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HOMEGROUPS AT CENTRAL CHURCH 
 
Thanks for Being Part of a Homegroup 
Central homegroups are the backbone of our church. Sunday services are important, but in homegroups 
there is greater opportunity for learning together, serving together, caring together, praying together and 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŀǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴto a community and the best expression 
of that community is in homegroups. 
 
Making the Most of Your Homegroup Time 
!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŜŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜΦ There are a few things you can do so that you get the most 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦŜǿΥ 
 

Be There: Your presence encourages others. It means you are not only committed to the 
group, but to the other members of the group. Being inconsistent sends a negative 
message to everyone else. 

 
 Prayer:  Pray for the people in your group, especially your group leader. 
 

Prepare: Read any parts of the Bible that your leader suggests, do any homework that 
comes out of the study. It will not be onerous and you will benefit from it.  

 
Care: Be willing to give of yourself to the others in your group. ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά[ƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ 

another for love is from God and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 
DƻŘέ (1 John 4:7). 

 
Why Do the Same Study? 
Central Church has recently moved to a system where all homegroups study the same passage or topic that 
was preached on at the Sunday church service. What are the advantages of doing studies this way? 
 

Unity: Doing the same study means all across the church we are learning the same things 
at the same time. It can provide topics of conversation across the whole church. 

 
Growth: People learn better when they hear things more than once. People learn better 

when they hear things more than once. Marketing people know this. That is why 
you see the same commercials on tv over and over again. But it is true. Most 
people will only remember one or two points from a Sunday sermon (and they are 
usually the stories that are told as illustrations). People learn best when given the 
opportunity to talk over the subject matter. By hearing the sermon on Sunday and 
then being involved in a homegroup discussion during the week, you will find the 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǎƻǿƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΦ 
 

Relevance: By preparing our own studies, we can be specific about issues that impact all of us 
in our time and place. Most group study materials are from America or were 
written 10 or 20 years ago and speak to issues of another place or time. You will 
find that the studies we prepare will be practical and relevant in Ipswich, today. 

 
You will also find that this booklet provides helpful information about what is happening in and around 
Central Church and will give you up to date information about matters for prayer. 
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THE POINT OF HOMEGROUPS 
Central Church has a mission Χ 
 

To make followers of Jesus by being followers of Jesus. 
 
Everything we do as a church must go some way towards fulfilling that mission. Probably most people 
would see homegroups as a learning and fellowship activity. So you would think that they are more about 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩs a mindset we would like to change. 
 
Homegroups have a central place in the life of Central Church and because of that, they are critical in the 
fulfilment of the whole mission and vision of the church. Your homegroup will be a place where the vision 
of the church comes into view.  
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ 
 

hǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ-centred 

community of believers, faithful to God and each other which Χ 

a. Commits ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ όн ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ пΥм-5; Hebrews 6:1-3; Ephesians 4:11-16) 

b. Cultivates faithful servants of God (Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31) 

c. Celebrates God (Psalm 95; 1 Corinthians 14:36-25; 1 Timothy 2:1-3) 

d. Cares for people (Romans 12:9-13; 1 Peter 5:1-5; Philippians 2:1-11; Acts 4:32-37) 

e. Calls others to faith in Christ  (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:13-17) 

To achieve this vision, each homegroup needs to keep each element of it clearly in view. Most groups 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ƛƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 
meetings. Celebrating God should also be fairly clear as groups pray together and thank God for his 
goodness in their lives. But try not to forget the others: 
 

Cultivating faithful servants of God: Homegroups can be wonderful outlets for people to use their 
ƎƛŦǘǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ DƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ƻŦ 
hospitality, of evangelism, of ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŜǘŎΧΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜŘ 
and embraced in the homegroup. 

 
Calling others to faith in Christ: How does a homegroup do evangelism? The most obvious way will 
be to support and encourage each other in your individual missional efforts. That will mean talking 
together about unsaved people for whom you each have a burden - workmates, neighbours, 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŜǘŎΧ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ these people, both at homegroup and at other times. 
Homegroups will then be the first network of relationships that the unsaved person gets to know as 
group members invite unsaved friends and homegroup friends around for dinner or to watch the 
ŦƻƻǘƛŜ ŜǘŎΧ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ 

 
Lƴ нлмлΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ groups so they are all-round groups which are bringing to fruition the 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 
Also, this book has a special prayer list in the back for people who need Jesus. Please make use of this list 
by adding the names of unsaved people to pray for.  
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CENTRAL NEWS 
 

FROM THE ELDERS 
What follows is an update on the things that have been occupying the energy of the elders recently. 
 
New Executive Pastor 
aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǿƻǊk late in 2009 focussed on finding a new Executive Pastor to replace Greg who is 
commencing full time study in 2010. We are extremely pleased to have found Mark Davies who comes with 
great ministry experience and as a man who we believe will be a good fit into the culture of Central Church. 
Mark will start with us in March after he and his wife return from an overseas holiday. Mark will work 3 
days a week from the office and on Sundays. 
 
Mark has worked as a minister in the Baptist Church in NSW. He planted one church and was an associate 
minister at another church of similar size to Central. Mark is an Elder at the NewLife Presbyterian Church in 
Springfield and lives in Middle Park with his wife Cheryle and their three children. 
 
Staff Expectations 
Session decided in December to allow ministry staff to take one Sunday off each term. We realise that 
ministry life is demanding and ministry staff seldom get to have a weekend breather with their families. We 
encourage our ministry staff to take the family away or just have a break every now and then. The Church 
will benefit from having staff who are frequently refreshed and cared for. 
 
tŜǘŜΩǎ ¦{! ¢ǊƛǇ 
The elders had a valuable discussion in December arising out of the things Peter Wiedemann shared from 
his recent trip to the USA. You will find an article by Pete in the latest edition of ChurchLife. It is always 
good for us to let ourselves be inspired and challenged by what other Christians and Churches are doing. 
 
Baptisms 
Nine new believers were baptised in December 2010, along with 3 children. The elders are thrilled at the 
progress in faith that we are seeing in so many people. We pray this trend will continue in 2010. 
 
Effective Ministry 
The Elders have started to work our way through a book by Andy Stanley called The 7 Practices of Effective 
Ministry. It is a valuable tool to get us thinking not just about doing ministry, but doing effective ministry. 
YŜȅ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ΨŎƭŀǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴΩΦ .ȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
process of working out what we expect to achieve out of each of our ministry initiatives. If we do not know 
what we are hoping to achieve, then why are we doing it? The question of clarifying the win is a challenging 
one. We will also be asking the Portfolios to spend some time thinking through the same question. Who 
knows, maybe there will be some changes around the place as a result of what we discuss. 
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Congregational Meetings 
The elders would like to change some things about the way our Congregational Meetings function. Rather 
than simply having a business meeting where only business gets done, we would like to make sure that we 
spend valuable time together as a church community.  
 
The first meeting for the year (at the end of March) is our Annual Congregational Meeting. Traditionally, 
this is the meeting where we reflect on the year gone. Reports are submitted and financial accounts are 
audited. We would like the emphasis on this night to be thanksgiving for the year that has been. This will 
include times of prayer together, hearing the stories of people whose lives have been challenged and 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻƻŘΗ 
 
The last meeting of the year is held in November. Traditionally, the budget for the upcoming year is 
presented. Again, we would like this to be a community event where we focus on the year to come and 
commit it to God in prayer. We will also hear about some plans and new initiatives for the year to come. 
And of course, there will be food! 
 
 
 

FROM THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 
 
Financial Update 
Our offering income for 2009 exceeded the budget for which we are encouraged and very thankful to God. 
The weekly budgeted offering for 2010 is $7224 which is in excess of $1000 per week more than in 2009. 
That sounds like a lot, but we made a similar increase in 2009. Anything is possible with God.  
 
Video Ezy 
The elders have decided to re-lease Video Ezy for another 12 months (to the end of May 2011). This 
decision was based on some of the time factors that would come into play before the building could be 
occupied by us for services. The extra year will give us time to get all the approvals necessary and to raise 
some of the funds that will be required to do the re-fit to make it a usable space for church services. 
 
Roofs 
Roof of the Hall 
The Congregation gave approval to replace the roof of the hall in accordance with the recommendation 
made by the Heritage Report we received from the EPA. We are discovering there are plenty of hoops to 
jump through for what should be a fairly straight forward job. Between Presbyterian church committees 
and Council stakeholders, it is all taking a while. We hope work will start soon. 
 
Heritage Building 
In the last significant rain we had a leak in the roof of the side room in the Heritage Building. Members of 
the committee are looking into what is required to solve this problem. 
 

  


