8 GROUP STUDIES ON THE
BEATITUDES IN MATTHEW

Bi
Qfe

February & March 2010
The Beatitudes

o6\ v i

5ECENTRALCHURCH IPSWICH



CENRAL CHURCH HOMEGROUPS: THE BIG LIFE (THE BEATITUDES) Page?



C:ONTENTS

Getting the Most out of Your Homegroup

ThePoint of Homegroups

Central News

2 KEFGQ& | FLIISYAYI G /SydNI t | ABENOKK

Big Living or Big Mistake?
AnIntroduction to the Beatitudes

STUDY 1: Blessed are the Poor in Spirit

STUDY 2: Blessed dreose Who Mourn

STUDY Blessed are the Meek

tF38 X

PagseX w21

PagsX 13-15

t F 3S&17X wmc

STUDY 4&lessed are those who Hunger for Righteousnesst | 3 S 820X ™y

STUDY Blessed ar¢he Merciful

STUDY @lessed are the Pure in Heart

STUDY Blessed are the Peacemakers

STUDY &Blessed are the Persecuted

Your Group Prayer List

Further Reading

t I 3S5822X HM

t | 3 824X
t | 3 526X
t | 3 728X
PagsX 29-32

Ph3S X oo

CENRAL CHURCH HOMEGROUPS: THE BIG LIFE (THE BEATITUDES)

Page3



>« CENTRALCHUR

starting . points’

PREPARING YOUR 0-4 YEAR OLD CHILD FOR LIFE

13 AND 20 MARCH 2010

AT THE AUDITORIUM, CENTRAL CHURCH IPSWICH,
CNR LIMESTONE AND GORDON STREETS.
(8:30 AM TO 2 PM ERACH DRAY)

$20 PER MANUAL (CAN BE SHARED)
CHILDCARE PROVIDED FOR SMALL COST
TO REGISTER CONTRCT TRMACIE ON 3413 1050 OR
TRACIE (VCENTRALCHURCH.NET.AU

CENRAL CHURCH HOMEGROUPS: THE BIG LIFE (THE BEATITUDES) Page4



HOMEGROUPS AT CENTRAL CHURCH

Thanks for Being Part &t Homegroup

Central homegroups arthe backboneof our church. Sunday services are important, but in homegroups
there is greater opportunity for learning together, serving together, caring together, praying together and
R2Ay3a fATFTS (23SUKSNXY D2RQA& LiSaxadimBnity aNdShe Yedtiexp@dsighS R A
of that community is in homegroups.

Making the Most of Your Homegroup Time
lyeldKAY3 g2NIK R2AY3I A& 62NIK R2Ay3I gStftod ¢KIGQ:
AYLRZNIFY (G O2YYAIGYSyTherd afe adedvdads fyou b Oaiso & vai de/tiSednost

0SYSTAlU 2dzi 2F GKS 3ANRdAzZLI YR a2 (KIFG @2dz FNB | oS

Be There: Your presence encourages others. It means you are not only committed to the
group, but b the other members of the group. Being inconsistent sends a negative
message to everyone else.

Prayer: Pray for the people in your group, especially your group leader.

Prepare Read any parts of the Bible that your leader suggests, do any homewark tha
comes out of the study. Will not be onerous and you will benefit from it.

Care Be willing to give of yourself to the others inyour grogpk S . Ao0f S al @az
another for love is from God and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
D 2 R1John 4:7).

Why Do the Same Study?
Central Church has recently moved to a system where all homegroups study the same passage or topic that
was preached on at the Sunday church senkigbat are the advantages of doing studies this way?

Unity: Doing thesame study means all across the church we are learning the same things
at the same time. It can provide topics of conversation across the whole church.

Growth: People learn better when they hear things more than once. People learn better
when they hear things more than once. Marketing people know this. That is why
you see the same commercials on tv over and over again. But it is true. Most
people will only rememér one or two points from a Sunday sermon (and they are
usually the stories that are told as illustrations). People learn best when given the
opportunity to talk over the subject matteBy hearing the sermon on Sunday and
then being involved in a homegrpuiscussion during the week, you will find the
YSaar3asS 2F D2RQa 22NR Aa az2gy Y2NB RSSLJ

Relevance: By preparing our own studies, we can be specific about issues that impact all of us
in our time and place. Most group studyaterials are from America or were
written 10 or 20 years ago and speak to issues of another place or time. You will
find that the studies we prepare will be practical and relevant in Ipswich, today.

You will also find that this booklet provides helpfaformation about what is happening in and around
Central Church and will give you up to date information about matters for prayer.
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THE POINT OF HOMEGROUPS

Central Chure has a missioX
To make followers of Jesus by being followers of Jesus.

Everythingwe do as a church must go some way towards fulfilling that mission. Probably most people
would see homegroups as a learning and fellowship actiityyou would think thathey aremore about
0SAY3 F2ftf26SNBE 2F WSadza dadningset Wdwouldyike toElange.2 6 SNA 2 T

Homegroups have a central place in the life of Central Chainchbecausef that, theyare critical in the
fulfilment of the whole mission and vision of the church. Your homegroupwl place where the vision
of the church comes into view.

L¥ &2dz NBYSYOSNI FNRY f1ad &SINRa O2YYAGYSyid asSNRS

hdzNJ @GA&aA2y 2F / SYGNFf / KdzZNOK LLJAGA Okentled GKIF G 0:¢
community of believers, faithful to Goddeach other whicl

a.Commitsi 2 D2 RQ& 2 2 NJIS; Hebmewst6ABY Bpliekians 4116\

b. Cultivatedfaithful servants of God (Romans 1831 Corinthians 12:121)

c. Celebratessod (Psalm 95; 1 Corinthians 142% 1 Timothy 2:B)

d. Caredor people (Romans 1288; 1 Peter 5:5b; Philippians 2:311; Acts 4:3237)
e. Callsothers to faith in Christ (Matthew 28:48); Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:11%)

To achieve this vision, each homegroup needs to keep each element of it clearly in viewgrivigst

g2dZ R KI @S y2 RAFTFAOdz & Ay aSSAy3a K2g O2YYAUlAy3
meetings. Celebrating God should also be fairly clear as groups pray together and thank God for his
goodness in their lives. But try not torget the others:

Cultivating faithful servants of GadHomegroups can be wonderful outlets for people to use their
IAFTIAa Ay D2RQa aSNIBAOS® DAFTHa 2F SyO02dzN» 3SYSy
hospitality, of evangelism, @A a OSNY YSy Gz 2F AYyGSNDSdarzy SiOXc«
and embraced in the homegroup.

Calling others to faith in Christiow does a homegroup do evangelism? The most obvious way will

be to support and encourage each other in your individu@sional efforts. That will mean talking
together about unsaved people for whom you each have a burdeorkmates, neighbours,

NEfl GAPSa SGOX LG gikdsdpeopls both at-hGniedralSdna at atbedtides.y 3 F
Homegroups will then behk first network of relationships that the unsaved person gets to know as
group members invite unsaved friends and homegroup friends around for dinner or to watch the
F220AS SGOX ¢KAa Aa AyaSydaAazylrtz YAaarzylt fA(¢

LYy wnmnX fS0Qa droups sditiey atelaihg qaups Jlyich arelahihging to fruition the
YAZAA2Y YR @Araizy 2F (GKS OKdzZNOK® ¢CKAY] Fo2dzi K26
Also, this book has a special prayer list in the back for people who need BeEsase make use of this list

by adding the names of unsaved people to pray for.
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CENTRAL NEWS

FROM THE ELDERS

What follows is an update on théinhgs that have been occupying teaergy of theelders recently

New Executive Pastor

adzOK 27F { KiQateSri2808 ddusdeddr2fiNding a new Executive Pastor to replace Greg who is
commencing full time study in 2010. We are extremely pleased to have found Mark Davies who comes with
great ministry experience and as a man who we believe will be a gaatbfihe culture of Central Church.

Mark will start with us in March after he and his wife return from an overseas holiday. Mark will work 3

days a week from the office and on Sundays.

Mark has worked as a minister in the Baptist Church in NSW. He plameechurch and was an associate
minister at another church of similar size to Central. Mark is an Elder at the NewLife Presbyterian Church in
Springfield and lives in Middle Park with his wife Cheryle and their three children.

Staff Expectations

Sessiondecided in December to allow ministry staff to take one Sunday off each term. We realise that
ministry life is demanding and ministry staff seldom get to have a weekend breather with their families. We
encourage our ministry staff to take the family awayjust have a break every now and then. The Church

will benefit from having staff who are frequently refreshed and cared for.

t SG4SQa ! {! ¢NRARLJ

The elders had aaluable discussion in December arising out of the things Peter Wiedemann shared from
his recenttrip to the USA. You wiiind an article by Pete in the latestlition of ChurchLife. It is always

good for us to let ourselves be inspired and challenged by what other Christians and Churches are doing.

Baptisms
Nine new believers were baptised ecember 2010, along with 3 children. The elders are thrilled at the
progress in faith that we are seeing in so many people. We pray this trend will continue in 2010.

Effective Ministry

The Elderdave started to work our way through a book by Andy StawhlledThe 7 Practices of Effective
Ministry. It is a valuable tool to get us thinking not just about doing ministry, but doing effective ministry.
YSe FyYz2y3aid GKS LN} OGAOSa Aa ¢KIG {GFryftSe OFffa
process of working out what we expect to achieve out of each of our ministry initiatives. If we do not know
what we are hoping to achieve, then why are we doing it? The question of clarifying the win is a challenging
one. We will also be asking the Porifa to spend some time thinking through the same question. Who
knows, maybe there will be some changes around the place as a result of what we discuss.

Central Church, 7
FEATURING: Guest Chef, Dean Geldens
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Congregational Meetings

The elders would like to change some things about the way our Congregatioréihlyefunction. Rather

than simply having a business meeting where only business gets done, we would like to make sure that we
spend valuable time together as a church community.

The first meeting for the year (at the end of March) is our Annual Coatioegl Meeting. Traditionally,

this is the meeting where we reflect on the year gone. Reports are submitted and financial accounts are
audited. We would like the emphasis on this night to be thanksgiving for the year that has been. This will
include timesof prayer together, hearing the stories of people whose lives have been challenged and
OKIFy3aSR GKNRdAAK (GKS &2SIFENE KSFNAYy3I FNRY D2RQa ¢2NR

The last meeting of the year is held in November. Traditionally, the budget for the upgoyear is
presented. Again, we would like this to be a community event where we focus on the year to come and
commit it to God in prayer. We will also hear about some plans and new initiatives for the year to come.
And of course, there will be food!

FROM THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

Financial Update

Cur offering incomdor 2009exceeded the budget for which we are encouraged and very thankful to God.
The weekly budgeted offering f&010 is$7224 which isn excess 0$1000 per week more than in 2009.
Thatsounds like a lot, but we made a similar increase in 2009. Anything is possible with God.

Video Ezy

The elders have decided to-tease Video Ezy for another 12 months (to the end of May 2011). This
decision was based on some of the time factors thauldocome into play before the building could be
occupied by us for services. The extra year will give us time to get all the approvals necessary and to raise
some of the funds that will be required to do thefieto make it a usable space for church dees.

Roofs

Roof of the Hall

The Congregation gave appral to replace the roof of the hall in accordance with tleeommendation
made by the Heritage Report we received from the BRA.are discovering there are plenty of hoops to
jump through for what should be a fairly straight forward job. Between Presbyterian church committees
and Council stakeholders, it is all taking a while. We hope work willssiart.

Heritage Building
In the last significant rain we had a leak in the roof of the side room in the Heritage Building. Members of
the committee are looking into what is required to solve this problem.
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