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HOMEGROUPS AT CENTRAL CHURCH

Thanks for Being Part of a Homegroup

Central homegroups are the backbone to our church. Sunday services are important, but in homegroups
there is greater opportunity for learning together, serving together, caring together, praying together and
doing life together. God’s people are not saved into isolation, but into a community and the best expression
of that community is in homegroups.

Making the Most of Your Homegroup Time

Anything worth doing is worth doing well. That's why we ask that you treat your homegroup as an
important commitment in your life’s routine. There are a few things you can do so that you get the most
benefit out of the group and so that you are a benefit and a blessing to the group. Here’s a few:

Be There:

Prayer:

Prepare:

Care:

Your presence encourages others. It means you are not only committed to the
group, but to the other members of the group. Being inconsistent sends a negative
message to everyone else.

Pray for the people in your group, especially your group leader.

Read any parts of the Bible that your leader suggests, do any homework that
comes out of the study. It will not be onerous and you will benefit from it.

Be willing to give of yourself to the others in your group. The Bible says, “Love one
another for love is from God and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
God” (1 John 4:7).

Why Do the Same Study?
Central Church has recently moved to a system where all homegroups study the same passage or topic that
was preached on at the Sunday church service. What are the advantages of doing studies this way?

Unity:

Growth:

Relevance:

Doing the same study means all across the church we are learning the same things
at the same time. It can provide topics of conversation across the whole church.

People learn better when they hear things more than once. People learn better
when they hear things more than once. Marketing people know this. That is why
you see the same commercials on tv over and over again. But it is true. Most
people will only remember one or two points from a Sunday sermon (and they are
usually the stories that are told as illustrations). People learn best when given the
opportunity to talk over the subject matter. By hearing the sermon on Sunday and
then being involved in a homegroup discussion during the week, you will find the
message of God’s Word is sown more deeply into your heart and mind.

By preparing our own studies, we can be specific about issues that impact all of us
in our time and place. Most group study materials are from America or were
written 10 or 20 years ago and speak to issues of another place or time. You will
find that the studies we prepare will be practical and relevant in Ipswich, today.

You will also find that this booklet provides helpful information about what is happening in and around
Central Church and will give you up to date information about matters for prayer.
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CENTRAL NEWS

FROM THE ELDERS

Below is a brief update concerning some of the agenda items that the Elders have been dealing with of late.
We are thankful for the effort and commitment of our elders and also those involved in the Portfolios who
are a great help in keeping the ministry life of the church functioning and growing.

We currently have nine elders and seven elders emeritus. The Session Clerk (secretary) is David Machin.

Staffing Update

Executive Pastor Greg Gardiner has advised the elders that he will not be renewing his contract with the
church for 2010. This means Greg will finish working for the church on December 31. Greg is going to
attend Queensland Theological College full-time for the next two years to complete his theological studies.
The elders are currently conducting a review of the position and will soon begin the process of seeking
someone to fill this role from January 2010. We would appreciate your prayers in this process.

We are encouraged that Greg is taking the step towards finishing off his study. It is a faith step for the
whole Gardiner family. Please bear them up in your prayers.

Shortterm missions

The elders are very excited and encouraged to see a number of people signing on again this year for short-
term missions. Emily Andrews recently flew out to Cambodia and Kim Whitmore is leading a team to return
to the Solomon Islands in September/October. Please pray for all these people as they prepare to serve the
Lord overseas.

Growth in our Homegroups
Our Discipleship Portfolio reports that nearly 50% of members and regular attenders are involved in a
homegroup. This is a significant increase over past years and is very encouraging.

Christmas together

Our Worship Portfolio is planning a Christmas Eve service to cater for everyone in the church, as well as
many visitors. Of course we no longer have a venue that will fit everyone in it at once, so we have booked
the Ipswich Civic Hall for our Christmas Eve service this year. Our aim is for this to be a unifying night for
our church and a blessing to our city.

Video Ezy

As was reported in the last booklet, the elders are in the middle of an important facilities decision. Central
Church owns the entire building where both our Auditorium and Video Ezy shop are located. Video Ezy are
our tenants, but the lease is up for renewal early in 2010. The space would be very valuable to us as our
services continue to grow. To take over the whole building would also allow area for a reasonable entrance
and meeting area, library/bookshop and parents’ facilities. The downside is that we would lose the rent
money we receive from Video Ezy. Please pray for the elders as they consider these options.

Back to Basics and Membership

We are tremendously encouraged by the number of people who have done Back to Basics. At least 20
signed on for our last intake in term 2 and many of those will go on to membership. Back to Basics is not
only for those interested in membership. We are encouraging all people in the church to come along. The
course will run in term 4 this year.
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Planning for 201@&nd Beyond

The Elders spend a great deal of time thinking about the future. At present we are focussing on 2010 and
this includes our annual Planning Day on August 8. On this day, all the Portfolios meet to discuss their ideas
and plans for the year to come. The idea is not that we do more ministry, but that we do ministry better.

If you are not familiar with our Portfolio system, we have 5 Portfolios made up of at least one elder and
other church members who have a passion for an area of ministry. These people are not necessarily those
who DO all the ministry, but those who plan and improve the ministry in the various areas of church life.

Our 5 Portfolios are:

Corporate Worship (planning and organising church services)

Discipleship (helping people grow in faith and be empowered for service)
Pastoral Care (caring for new and established church attendees and members)
Outreach (local and overseas outreach endeavour)

Next Generation (Children’s and Youth ministry)

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

FROM THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

Those currently serving as managers are Bob Redgen, Jenny Elmer, Peter Watson, Neil Williams, Andrew
Morrison and John Kirkpatrick. The Treasurer is Stan Williams, and John Kirkpatrick is the Secretary.

Financial Update

Our offering income for 2009 is almost up to what we have set as our budget benchmark. We thank
everyone who regularly and purposefully gives to the work of the Lord. We see this not as a fundsissue, but
a faith issue. As we honour the Lord as His stewards of the money he has entrusted to us, we are putting
our trust in His ability to provide for us, not our ability to provide for ourselves.

State Government Grant for the Hall
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has just given us a grant of $10,000 for maintenance work on
the Hall. The Committee is getting quotes for roof repairs and to have the gutters and down-pipes replaced.

What are We Working On?
1 New Driveway Entrance and Paths
We've just given the go ahead to a concreting company to renew the entrance to the main carpark
where there is substantial cracking and deterioration. They are also going to replace some of the
uneven paths outside of the Heritage building which are becoming a hazard.

1 Playground Trees to be removed

The two palm trees located near the children’s playground will be removed shortly. We have been
concerned about the safety of the children given the number of small (bite sized!) nuts they drop, not
to mention large palm leaves that fall from time to time. Because they are located within the heritage
listed precinct of our church, they fall under the jurisdiction of the Environmental Protection Authority.
We have recently received EPA permission to have them removed.

1 Master Key System

The Committee recently voted to get a master key system for the church as our current system was
unwieldy as our complex has grown. The locks were all replaced in the second week of the school
holidays. We will keep a key register at the office for each of the keys and the keys will not be able to
be copied without a letter from the church. We realise there are pros and cons to these systems but for
many reasons, including insurance, we feel it is the best idea for now.
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A CLOSER LOOK AT THE GOSPELS

The events we will deal with in this series are all found in the first four books of the New Testament - the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The Gospels are a very special type of literature. They contain the details of historical
events, but are not purely historical or narrative books. Each gospel writer has written with a purpose in mind. Each
one has a specific audience and a specific point to make about Jesus for that audience. Does that mean they are
biased? Yes! Of course they are. They are biased in favour of Jesus and promoting the message that Jesus is the risen
Saviour of the world. They became convinced of this and are passionate about convincing others of it too. Being
biased does not equate to being unreliable.

In order to understand each gospel fully, it is good to understand each gospel writer and what he was setting out to
do and how he packaged the information about Jesus. The individual approach is important. Too often scholars get
themselves in all sorts of trouble when they try to make comparisons across the 4 gospels. While the gospels are not
contradictory, they do have their own emphases and therefore, were not designed to be read with one another. Each
one is making its own important point and we do well to respect that.

Matthew
Purpose
Matthew aims to link the Old Testament with Jesus. He is very specifically writing for Jews to prove that Jesus is the
Messiah (Messiahis the Hebrew word meaning ‘anointed one’. Translated into Greek, the language of the New
Testament, it is Chris}. Here’s some evidence for this:
9 It starts with a genealogy of Jesus to demonstrate that Jesus is in the kingly line (as foretold in 2 Samuel 7 and
Isaiah 9:7).
Matthew uses the expression ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ rather than ‘Kingdom of God’ so that he might not offend
his Jewish audience by mentioning the name of God.
9 The narrative of the birth of Jesus is filled with references to OT prophecies (2:6; 2:15; 2:18; 2:23). This theme
of quoting OT scripture continues throughout the book.
9 His emphasis on Jesus’ teaching regarding the law (especially 5:17-20: Jesus did not come to abolish the law
but to fulfill it).

Sructure

Matthew does not attempt to be strictly chronological. This tends to send modern day readers crazy because we think
in terms of chronology. But Matthew’s purpose was to organize blocks of teaching together. There are 5 major
teaching blocks. The key to identifying the sections is the concluding phrase ‘when Jesus had finished these sayings ...".

1. Chapters 5 to 7 (The Sermon on the Mount)

2. Chapter 10 (The Mission Mandate - Sending out the Disciples)

3. Chapter 13 (Parables of the Kingdom)

4, Chapter 18 (The Kingdom Community)

5. Chapters 23 to 25 (The Olivet Discourse - Delay, Return and Judgment of Messiah)
Mark
Purpose

Mark was not a disciple of Jesus, though it is thought that he may have been closely associated to the group. He was a
companion to both Paul and Peter and obtained most of his information from Peter. His aim is to show that Jesus is
the Son of God. He starts in the first verse by making this declaration and concludes with a Roman soldier coming to
the same conclusion (15:39). God the Father makes this same declaration at Jesus’ baptism (1:11) and again at the
Transfiguration (9:8).

Mark is a gospel of action, focusing more on narrative than teaching.
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Structure
Mark’s gospel seems to be structured geographically. Mark takes us to certain places where Jesus’ ministry happened.

Introduction Chapter 1:1-13
Around the Sea of Galilee Chapters 1:14to 5
Around Galilee Chapters 6 to 9
In Judea and Jerusalem Chapters 10 to 13
The Passion Chapters 14 to 16
Luke
Purpose

Luke tells us his purpose in his prologue: 1:1-4. His aim is to present an orderly account of Jesus’ life and ministry so
that there may be certainty as opposed to rumour and lies.

Luke is the largest of the gospels and is even larger when you take into consideration that Acts was its second volume.
Luke is aimed at a wider audience than Matthew, with its emphasis on the gospel for all people.

Structure
Like Mark, Luke is structured around geographical locations.

Prologue: Chapter 1:1-4
Infancy of Jesus Chapter 1:5to 2
Preparation for Ministry Chapter 3 to 4:13
Galilee 4:14 t0 9:50
From Galilee to Jerusalem 9:51 to 19:27 (“Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem”)
In Jerusalem 19:28 t0 21:38
Passion and Resurrection 22to 24
John
Purpose

John 20:31: ‘That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in
his name.’

Themes like believing, light, love and abiding are important.

Structure

John can be divided into two major sections: The book of signs (2 to 12) and the book of glory (13 to 20). In the book
of signs, John arranges his material around 7 major miracles and Jesus’ related teaching. The book of glory focuses in
the week leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion.

Prologue Chapter 1:1-18
Introductory events Chapter 1:19- to 2:12
Book of Signs 2:13t0 12:50

Book of Glory 13:1t0 21:25
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MARK13:19

PETER THE DISCI

For Starters
If you could sit down and have a chat with Peter the disciple of Jesus, what would you talk to him about?

Introduction

The title of this series could be misleading. The emphasis seems to
be on Peter, but this is not the case. Yes, Peter is the common link
between the various gospel events we will study, but Jesus is the
focal point of each of them. So it’s more accurate to say that we
are studying Jesus through the eyes of Peter. In particular, we will
see how spending 3 years with Jesus changed Peter’s life. Our goal
will be to learn with Peter as we join him at the Master’s feet.

In this first study, we’ll spend a bit of time getting to know Peter
better and also trying to understand what it was to be a disciple of
Jesus.

Who is Peter?
Look up these verses and jot down what we can learn about Peter.

His Place of Birth
John 1:44

His Home During the Yearslok sMirsstry
Mark 1:21 & 29

His OriginaName and Father
John 1:42, Matthew 16:17

His family
Mark 1:30; 1 Corinthians 9:5

His Education and Occupation
Luke 5:1-4, Acts 4:13

His Placeamongstthe Disciples
Mark 5:37, Mark 9:2, Mark 14:33

211 ¢Q{ Lb ! b !
Why do so many Biblical figures
change their name? Abram
became Abraham. Saul

became Paul. Simon becomes
Peter. There are two reasons:

1. the new name symbolises a
change in the person. He is now
to be different from how he
was before. Life has changed
forever as symbolised by the
name.

2. the other reason is that it is
evidence that God has power
over the person’s life. He is now
God’s and God gives him a
name of particular significance
to what He will accomplish
through this person.

FOR DISCUSSION
What qualifications are
necessary for serving Jesus?

Does Acts 4:13 give you
confidence?
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His Ministryafter Jesus

Peter was a key figure in the early church. As we shall see in these studies, he was called the rockon which
Jesus would build the church (Matthew 16:18). He preached the first Christian sermon in Jerusalem and
3000 were saved (Acts 2). After the Christians were scattered (Acts 6), Peter turns up in Corinth (1
Corinthians 1:12), Antioch (Galatians 2:11) and possibly northern Asia Minor (Turkey - 1 Peter 1:1), and
most likely Rome (1 Peter 5:13 - the term Babylon is applied to Rome as it is the place of the evil
persecution of Christians and because Peter felt like he was in exile there).

It is generally believed that the gospel of Mark was based on information provided by Peter (this is based
on early documents written by Papias and Irenaeus).

His Death
A New Testament Apocryphal book called ‘The Acts of Peter’ claims to have details of Peter’s death.
However, it is difficult to know how much weight to put on this document. Its reliability as an accurate
history is in doubt. It was written prior to 200AD and records that Peter was crucified upside down in Rome
at the order of the Roman Prefect Agrippa. It says that being crucified
upside down was Peter’s request. While the details cannot be verified, it
seems fairly sure that Peter was martyred in Rome during Nero’s
persecutions (AD 54-68).

DISCIPLE OR APOSTLE?
Was Peter a ‘disciple’ or an
‘apostle’ and what’s the
difference anyway?

Peter was both. A discipleis

Peter the Disciple
Peter was one of Jesus 12 disciples. But what does that mean? Let’s have
a closer look at what a disciple is.

One of the early lists of the disciples is in Mark 3:13-19. Read that
passage.

What process is involved in making disciples?

STEP 1: (v.13)
STEP 2: (v. 14a)
STEP 3: (v.14b)

Is this practice (personal life on life training) still relevant for the church
today?

What do we normally think of when you hear the word discipleship Is
our definition too limited?

someone who learns from a
teacher. Peter learnt from
Jesus and the gospels refer to
Jesus’ pupils as his disciples. He
had the 12 disciples whom we
normally class together, but
there were in fact many more
(Acts 6:1).

The word apostlemeans sent
one In its general sense, an
apostle is any person sent out
for a purpose. According to
Hebrews 3:1, Jesus was an
apostle of God. Elsewhere, the
church sends out apostles to
preach (2 Corinthians 8:23).
But then there is a special type
of apostle - usually written with
a capital A. These were those
especially sent by Jesus (Mark
3:13). These special Apostles
had been:

1. disciples of Jesus from the
time of John’s baptism to the
ascension.

2. acquainted with the whole
course of the ministry and
work of Jesus

3. a witness of the resurrection
(Acts 1:21-22)

Peter was an Apostle in this
special sense of the word.
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Discuss the statement: all ministry is relational

Look up 1 Corinthians 11:1. How is this statement an expression of true discipleship?

Do you think Paul is arrogant for saying this?

Is it possible to lose the relational element to our ministry endeavours? How might it happen? Have you
seen it happen? What must we do to make sure this doesn’t happen?

How is homegroups ministry life on life and how effectively is it working in your context? Are there ways it
could be improved?

Prayer Special Prayer Points
Pray that life on life discipleship connections would be
formed throughout all the ministries of Central Church. 13 to 17 July

Pray for this also within your own homegroup. * Pray for Emily Andrews embarking

on a short term mission to Cambodia

* Pray for the Lifeworks course

(evangelism) starting July 20

* Pray for other hom egroups and their

leaders
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LUKE 511

A DEPLE GIVES ]

For Starters
Have you ever had to make a major life decision eg. career change, moving to a new city, retiring early
etc...? What process did you go through to make such a decision? Was it difficult to do?

Life-Change

In the course of 11 verses (Luke 5:1-11) Simon Peter’s life changes forever. This is not the first time he has
met Jesus (the parallel events recorded in Matthew 4:18-19 and Mark 1:16-17 are probably earlier events.
Jesus had also healed Simon’s mother-in-law in chapter 4), but it does feature as a defining moment in
Simon Peter’s life.

Read Luke 5:11
There are 4 sections:
Verses 13: Setting the Scene

The last verse of the previous chapter and the first verse of chapter 5 give us insight into Jesus’ way of
doing ministry. What can we learn from him?

Verses 4. Jesus Speaks to Simon
Why is Jesus’ instruction to Simon significant?

What is your feeling about the way Simon responds? Should we criticise him or honour him?

Verses €l0a: Simon Speaks to Jesus

On experiencing this miracle first hand, Simon falls to his knees and declares that he is unacceptable to be
in Jesus’ presence (v. 8). Does this seem unusual compared to our modern Christian context? Jesus has just
made Simon a rich man! Why is the ‘blessing’ of no importance to Simon at this point in time?

This passage reminds us of Isaiah. Turn to Isaiah 6:1-8 and read it together.

It is true that God cannot stand sin. What attitude is demonstrated by both Isaiah and Simon that makes
the difference and why is it important? See James 4:6.
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Verses 10H.1: Jesus Commands Simon
Jesus insists that Simon, James and John will now be fishers of men. What two things do they do in
response to this statement?

Look up Luke 18:28-30. What promise does Jesus give to those who have made sacrifices for his sake in this
world?

Ifwe areHis5 A a OA LJX Sa (GKSy X
This interaction shows us three things that God is looking for in those who would be his true disciples and
fit for service in his kingdom:

1. Obedience
What demands does Jesus make on us that cause us to hesitate because they seem unreasonable or
illogical?

It's been said, “The Lord doesn’t want you opinions, He wants your obedience.” Why?

2. Humility
In the case of both Isaiah and Simon, an expression of unworthiness precedes a call to serve God. Why does
God work this way?

Discuss the statement, ‘Humility is the language of worship.’
Do you have feelings of unworthiness in the service of Jesus? Why do such feelings in fact dishonour Jesus?

3. Commntiment
The disciples’ changed lives is expressed in half a sentence (v. 11b). It seems so straight forward, but what
do you think it cost them?

Commitment to anything seems like an old fashioned . .
concept these days. Why? Special Prayer Points

20 to24 July

Jesus’ disciples give 100% for him because he gave 100% for _
them. What percentage are you giving to Jesus? Or maybe it *Pray for the Brigades
is best to ask what percentage of your life you are holding

back? What keeps us from giving all to him? .
* Pray for the Lifeworks course

For Prayer
Ask God)io help you: * Pray for YoungLife ministry (C lub is
1. obey Him held each Tuesday night)

2. be humble before Him
3. Give all to Him
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MATTHEW 43322

A DISCIPLE IS TES

For Starters
The greatest lessons are usually learnt the hard way Tell the group about a lesson you had to learn the
hard way.

Another Tough Night on the Sea

The sea features a lot in Jesus’ early ministry. In ancient cultures, the sea was often considered a dangerous
and chaotic place. Many lost their lives on this uncontrollable and unpredictable place. But the testimony of
the Scriptures is that God controls the sea. Not only did he part the waters of the Red Sea for Moses and
the people to pass through on dry land (Exodus 14 - 15), but as its Creator, the seas are in God’s sovereign
power (Psalm 89:9). Peter and his colleagues were experienced fishermen, but they could not control the
seas and storms.

Read Matthew 14:2:33.

The sense of the word ‘made’ in verse 22 is that Jesus compelledor constrainedthe disciples to take the
boat to the other side. It is very deliberate. Why would Jesus do this when he must have known what was
about to happen on the sea (Isaiah 51:15 tells us that ‘God stirs up the sea so that its waves roar’)?

When Jesus arrives, walking on the water, he declares, “It is I” or literally, “I am.” What is significant about
this statement? If you need help, look at Exodus 3:14.

What is Jesus demonstrating by walking on the water?

Peter sometimes gets criticised for lacking faith and sinking. Do you think this is fair?

What caused Peter to sink?

What was more important in this event ... Peter’s faith or Jesus faithfulness?
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Ifwe areHis5 A 4 OA LX Sa GKSyX
What are the lessons for 21°* Century followers of Jesus?

Lesson 1: About Life’'s Stor ms
Jesus sent the disciples into the storm. Why? What does this tell you about difficult circumstances you face
in life?

Lesson 2: About Jesus’ Response to Your Stor ms
What did Jesus do while the disciples were in the storm (v. 23)?

Does Jesus seem far off while you are dealing with life’s issues? How does this passage help?

Lesson 3: About Faith
What usually is our downfall when life overwhelms us? (consider what caused Peter to sink).

Why do we let our circumstances push God off the throne?

Think about some storms you have faced or are facing in life. Was/is your focus on Jesus throughout? Talk
about this with your group.

How can Christians support each other through life’s storms?

Special Prayer Points

For Prayer 27t031  July
Pray for members of your group who may be facing stormy

times in life right now. Pray for faith and eyes only for Jesus
. . . . *
until he either calms the storm of life or calms the storm in Pray for

them. God in PNG

the Shepley family serving

* Pray forth e Lifeworks course

* Pray for the Presbytery meeting on

Tuesday August 4
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JOHN 6:80Q

A DISCIPLE GOES THE |

For Starters
We all know people who have started the journey of faith, but who have given up. Why do you think this
happens?

Great Expectations
The event that leads up to Peter’s discussion with Jesus can be found earlier in chapter 6. Glance back and
consider what had happened and what the people wanted and expected from Jesus.

What false expectations do people place on Jesus today?

The discussion about food leads to one of the famous ‘I Am’ sayings of Jesus. In verse 35, Jesus says, ‘I am
the bread of life’ and he goes on to speak of eating his flesh and drinking his blood. What did he mean by
saying these things?

Why did many people find Jesus’ sayings in this section too hard (v. 60)?

Many Turn Away
Read John 6:601.

Looking at verse 66 we find that many turn away from Jesus. What is Jesus’ response to this and does it
surprise you?

Jesus refuses to seek peace with people at the expense of truth. Is this is a temptation for us today?
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What areas of Christian faith, theology and practice would you break fellowship over? Which would you not
argue over for the sake of maintaining peace? Here are some examples but you might like to talk about
others: (1) the literal resurrection of Jesus (2) the atoning death of Jesus for our sin (3) the inerrancy of the
Bible as the complete Word of God (4) how often a church should practice communion (5) the virgin birth
of Jesus (6) the literal doctrine of hell (7) the literal interpretation of Genesis 1 and 2, that God created the
world in 6 24 hour days (8) salvation by faith in Jesus Christ and nothing else (9) that Jesus is the only way
to eternal life (10) the deity of Jesus (11) church government by elders versus church government by an
individual leader.

Jesus then turns to the Twelve and asks if they too will leave. He calls them to make their own decision.
What reason does Peter give for staying with Jesus?

If you had been there on that day, where do you think you would have stood - with those who left or those
who stayed? Why?

LT 6S INB I Aa 5Aa0ALX Sa GKSy X
A key to being a true disciple is accepting Jesus’ teaching. Are there parts of what Jesus says that you find
hard to accept? Do you ever have doubts? Talk about this together as a group.

How does Peter’s response help to guide us when we find _ _
Christian discipleship hard going? SpeC|aI Prayer Points

3to7 August

* P ray for the church leadership
For Prayer
Pray for each other around the group. Pray that each of
you would resist the temptation to give up on Jesus.

planning day on August 8

* Pray forth e Lifeworks course

DIGGING DEKfor further individual study) * Pray for the Session meeting on
Many people argue over whether a person who is saved
can then lose that salvation by later turning away from
God. If you want to dig deeper into this issue study the attending the Mark Dever conference
following passages - Philippians 1:3, 1 Peter 1:3-5, John

10:25-3(?, Romans 11:28—25, Luke 8:4-15, 1 John 2:3-6, S AUELE A2 BTG
Hebrews 2:1-3, Hebrews 6:4-6, Hebrews 3:12-14, Romans
8:31-39.

Tuesday August 11 and for the leaders
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MATTHEW 48313

A DISCIPQKES THE CHUF

ForStarters
What is a church? Discuss this question as a group.

Chapter 16 is a pivotal chapter in Matthew’s gospel, particularly with
respect to the true identity of Jesus.

Read Matthew 16:123.

t SGSNRa {GFaGdSYSyd | o62dzi WSadz
Jesus’ first question concerns the people: who do they say | am®Phey
believe he is a prophet returned from the dead. Even Herod the tetrarch
thought this (Matthew 14:2). But then Jesus makes the question more
direct and personal: Who do you say | am? Peter gives a double-barrelled
answer, “You are the Christ, the son of the Living God.” What is significant
about these expressions? Look up 2 Samuel 7:11b-16.

In verse 20, Jesus tells the disciples not to tell anyone that he is the Christ.
Why? (see also Psalm 2 for help as you think about this).

CONTROVERSY

If you think we threw in some
controversial issues last week,
this week’s passage has been
probably the most theologically
hot topic in recent centuries.
More papers and books have
been written about Matthew
16:18-19 than any other gospel
passage. But its controversy
probably escapes those of us
who are deeply rooted in the
Reformed faith. Its issue
concerns the place of Peter in
the church. The Roman
Catholic Church sees this verse
as proof that Peter was
appointed by Christ into the
special role of Pope over the
first church and that ever since
then there has been a
succession of Popes who have
the keys to the kingdom of
God.

At this early stage, even though Peter had made such a bold profession, he still struggled to comprehend
what the Christ would have to do. Why does Jesus have to chastise him in verse 23?

JesusBtatement about Peter

Peter’s statement about Jesus consisted of 2 parts, but Jesus statement about Peter consists of 3.

a. You areblessed
What is the nature of Peter’s blessing?

Is this also true for us today? How do we receive understanding of the true nature of Jesus? (Ephesians

1:15-18)

How is this important for you when you want your friends to come to know Jesus as Saviour and Lord?

CENTRAL CHURCH HOMEGROUPS: FROM SIMON TO PETER

Page 18




b. You areherock
Why is the description of a rock significant for Peter?

In what sense would Peter be the rock on which Jesus established his church?

c. You have the keys
In what sense was Peter given the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven? (Look at Matthew 23:13 and think about
the contrast).

What importance does this place on the work of the church in making the name of Jesus known?

Ifwe are¢ NHzS 5AaO0ALX Sa GKSyX

If we are Jesus’ disciples then we will:

1. Profess Jesus in the same terms as Peter did

What difference should this make in your life if you truly believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living
God?

2. Commit to Jesus plaorfthe church
This is the first reference to the churchin the gospels." How does Jesus describe what the church will be
and how does that description fit with your perceptions of church?

What is your attitude to the church? Both Jesus and Peter died for the sake of the church. Is it really all that
important?

Discuss the statement: ‘There is no salvation outside the church of Jesus.’

For Prayer Special Prayer Points

Pray for the church - your own church and churches all 10 to 14 August
around the world. Pray that we would be faithful in
proclaiming Jesus, the Christ, the Son of the Living God.

* Pray for churches in our city
DIGGING DEEPER
While Peter was not a Pope, there was special significance in

his role in the early church. Look up these passages and * Pray for Emily Andrews returning
notice his role in giving kingdom access to certain groups. from Cambodia this week
Acts 2
Acts 8:4-17
Acts 10

What is Peter’s role after Acts 16?

! There are only three uses of the word ‘church’ in the gospels and they all appear in Matthew 16-18.
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MATTHEWSL8S

A DISCIPLE UNDERSTAN

For Starters

On June 18 2009, Karl Kramer was released from Goulburn Jail after serving 15 years for murder. On his

release he was met at the prison gate by Ken Marslew. Ken offered Karl a job in his business. What is
particularly unusual about this is that Ken Marslew is the father of the young man whom Karl murdered.

Ken Marslew’s 18 year ol dKmmenmovedhan 1lbyeasearken mur der e

In newspaper and radio reports, Ken spoke of his forgiveness. But this angered many people in the
community who believed forgiving a criminal like Kramer was sending the wrong message.

What do you think? Are there cases where it is best not to forgive or where forgiveness should morally be

withheld? Discuss this in the group. Also talk about whether you think you could act in the same way that
Ken Marslew did.

Forgiveness
Read Matthew 18:185

Issues of having a brother who sins against you form the context for a fuller discussion about forgiveness.
Our study will focus on the latter part of the passage.

What do you think was in Peter’s mind when he asks his question (v. 21)?

Jesus responds with a parable. Who do the characters in the parable represent?
The Master:
Servant 1:
Servant 2:

Considering the values Jesus speaks about in the story, what point is he making about the extent of the
Master’s forgiveness compared to servant 1?

Do you think in those terms about your own sin and God’s forgiveness? Why do we tend not to truly
comprehend the depths of our sin?
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Jesus’ conclusion in verse 35 seems incredibly tough! It even seems suggest there is a condition on our
salvation. Is this how we are to understand it? See also Matthew 6:14-15.

LT 6S IINB I Aada 5Aa0ALX Sa GKSyX
Clearly forgiveness is a key attribute for a disciple of Jesus and one we all need to learn.

Gandhi said: "The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong". Do you agree?

Is forgiveness possible if the person who sinned does not come to you in repentance?

Does forgiving require me to forgive and forget?

Phillip Yancey says, “Forgiveness alone can halt the cycle of blame and pain, breaking the chain of ungrace.
... The word resentmentexpresses what happens if the cycle goes on uninterrupted. It means literally, to
feel again: resentment lives in the past, relives it over and over, picks each fresh scab so that the wound
never heals” (Wh at ' s s o A fBac®ipndg-97)A heospeaks about how forgiveness sets the
wronged person free. Do you agree and have you experienced this in your relationships?

Generally, the language we apply to relationships is the language of the marketplace. We will investin a
relationship or spendtime with someone. Sometimes we talk about valuing someone or even having a
bankrupt relationship. How does this betray the framework with which we view relationships and is this
healthy? What is a better way to approach our relationships?

Special Prayer Points

For Prayer 17t0 21  August
Think through your relationships. Are there any people you

need to forgive? Are there any people you need to talk to * Pray for those preparing to go on
about offence they have caused you? Pray for these o
matters. the Solomons Island mission in

September

* Pray for 180YOUTH and their

leaders
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JOHN:1220

A DISCIFLE SERVANIT

For Starters
Have you ever made a social blunder? Done something really embarrassing in a public setting because you
didn’t know better? Tell the group about it.

Awkward

John chapter 13 marks a turning point in the way John tells the events of the Jesus’ life and ministry. Up
until this time Jesus hour had not yet come (remember what Jesus said at the Wedding at Cana in John 2:4).
But now all of a sudden, Jesus’ time has come (13:1) and so he spends more concentrated time in
discussions with his disciples. We find ourselves in the upper room as preparations are made for the Last
Supper.

What was unusual about Jesus taking the role of washing everyone’s feet and how does verse 3 make this
even more obvious?

Look up Philippians 2:6-11. Can you notice any similarities between what is described there and what Jesus
is doing in John 13?

Why did Peter object to Jesus washing his feet (v. 6-8)?

Jesus points out a deeper significance in this act of service. What was it (v. 8)? (see also Mark 10:45 and 1
Corinthians 6:11)

In what ways is Peter’s initial reluctance to have Jesus wash his feet indicative of people’s response to Jesus
today?

Your Turn to Stoop
After washing their feet, Jesus gives instructions to the disciples. What is it (v. 14-15) and what did Jesus
mean?
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Of course, Jesus intended us to think about how we love one another in a general sense, but there is a
more specific act of service that Jesus has in mind. What do you think it is (verse 20 might help)?

lfweare His A 4 OA LX Sa GKSyX

Being a servant is critical to being a disciple. Talk in your group about the very specific implications of being
a servant, just as Jesus was a servant (you might like to read Philippians 2:5-11 and continue through to
verse 18).

What would our city be like if all Christians in Ipswich took these instructions seriously?

For Prayer : -
Pray for our humble witness to our community, both as SpeCIaI Prayer Points
individuals and as a church. 241028 August

Pray that people would be drawn to our serving attitudes. 5 ey o sEmeEans o dhud

camp, October 9 - 11

* Pray for th ose who serve us at
church through cleaning, office duties,

morning tea and supp|
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JOHN 13:38, OHN 18:2Z JOHN 2119

ADSCI

PLE

For Starters
Have you ever been seriously let down by a work colleague, team mate or someone else who you thought
you could depend on? How did you respond?

A Study in Contrast

The trial of Jesus and the denials of Peter happen simultaneously. This is a study in contrasts. As you read
John 18:12-27, notice how John emphasises the difference between the two important men. Discuss this

together.

Going back in time, we find Peter being very brave in Luke 22:33-34. What has changed and how do you

think Peter might have justified his lies in John 18?

It is easy for us as spectators to criticise Peter, but do you think you would have been any different? When

have you been ashamed to publicly own Jesus as your Lord?

A Lesson in Restoration

Three times Peter denied Jesus. For the remainder of the trial and crucifixion
of Jesus, we hear nothing about him. In John 21 we catch up with him again.
He is fishing with some of the disciples when Jesus appears.

Read John 21:19.

What is familiar about the beginning of this story?

After bringing in the huge haul of fish, the men talk on the beach. Jesus asked
Peter, “Do you love me more than these?” Who are the ‘these’ he refers to?

Jesus repeats the question 3 times and on receiving each response, calls
Peter to feed (or tend) his sheep (or lambs). There is no need to concern
ourselves with slight changes in language here (see text box). What was
Jesus’ purpose in asking the question 3 times?

DO YOU LOVE ME?

You may have heard people
explain this passage saying that
Jesus uses 3 different words for
‘love’ when questioning Peter.
This is not entirely true. He
uses agapaothe first two times
and phileothe last time. Peter
responds with the word phileo
each time. What are we to
make of this? Not a lot. Tomes
have been written but it is all
speculation. The semantic
difference between the two
words is not great enough to
make any significant
theological point from it.

So too when Jesus says ‘feed’
my sheep. The second time he
says ‘tend’ - but again, there is
not enough difference to make
any exegetical point.
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The dual role that Peter would undertake in the life of the church becomes evident in this passage. We
have already seen that Peter will be a fisher of men (study 2). Now Jesus brings in another metaphor in
Christian leadership. What is it and what role does it imply?

Jesus final words to Peter at this time are, ‘follow me’. How might this have encouraged Peter?

If we are His Disciples thef
Disciples will aim to remain faithful to Jesus just as he has been faithful to us. What things might encourage
us to be more bold for Christ?

Peter’s failure seemed to make a shipwreck of his potential usefulness in Jesus’ plan for the Kingdom of
God. But Jesus is always willing to restore and renew. Are we in the church as willing to restore and renew?

How might failure be turned into something useful thing in Kingdom work?

Have you ever experienced the sort of failure that has made you feel unworthy for Kingdom ministry? Have
you seen such things happen in other people? What steps would be important in church life to ensure
standards are maintained, but so too are broken people affirmed and restored?

Special Prayer Points
For Prayer
Ask God for the boldness to stand up for Christ even
when it might be hard or uncomfortable to do so.

31 August to 4 September

* Pray for the Queensland Theological
Thank God that he restores! College as it trains people for mini stry
* Pray for our Sunday School teachers

and students

* Pray for the session meeting next

Tuesday night
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ACTS 1 AND 2

A DISAIR IS SENT

For Starters
Look over the studies in this booklet. Talk in the group about what has been new, helpful or challenging for
your own Christian walk.

Empowered

In our last study we saw that Peter had been restored from his failure. This week we find him reach his
potential as the man appointed by Peter be the founding rock of the church.

What did Jesus send the disciples to do? (Acts 1:6-8)

But it’s not all about Peter. By what power were Peter and the other disciples able to accomplish the task
they had been given?

What reason(s) might Peter have been able to give for not feeling like the right person for the task?

Is effective kingdom discipleship determined by the abilities of the disciple? What is more important?
(Romans 1:16).

The empowering of the Holy Spirit came 10 days after Jesus had ascended into heaven. It took place on the
day of Pentecost (a Jewish celebration 50 days after the Passover). A crowd gathered to see what was
happening giving Peter the opportunity to stand up and speak.

Read Acts 2:141.

How would you summarise Peter’s sermon in one sentence?

The response of the people is astounding. They were ‘cut to the heart’ (v. 37). Why? (see John 16:7-8).
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The Rock of the Early Church

3000 people were saved that day and thus marks the beginning of the Christian church. In the chapters that
follow, we see Peter continuing to take the lead in miraculous outreach (3:1-10), evangelistic preaching
(3:11-26), interactions with authorities (chapter 4), dealing with sin within the church (5:1-11), managing
internal affairs (6:1-7), bringing the Spirit to the Samaritans (8:14-16), opening the way to preach to the
Gentiles (chapter 10) and much more.

But never lose sight of his beginnings - an unschooled fisherman who spoke too often and failed Jesus as a
critical time. Recall from study 2, what was it that made Peter the right person for the job? Are any of us
disqualified from serving God?

What excuses do we tend to use to avoid doing God’s work?

If we are His Disciples thet

Disciples of Jesus are willing to go wherever Jesus sends them. In many ways, being a worker in a factory, a
student in a University, a mum in a home, a retired person volunteering at the Op Shop - all of these are
places you are sent. Where have you been sent?

How are you going at being a witness where you are? What could you do to be more faithful to Jesus?

Remember how Jesus made disciples in study 1? How does this apply to you where you are?

But what about more formal ministry? How might a person Special Prayer Points
kn.oyv if God would use them overseas or in some official 14 to 18 September
ministry capacity locally?

* Pray for  YoungLife and their camp

later this month

For Prayer
Pray for one another that you would each be faithful *Pray for Church Camp - 9to 11
witnesses to Jesus in the places you have been sent.
October
Pray for future opportunities to share the love of Jesus in
your world. _ _
* Pray for the holidays coming up

for safety for families
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GROUP PRAYER JOURNAL (PAGE 1)

WEEK = WE PRAYED FOR ANSWERED
1
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GROUP PRAYER JOURNAL (PAGE 2)

WEEK = WE PRAYED FOR ANSWERED
6

10
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FURTHER READING

ABOUTUNDERSTANDINBEGOSPELS
9 Craig Blomberg, Jesus and the Gospgigoadman & Holman, 1997.
9 Don Carson, Douglas Moo and Leon Morris, An Introduction to the New Testamemnipollos, 1992.
9 Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible Book by Bataadervan 2002.
9 Donald Guthrie, New Testament Imbduction Apollos, 1990.

9 Dictionary of Jesus and the GospBIB series.

COMMENTARIES ON THE GOSPELS

9 The NIV Application Commentaries series
 The New International Commentary on the New Testament series
9 Expositor’s Bible Commentary series

 Tyndale New Testament Commentary series

CENTRAL CHURCH HOMEGROUPS: FROM SIMON TO PETER Page 31




Central Homegroups are a Ministry of the Discipleship Portfolio

5ECENTRALCHURCH IPSWICH

www.centralchurch.net.au
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