God idea. If it is a good idea, it is limited by our potential, our 
connections and our resources. But a God idea has no limitations at all. 
 

 20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

 
Do you believe this? 
 
 
 
For Prayer 
Spend some time praying for each other. Consider any 
special ministry interests you have and what can be done 
about them. It has been said that most Christians are not 
ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΗ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
think big and depend on our God who is big. 
 
 
 
Pray also for the existing ministry endeavours at Central 
Church.  
 
 
 
Pray that our church leaders would have a vision for ministry 
ƛƴ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ŀǎ ōƛƎ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ƛǎΦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Prayer Points 
4 to 10 May 

 

* Pray for your friends who donôt know Jesus. Ask 

God for opportunities to talk to them about the gospel 

 

* Pray for Session next week 

 

*Pray for the Congregational Meeting Saturday night 

 

* Pray for the homegroup leaders meeting on 6 May 

 

* Pray for the Mothersô Day breakfast this Saturday 

 

* Pray for our Mothersô Day services this weekend 

 

*Pray for your mum! 

 

* Pray for those doing Back to Basics 
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3 
 

NEHEMIAH 

LEADERSHIP LESSONS 
    WEEK 4 OF TERM 

 

 
For Starters 
In what area or areas are you a leader? Think carefully about this because not all leadership is about having 
a recognised position or title (such as manager or school principal). Leadership is influence. If you have 
influence over people, then you have a leadership role in their lives. So I ask the question again: in what 
area or areas are you a leader? 
 
 
Do you believe there should be a difference between the way a Christian leader functions and the way a 
non-Christian leader functions? What differences can you think of? 
 
 
Nehemiah, the Leader 
Many books have been written about Nehemiah the great leader. These books derive leadership principles 
from the life of Nehemiah. You will recall from the introductory comments on page 7 that I believe we need 
to be cautious in making heroes out of Old Testament figures, but in this case, I do believe we can find 
some good general leadership principles from Nehemiah. 
 
 
PRINCIPLE 1: A GODLY LEADER PRAYS 
As you read through the book of NeheƳƛŀƘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǇǊŀȅǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
lengthy (1:5-11) others are very short (1:4). 
 
Why is prayer important in leadership? 
 
 
What things should the godly leader pray about? 
 
 
 
PRINCIPLE 2: THE GODLY LEADER FACES OPPOSITION 
¢ƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ 
arrived in Jerusalem when his opponents first come to our attention (2:10). He faces serious opposition 
including mockery, slander and physical threats in chapters 4 to 6. Read Nehemiah 4:1-3. 
 
Why should godly leaders expect opposition? Read John 15:18-21. 
 
 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΚ 
 
 
 
How can we best support those who are leading us when they face opposition? 
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PRINCIPLE 3: THE GODLY LEADER CARES 
In chapter 5 an issue arises where some people are being poorly treated by other Israelites. Nehemiah 
steps in to bring justice for those who were being oppressed. 
 
This reminds us that we are involved in ministry for the people to whom we minister. It becomes tempting 
ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
obligations. But leadership is about people. Look at 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12. Note down the way Paul 
describes his ministry to the people at the church in Thessalonica. 
 
 
 
Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ 
those to whom the church is trying to reach. Is this true? And in what way might church leaders 
demonstrate care for those not yet part of the ministry life of the church? 
 
 
 
twLb/Lt[9 пΥ ¢I9 Dh5[¸ [9!59w [9!5{ ±L! Dh5Ω{ ²hw5 
When the walls had been built, it was time to gather the people together as a community. But this was 
DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩs Word (Nehemiah 8:1-8). 
 
IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΩ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛŘŜƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ 
was the result? 
 
 
In your leadership endeavours, are you leading those whom you influence, into a greater knowledge of God 
through His Word? How could you be more effective in this? 
 
 
 
PRINCIPLE 5: THE GODLY LEADER CONFESSES SIN 
Nehemiah lived on his knees. His first prayer in chapter 1 is a prayer of confession and again in chapter 9 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƭŜŘ ōȅ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ Harry Reeder says this about repentance: 
 

άώwŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜϐ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ǘƻ 
Řƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅΦέ όIŀǊǊȅ 
Reeder, From Embers to a Flame, p. 38). 

 
What impact does it have on those being led when their 
leaders demonstrate an attitude of repentance before God? 
 
 
For Prayer 
Specifically set aside some time to pray for people in all 
areas of leadership.  
 
Pray for your group members who have leadership 
responsibilities (especially your homegroup leaders). 
 
Pray for those at church who bear the responsibility of 
leadership. 
 
Pray for community leaders as it says in 1 Timothy 2:1-2. 
 

Special Prayer Points 
11 to 17 May 

 

* Pray for people you know who donôt know Jesus 

 

* Pray for Session as it meets on Tuesday 

 

* Pray for 180YOUTH and their camp this weekend 

 

*Pray for those starting the LISTEN course 

 

* Pray for new and expectant mums in the 

congregation 
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4 
NEHEMIAH 1:5- 11 

GOD IS THE SOLUTION 
    WEEK 5 OF TERM 

 

For Starters 
Don Carson says prayer is the greatest need in the Christian church in the Western world. He identifies that 
we are not particularly committed to prayer. What do you think keeps people from praying? 
 
 
 
bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ !Ŏǘ 
Our introduction to the book of Nehemiah has only revealed the problem - the city of Jerusalem is in ruins 
and the people of God who live there are in a bad way. Nehemiah is grieved by this news (ch. 1:4). But his 
first point of response is to fall to his knees in prayer. 
 
wŜŀŘ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ in chapter 1:5-11. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ 
what to pray for. Often our prayers backfire because we are not praying godly prayers - they are more 
about us than they are about the glory of God. 
 
 
The Content of a Godly Prayer 
Scan through the prayer again and make a note of the types of things he prays and why he prays for each of 
these things: 
 

VERSES THINGS PRAYED FOR/ABOUT WHY PRAY THIS? 

5 
 
 
 

  

6-7 
 
 
 

  

8-10 
 
 
 

  

11 
 
 
 

  

 
/ƻƳǇŀǊŜ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ Do your prayers contain these elements? Do you think 

they should?   
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The Bible and Prayer 
The section from verses 8 to 10 largely consists of quotes from earlier Old Testament books (mainly 
Deuteronomy). Why is Nehemiah quoting Scripture to God? 
 
 
 
How does knowing Scripture help us in our prayers? 
 
 
 
Nehemiah is Persistent in Prayer 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ ! ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ 
ΨŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩ ƛƴ the same manner (verse 6). We also find that he prayed from the time he heard the news 
in the month of Chislev (November/December) to the time he appeared before the king in chapter 2 which 
was the month of Nisan (March/April).  
 
Why are we not as persistent as Nehemiah? 
 
 
 
Why are we not as patient as Nehemiah? 
 
 
 
Have you ever had to learn patience from God? Tell the group about a time when God answered your 
prayer in accordance with His schedule, not yours. 
 
 
 
Still Not Sure About Prayer? 
CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
need to be. Because of Jesus we can approach God with 
ōƻƭŘƴŜǎǎΦ Lƴ IŜōǊŜǿǎ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ άŘǊŀǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ throne of 
ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜέ όпΥмсύΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ 
ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ DƻŘ ΨhǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘƛƴƎΦ IŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ 
to come and talk to him in prayer. 
 
 
 
Pray First 
What are you planning right now? Have you prayed about it? 
Share with the group some issues in your life that you would 
like prayer for before you start acting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Special Prayer Points 
18 to 24 May 

 

* Pray that you would be able to tell somebody about 

Jesus this week 

 

* Pray for Committee of Management as it meets on 

Tuesday 

 

* Pray for Ipswich Assist 

 

*Pray for students as they get ready for exams 

 

* Pray for our Religious Education teachers 

 

*Pray for our missionaries: the Johansons, the 

Skermans, and the Shepleys 
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5 
NEHEMIAH 2 and 3 

FAITH AT WORK 
    WEEK 6 OF TERM 

 
For Starters 
Is Church a battle ship or a cruise ship? Which do you think is the better metaphor? Maybe you think it is a 
bit of both. Chat about this as a group. 
 
 
 
A Royal Decree 
Nehemiah spent months praying and fasting for what God had put on his heart - the restoration of the city 
of Jerusalem. In chapter 2, his opportunity comes. 
 
Read Nehemiah 2:1-8. 
 
What things strike you as miraculous in these 8 verses? 
 
 
 
To what did Nehemiah attribute his success (v. 8)? 
 
 
 
Casting the Vision 
Nehemiah arrives in Jerusalem and inspects the damage. He knows that this job is not for him to do alone. 
It is the work of all the people of God. Nehemiah prepares to talk to them about his plan.  Considering the 
ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ όŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ мΥоύΣ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ 
proposal? 
 
 
 
Read what he says to them in verses 17 and 18. Why do you think his approach stirred them into 
supporting the work? 
 
 
 
 
How do you think the people would have felt about committing to this work? 
 
 
 
 
What would drive someone to cast aside feelings of disillusionment and doubt and commit to a project that 
will take up to two months and a lot of energy? 
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All In 
Chapter 3 contains a list of the workers involved in this great building project. Scan over the first 10 or 12 
verses and you will get a feel for what it is about.  
 
This list of names seems like a fairly unimportant thing to include in a biblical book. What does the fact that 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎΚ 
 
 
 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǘŜŀƳǿƻǊƪ and God has a place for all of us. Does God need us to do his work? Why does a 
sovereign God want us to be involved in His work? 
 
 
 
 
What reasons might Christians have (either spoken or unspoken) for not participating in Kingdom work? 
How would you respond to each of these? 
 
 
 
 
Kingdom work consists of both formal and informal work: 

 
Informal work is what you do without being asked or organised. It is chatting to a new person at 
church, helping pack up after church meeting, ringing a person to encourage them during the week, 
meeting with a new believer and helping them understand the Bible. 
 
Formal work is being part of an official ministry such as teaching Sunday School, being on the 
supper roster or being part of the committee of management. 

 
Both formal and informal ministries are essential in every church and for every Christian. We encourage 
each believer to be involved in both. 
 
Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΚ 
 
 
 
Attitude 
Our attitude to ministry work is so important. What attitude 
did Jesus demonstrate to us when God sent Him on his earthly 
mission? Read Philippians 2:4-11. 
 
 
Why is humility so important in Christian ministry? 
 
 
 
For Prayer 
Spend some time praying for each other in the ministries each 
of you is involved in. If some are not involved, pray that a 
serving opportunity would come up for them. 
 
 
 

Special Prayer Points 
25 to 31 May 

 

* Pray that you would be able to tell somebody about 

Jesus this week 

 

* Pray for Presbytery as it meets next week 

 

* Pray for the Toddler Time ministry 

 

* Pray for our Sunday School and teachers 
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6 
 

NEHEMIAH 4 and 6 

FACING EXTERNAL OPPOSITION 
     

       WEEK 7 OF TERM 

 
For Starters 
Think of a time you have faced serious opposition (maybe in a sporting competition or in a work situation 
or applying for a job). Was having the opposition an altogether bad thing? Are there advantages in having 
to deal with an opponent? 
 
 
Opposition 
In chapter 3 we saw the returned exiles hard at work building the walls and gates around the city of 
WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΦ .ǳǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦ ¢ǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ rulers (Sanballat, the governor of Samaria 
and Tobiah, ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƻŦ !ƳƳƻƴύ ŀǊŜ ǳǇǎŜǘ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ Lƴ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ п ŀƴŘ с ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
response. 
 
Read the passages and note what form the opposition took and the response in each case: 
 

SECTION TYPE OF OPPOSITION b9I9aL!IΩ{ w9{thb{9 

Ch 4:1-3 
 
 

 v. 4-6 

Ch 4:7-8 
 
 

 v. 9, 14 

Ch  6:1-2 
 
 

 v. 3 

Ch 6:5-7 
 
 

 v. 8, 9 

Ch 6:10, 13 
 
 

 v. 11-14 

 
Have you ever faced any of these forms of external opposition in ministry work you have been involved in? 
Tell the group about it and also discuss which form of opposition would be hardest for you to stand up to? 
 
 
 
 
Could it be said that external resistance is a good sign for the people of God? Why? 
 
 
 
 
What are we tempted to do when faced with resistance (reading chapter 4:10-12 might help)? 
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Lurking Behind the Scenes 
According to the New Testament, who is  the ƳŀƧƻǊ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΚ 
(Matthew 16:22-23). 
 
 
 
How do you see Satan working in the world today to neutralise the people of God and the work of God? 
 
 
 
 
Was it faithless for Nehemiah to pray but then also to place guards for the workers? Why / Why not? 
 
 
 
 
Read Nehemiah 4:16 again. Now read Matthew 10:28. How do these verses help us face opposition? 
 
 
 
 
Discuss ways the church can work together to stand up 
under opposition. 
 
 
 
 
For Prayer 
Pray for our brothers and sisters around the world who are 
facing genuine physical persecution for their faith in Jesus. 
 
 
tǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
are many who stand opposed to the good news of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Special Prayer Points 
1 to 7 June 

 

* Pray that Satan would not keep you from sharing 

Jesus with your friends this week 

 

* Pray for Session as it meets next week 

 

* Pray for the Craft Group as it aims to reach out to 

ladies in the name of Jesus 

 

* Pray for our Brigades 
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7 
NEHEMIAH 5 

FACING INTERNAL OPPOSITION 
     

       WEEK 8 OF TERM 

For Starters 
How do you approach personal conflict? Do you like to get things dealt with or are you more likely to let 
things continue unresolved? Why are you like that? 
 
 
More Trouble 
As if having to deal with Sanballat and Tobiah was not enough, now Nehemiah is confronted with strife 
within his own camp. Read chapter 5 together. 
 
These committed people of God had given up everything to pursue this building project to the glory of God. 
But now they were facing a financial crisis. Some did not have food and were being forced to quit the work 
to find food for their families (v 2). Others who had some properties had been forced to mortgage them (v. 
3). A third group borrowed money and now were forced to put their children into slavery to pay their 
debts. 
 
The biggest concern was that the nobles of Israel were part of the problem - they were among the 
mortgagees who were exacting interest from their own people forcing their brothers and sisters into 
slavery. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǾŜǊǎŜ фΚ όbƻǘƛŎŜ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ, one leads 
to the other). 
 
 
 
Compare the attitude of the Israelites in chapter 5 with the attitude of the first Christians in Acts 4:32-37. 
What motivations lie behind these contrasting attitudes? 
 
 
 
Why is internal strife detrimental to the cause of the gospel?  

 
Reason 1: John 13:34-35; John 17:20-21 
 
 
Reason 2: Acts 6:1-2 

 
 
 
Confrontation 
Nehemiah knew he had to act to deal with the issue. Most of us avoid confrontational situations like that. 
Why? 
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What should our approach be when we know we have to talk to someone about an issue that is creating 
conflict? 
 
 
 
 
What was the attitude of the nobles and officials when Nehemiah spoke to them? To what do you attribute 
their right response? 
 
 
 
 
Looking After One Another 
How is mutual love and care demonstrated in: 
 

¶ Your circle of Christian friends? 
 
 

¶ Your homegroup? 
 
 

¶ Your church? 
 
 
What factors are necessary in order to create an environment 
of genuine love, care and respect within a Christian 
community? 
 
 
 
 
For Prayer 
Pray for unity in all areas of church life and even between 
different churches in Ipswich. 
 
Pray for needy people in our church family and ask God if he 
would have YOU do anything about it. 
 

 

 
 
For Next Week 
It would be a great help if you read the story ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ/ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΩ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƴŜȄǘ 

ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 

  

Special Prayer Points 
8 to 15 June 

 

* Pray for your friends who have not heard the gospel. 

Ask God that he would use you in their discovery of 

Jesus 

 

* Pray for Committee of Management as it meets next 

week 

 

* Pray for the óAll About Christianityô evangelism 

course which starts next term 

 

* Pray for those involved in our crèche ministry 
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CONFESSION 
From Blue Like Jazz, by Donald Miller 
Pre-reading for Study 8. 
 
Each year at Reed College they have a festival called Ren Fayre. They shut down the campus so students 
can party.  
 
Some of the Christian students in our little group decided this was a pretty good place to come out of the 
closet, letting everybody know there were a few Christians on campus. Tony and I were sitting around in 
my room one afternoon talking about what to do, how to explain who we were to a group of students who, 
in the past, had expressed hostility toward Christians. Like our friends, we felt like Ren Fayre was the time 
to do this. I said we should build a confession booth in the middle of campus and paint a sign on it that said 
"Confess your sins." I said this because I knew a lot of people would be sinning, and Christian spirituality 
begins by confessing our sins and repenting. I also said it as a joke. But Tony thought it was brilliant. He sat 
there on my couch with his mind in the clouds, and he was scaring the crap out of me because, for a 
second, then for a minute, I actually believed he wanted to do it. 
 
"Tony," I said very gently. 
 
"What?" he said, with a blank stare at the opposite wall. 
 
"We are not going to do this," I told him. He moved his gaze down the wall and directly into my eyes. A 
smile came across his face. 
 
"Oh, we are, Don. We certainly are. We are going to build a confession booth!" 
 
We met in Commons - Penny, Nadine, Mitch, Iven, Tony, and I. Tony said I had an idea. I told them I had a 
stupid idea that we couldn't do without getting attacked. They leaned in. I told them that we should build a 
confession booth in the middle of campus and paint a sign on it that said "Confess your sins." Penny put her 
hands over her mouth. Nadine smiled. Iven laughed. Mitch started drawing the designs for the booth on a 
napkin. Tony nodded his head. I wet my pants. 
 
Okay, you guys." Tony gathered everybody's attention. "Here's the catch." He leaned in a little and 
collected his thoughts. 'We are not actually going to accept confessions." We all looked at him in confusion. 
He continued, 'We are going to confess to them. We are going to confess that, as followers of Jesus, we 
have not been very loving; we have been bitter, and for that we are sorry. We will apologize for the 
Crusades, we will apologize for televangelists, we will apologize for neglecting the poor and the lonely, we 
will ask them to forgive us, and we will tell them that in our selfishness, we have misrepresented Jesus on 
this campus. We will tell people who come into the booth that Jesus loves them." 
 
All of us sat there in silence because it was obvious that something beautiful and true had hit the table with 
a thud. We all thought it was a great idea, and we could see it in each other's eyes. It would feel so good to 
apologize, to apologize for the Crusades, for Columbus and the genocide he committed in the Bahamas in 
the name of God, apologize for the missionaries who landed in Mexico and came up through the West 
slaughtering Indians in the name of Christ. I wanted so desperately to say that none of this was Jesus, and I 
wanted so desperately to apologize for the many ways I had misrepresented the Lord. I could feel that I had 
betrayed the Lord by judging, by not being willing to love the people He had loved and only giving lip 
service to issues of human rights. 
 
I prayed about getting in the confession booth. I wondered whether I could apologize and mean it. I 
wondered whether I could humble myself to a culture that, to some degree, had wronged us. But I could 
see in Penny's face, in Iven's eyes, that this was what they wanted; they wanted to love these people, their 
friends, and it didn't matter to them what it cost.  
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Friday night we went to the Thesis parade and watched everybody get drunk and beat drums and dance in 
the spray of beer. The next morning, while everybody was sleeping off their hangovers, Mitch, Tony, and I 
started building the thing. Mitch had the plans drawn out. The booth was huge, much bigger than I 
expected, almost like a shed complete with a slanted roof and two small sections inside, one for the monk 
and the other for the confessor. Nadine painted "Confession Booth' in large letters on the outside of the 
booth. 
 
As the campus started to gather energy, people walking along the sidewalk would ask what we were doing. 
They stood there looking at the booth in wonder. 'What are we supposed to do?" they would ask. "Confess 
your sins," we told them. "To who?" they would say. "To God," we would tell them. "There is no God," they 
would explain. Some of them told us this was the boldest thing they had ever seen. All of them were kind, 
which surprised us. 
 
The party goes till nearly dawn, so we started working the booth. We lit tiki torches and mounted them in 
the ground just outside the booth. Tony and Iven were saying that I should go first, which I didn't want to 
do, but I played bold and got in the booth. I could hear the rave happening in the student center across 
campus. Who wants to stop dancing to confess their sins? And I realized that this was a bad idea, that none 
of this was God's idea. Nobody was going to get angry, but nobody was going to care very much either. 
 
I was going to tell Tony that I didn't want to do it when he opened the curtain and said we had our first 
customer. 
 
"What's up, man?" Duder sat himself on the chair with a smile on his face.  
 
I asked him his name, and he said his name was Jake. I shook his hand because I didn't know what to do, 
really. 
"So, what is this? I'm supposed to tell you all of the juicy gossip I did at Ren Fayre, right?" Jake said. 
 
"No." 
 
"Okay, then what? What's the game?" He asked. 
 
"Not really a game. More of a confession thing." 
 
"You want me to confess my sins, right?" 
 
"No, that's not what we're doing, really." 
 
"What's the deal, man? What's with the monk outfit?" 
 
"Well, we are, well, a group of Christians here on campus, you know." 
 
"I see. Strange place for Christians, but I am listening." 
 
"Thanks," I told him. He was being very patient and gracious. "Anyway, there is this group of us, just a few 
of us who were thinking about the way Christians have sort of wronged people over time. You know, the 
Crusades, all that stuff. . . " 
 
"Well, I doubt you personally were involved in any of that, manΦέ 
 
"No, I wasn't," I told him. "But the thing is, we are followers of Jesus. We believe that He is God and all, and 
He represented certain ideas that we have sort of not done a good job at representing. He has asked us to 
represent Him well, but it can be very hard." 
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"I see," Jake said. 
 
"So there is this group of us on campus who wanted to confess to you." 
 
"You are confessing to me!" Jake said with a laugh. 
 
Ϧ¸ŜŀƘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ L ƳŜŀƴΣ L ŀƳ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ 
 
"You're serious." His laugh turned to something of a straight face. 
 
I told him I was. He looked at me and told me I didn't have to. I told him I did, and I felt very strongly in that 
moment that I was supposed to tell Jake that I was sorry about everything. 
 
"What are you confessing?" he asked. 
 
I shook my head and looked at the ground. "Everything," I told him. 
 
"Explain," he said. 
 
"There's a lot. I will keep it short," I started. "Jesus said to feed the poor and to heal the sick. I have never 
done very much about that. Jesus said to love those who persecute me. I tend to lash out, especially if I feel 
threatened, you know, if my ego gets threatened. Jesus did not mix His spirituality with politics. I grew up 
doing that. It got in the way of the central message of Christ. I know that was wrong, and I know that a lot 
of people will not listen to the words of Christ because people like me, who know Him, carry our own 
agendas into the conversation rather than just relaying the message Christ wanted to get across. There's a 
lot more, you know." 
"It's all right, man," Jake said, very tenderly. His eyes were starting to water. 
 
"Well," I said, clearing my throat, "I am sorry for all of that." 
 
"I forgive you," Jake said. And he meant it. 
 
"Thanks," I told him. 
 
He sat there and looked at the floor, then into the fire of a candle. "It's really cool what you guys are 
doing," he said. "A lot of people need to hear this." 
 
"Have we hurt a lot of people?" I asked him. 
 
"You haven't hurt me. I just think it isn't very popular to be a Christian, you know. Especially at a place like 
this. I don't think too many people have been hurt. Most people just have a strong reaction to what they 
see on television. All these well-dressed preachers supporting the Republicans." 
 
"That's not the whole picture," I said. "That's just television. I have friends who are giving their lives to feed 
the poor and defend the defenseless. They are doing it for Christ." 
 
"You really believe in Jesus, don't you?" he asked me. 
 
"Yes, I think I do. Most often I do. I have doubts at times, but mostly I believe in Him. It's like there is 
something in me that causes me to believe, and I can't explain it." 
 
"You said earlier that there was a central message of Christ. I don't really want to become a Christian, you 
know, but what is that message?" 
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"The message is that man sinned against God and God gave the world over to man, and that if somebody 
wanted to be rescued out of that, if somebody for instance finds it all very empty, that Christ will rescue 
them if they want; that if they ask forgiveness for being a part of that rebellion then God will forgive themΦέ 
 
'What is the deal with the cross?" Jake asked. 
 
"God says the wages of sin is death," I told him. 'And Jesus died so that none of us would have to. If we 
have faith in that then we are Christians." 
 
άWhat do you believe about God?" I asked him. 
 
"I don't know. I guess I didn't believe for a long time, you know. The science of it is so sketchy. I guess I 
believe in God though. I believe somebody is responsible for all of this, this world we live in. It is all very 
confusing." 
 
"Jake, if you want to know God, you can. I am just saying if you ever want to call on Jesus, He will be there." 
 
"Thanks, man. I believe that you mean that." His eyes were watering again. "This is cool what you guys are 
doing," he repeated. "I am going to tell my friends about this." 
 
"I don't know whether to thank you for that or not," I laughed. "I have to sit here and confess." 
 
He looked at me very seriously. "It's worth it," he said. He shook my hand, and when he left the booth there 
was somebody else ready to get in. It went like that for a couple of hours. I talked to about thirty people, 
and Tony took confessions on a picnic table outside the booth. Many people wanted to hug when we were 
done. All of the people who visited the booth were grateful and gracious. I was being changed through the 
process. I went in with doubts and came out believing so strongly in Jesus I was ready to die and be with 
Him. I think that night was the beginning of change for a lot of us. 
 
Sometime around two or three in the morning, the night we took confessions, I was walking off the campus 
and I felt very strongly that Jesus was relevant in this place. I felt very strongly that if He was not relevant 
here then He was not relevant anywhere. I felt very peaceful in that place and very sober. I felt very 
connected to God because I had confessed so much to so many people and had gotten so much off my 
chest and I had been forgiven by the people I had wronged with my indifference and judgmentalism. I was 
going to sit there for a little while, but it was cold and the grass was damp. I went home and fell asleep on 
the couch and the next morning made coffee and sat on the porch at Graceland and wondered whether the 
things that happened the night before had actually happened. I was out of the closet now. A Christian. So 
many years before I had made amends to God, but now I had made amends to the world. I was somebody 
who was willing to share my faith. It felt kind of cool, kind of different. It was very relieving. 
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8 
NEHEMIAH 7- 10 

HEART CONDITION 
    WEEK 9 OF TERM 

 
For Starters 
Martin Luther spoke of repentance as a daily attitude for the Christian. The Christian life is a life of 
repentance as we continually turn FROM our own ways and turn TO DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ What factors keep 
modern Christians from having a repentant attitude? 
 
 
 
wŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ 
After completing the walls around Jerusalem, Nehemiah sets about rebuilding the people. The people 
return to the city and he establishes order there (chapter 7). His next priority is that they reacquaint 
themselves with the word of God (chapter 8) and to have hearts that are right before God. 
 
Read 8:9 and 9:1-2.  
 
DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ three things: 

1. Celebrate (chapter 8:10-18); 
 
2. Confess (chapter 9); and 
 
3. Commit (chapter 10). 
 

In this study, we will focus on the second of these - confession. Read chapter 9 as a group and discuss the 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 
 
 
 
¸ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ/ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇŀƎŜǎΦ LŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
have not read it, it might be good to give them a summary.  
 
 
Reflections 
5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ 5ƻƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 5ƛŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƳŜŀƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ 
can learn from his experience? 
 
 
 
Does this story make you think differently about repentance and in particular, about the way Christians are 
perceived in our society? 
 
 
 
Why do you think confession disarms people who might be against us? 
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Do you think a public act of repentance would have any impact on people in our city? 
 
 
 
What things do you think Christians in Australia should publicly repent for, even if we are not personally 
responsible for those things? 
 
 
Forgiveness 
When we confess our sins to God, what does he do? See Nehemiah 9:17b and 1 John 1:9. 
 
 
 
For Prayer 
Give thanks to God that he sent Jesus into this world to 
deal with our sin, so that as we repent and believe the 
gospel, there is forgiveness of sin. 
 
Spend some time asking God what you need to repent 
about. 
 
 
  

Special Prayer Points 
15 to 21 June 

 

* Pray that your witness to your friends would be 

showered in an attitude of repentance and grace 

 

* Pray for the State Assembly of the Presbyterian 

Church of Queensland (June 22 to 25) 

 

* Pray for the óAll About Christianityô evangelism 

course which starts next term 

 

* Pray for the Portfolio members as they co-ordinate 

ministry initiatives in the church 

 

 

 

 



CENTRAL CHURCH HOMEGROUPS: NEHEMIAH Page 30 

9 
NEHEMIAH 11- 13 

DISSATISFIED 
    WEEK 10 OF TERM 

 
 
For Starters 
Reflect back over the series in Nehemiah. Discuss in the group anything that has been personally valuable 
or challenging for you in your Christian walk. 
 
 
²ŜΩǾŜ aŀŘŜ LǘΗ 
The exiled people at last have something to celebrate. The city is looking good. They have sorted their lives 
out with God. And now they are flocking back to Jerusalem and community structures are put in place 
(leadership in chapter 11 and religious structures in chapter 12:1-26). 
 
That means it is time to rejoice as the people of God living in the place God had appointed for them, under 
the rulership of God (His Word). Together they celebrate and dedicate the wall in chapter 12:27-43. 
 
 
No We Have Not! 
You might be excused for thinking this is the high point of Jewish history. But change needs to be more 
than in our external appearance. Change must happen in the heart. In chapter 13, we learn that despite 
their confession and commitments, the people of God have not truly changed. The very commitments they 
made in chapter 10 are broken shortly afterwards. 
 
Look up these references and make a note of the original commitment, how it was broken, and by whom? 
 
 
 

What was the promise How was it broken? Who broke it? 

10:30 
 
 

  

10:31 
 
 

  

10:39 
 
 

  

 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎΚ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ммΣ мтΣ мфΣ нмΣ ннΣ нрΣ нуΣ олΦ 
 
 
 
²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΚ 5ƛŘ ƘŜ respond well and do you think his actions brought 
any lasting change? 
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 Why were the people of God going back to their old ways of sin? 
 
 
 
Is there a Solution? 
Sin is the most basic human problem. Every human being suffers under it and every human being will suffer 
its consequences. But there is a way free and God foreshadowed this through the prophet Jeremiah. Look 
up Jeremiah 31:31-34. Then look up Hebrews 8:6-13. Who is the mediator of the new and better covenant? 
 
 
Why is it better? Hebrews 10:11-14. 
 
 
If change must happen in the heart, what happens in the heart of the believer under the New and better 
Covenant? John 14:15-17. 
 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ bŜƘŜƳƛŀƘΩǎ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ŀǘ 
Nehemiah 13 without any clear future for the people of God, except for the promises of God. God had 
promised a deliverer who would deal with the problem of sin once and for all.  
 
After about 400 years of silence, this deliverer comes 
into the world. Look up his very first words in public 
ministry - Mark 1:14-15. What is the key to receiving 
the blessings of this new covenant with God? 
 
 
 
For Prayer 
Thank God that he sent Jesus as the solution to our sin 
problem. 
 
Pray areas in your own life where you know you slip 
into disobedience to God. Ask God to help you obey 
him more faithfully. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Special Prayer Points 
22 to 29 June 

 

* Pray that your friends who do not know Jesus 

would understand that sin is their big problem and 

turn to Jesus for the solution 

 

* Pray for the State Assembly of the Presbyterian 

Church of Queensland (June 22 to 25) 

 

* Pray for the óAll About Christianityô evangelism 

course which starts next term 

 

* Pray for the Presbytery meeting next week. 

 

* Pray for safety for all church members in the 

upcoming holiday period 
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GROUP PRAYER JOURNAL (PAGE 1) 
 

WEEK WE PRAYED FOR ANSWERED 

1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5  
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GROUP PRAYER JOURNAL (PAGE 2) 
 

WEEK WE PRAYED FOR ANSWERED 

6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10  
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A  Brief Overview of Old Testame nt History  
The following is extracted from the book How to Read the Bible Book by Book by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart 

 
The beginning of the biblical story takes root in the lengthy narrative that tells the story of God's chosen 
people, Israel. The first of the five books of Moses (Genesis) relates the beginnings of everything (Creation 
and Fall) and then focuses especially on God's call and covenant with Abraham and his seed, promising 
both to make them a numerous people and to give them the land of Canaan. After rescuing the people from 
slavery in Egypt (the exodus), God meets with them at Mount Sinai in the vast Sinai wilderness. Here he 
makes a second covenant with Israel that takes the form of "the law," which includes the building of a 
tabernacle (Exodus), the place where God will dwell among his people and where they are to worship him 
with proper offerings and sacrifices (Leviticus) as a part of the way they uphold their end of the covenant. 
  
As the people prepare to leave Sinai and make their way to the promised land, the number of men twenty 
years old and older are counted (those who will be Israel's warriors) and placed around the tabernacle in 
battle formation (Numbers). Thus they are prepared to take their place in the holy war by which they are to 
gain the land God had promised to their fathers-Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Before they embark on this 
conquest, Moses gives them a review of this history, another overview of the law, and the blessings and 
curses (promises and threats) of a kind that accompany ancient covenants; in their case, disobedience to 
God's covenant meant exile, but with a promised, even more glorious restoration in the form of a new exodus 
(Deuteronomy). 
  
After the story of the initial conquest and occupation of the land (Joshua) come stories of their failures to 
keep covenant with God, their true King (Judges). In this latter story (including Ruth), we are prepared for the 
next major turn in the main story line-that God will rule Israel through an earthly king. The books of Samuel 
thus tell the story of David, with whom God makes another covenant- that one of his sons will never fail to sit 
on the throne in Israel, as long as they keep covenant with God. As in many ancient kingships, David himself 
was also understood to embody the people, a key element in many of the psalms and in the final unfolding of 
the story of Jesus of Nazareth. But alas, the story of Israel repeats itself, as one king after another leads 
Israel astray to pursue other gods (1 -2 Kings). Indeed, within two generations David's kingdom is divided 
into two parts. The northern kingdom (Israel; sometimes called Ephraim by the psalmists and prophets) falls 
to the Assyrians in 722 B.C. and for all practical purposes ceases to exist as a distinct entity. The southern 
kingdom (Judah) falls to the Babylonians in 586 B.C. In this case, the leading people carried into exile in 
Babylon thus form part of the remnant through whom God will still work out his redemptive plans. 
  
The exile brought untold misery and trauma to God's people, since they lost their promised land and their 
temple-the primary evidence of God's special presence and of their being his people. Especially through the 
prophetic ministry of Ezekiel, the exiles were held together. Many, though by no means the majority, were 
finally restored to their land under the Persians and rebuilt the temple (Ezra 1-6); about a century later, Ezra 
and Nehemiah led a further return of exiles and were instrumental in bringing about a significant reform (Ezra 
7-10; Nehemiah). During this same overall restoration period, the story of Judah is retold from a more 
positive perspective (1-2 Chronicles), while Esther tells the story of the Jewish exiles throughout the Persian 
Empire being saved from annihilation. 
  
As you read through the books in this section of the Bible, you will find various threads that hold the larger 
narrative together: God's covenants with his people; God's faithfulness to them despite their repeated 
unfaithfulness to him; God's choice of the lesser and the unfavoured ones (his choosing the "weak to shame 
the strong" [1 Cor 1:271); God's redeeming his people from slavery to make them his own; God's dwelling 
among them in tabernacle and temple as the gift of his renewed presence on earth (lost in the Fall); God's 
gift of the law in order to reshape them into his own likeness; God's provision of a sacrificial system-the "red 
thread" of blood poured out for the life of another-as his way of offering forgiveness; God's choice of a king 
from Judah who would represent him on earth and thus prepare the way for his own coming in the person of 
Jesus. These are the matters that make the whole story hold together as one story. Be watching for them as 
you read. 
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FURTHER READING 
 
 
ABOUT UNDERSTANDING THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 

¶ Edmund Clowney, The Unfolding Mystery: Discovering Christ in the Old Testament. P & R, 1988. 
 

¶ William Dumbrell, The Faith of Israel: Its Expression in the Books of the Old Testament. Baker, 1988. 
 

¶ Graeme Goldsworthy, According to Plan: The Unfolding Revelation of God in the Bible. IVP, 1991. 
 

¶ Graeme Goldsworthy, Gospel and Kingdom. Paternoster, 1981. 
 

¶ John Job, The Teaching of the Old Testament, Scripture Union, 1984. 
 
 
 
ABOUT NEHEMIAH 
 

¶ James Boice, Nehemiah: An Expositional Commentary. Baker, 1990. 
 

¶ F. Charles Fensham, The Books of Nehemiah and Ezra: The New International Commentary on the 
Old Testament. Eerdmans, 1996. 
 

¶ Jonathan Lamb, Faith in the Face of Danger: Nehemiah. Authentic, 2004. 
 

¶ J.I. Packer, A Passion for Faithfulness: Wisdom from the Book of Isaiah. Hodder & Stoughton, 1995. 
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