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HOMEGROUPS AT CENTRAL CHURCH 

 
Thanks for Being Part of a Homegroup 
Central homegroups are the backbone of our church. Sunday services are important, but in homegroups 
there is greater opportunity for learning together, serving together, caring together, praying together and 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŀǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǎƻlation, but into a community and the best expression 
of that community is in homegroups. 
 
Making the Most of Your Homegroup Time 
!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŜŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
important commitment in your liŦŜΩǎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦŜǿΥ 
 

Be There: Your presence encourages others. It means you are not only committed to the 
group, but to the other members of the group. Being inconsistent sends a negative 
message to everyone else. 

 
 Prayer:  Pray for the people in your group, especially your group leader. 
 

Prepare: Read any parts of the Bible that your leader suggests, do any homework that 
comes out of the study. It will not be onerous and you will benefit from it.  

 
Care: Be willing to give of yourself to the others in your group. ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά[ƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ 

another for love is from God and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 
DƻŘέ όм WƻƘƴ пΥтύΦ 

 
Why Do the Same Study? 
Central Church has recently moved to a system where all homegroups study the same passage or topic that 
was preached on at the Sunday church service. What are the advantages of doing studies this way? 
 

Unity: Doing the same study means all across the church we are learning the same things 
at the same time. It can provide topics of conversation across the whole church. 

 
Growth: People learn better when they hear things more than once. People learn better 

when they hear things more than once. Marketing people know this. That is why 
you see the same commercials on tv over and over again. But it is true. Most 
people will only remember one or two points from a Sunday sermon (and they are 
usually the stories that are told as illustrations). People learn best when given the 
opportunity to talk over the subject matter. By hearing the sermon on Sunday and 
then being involved in a homegroup discussion during the week, you will find the 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǎƻǿƴ more deeply into your heart and mind. 
 

Relevance: By preparing our own studies, we can be specific about issues that impact all of us 
in our time and place. Most group study materials are from America or were 
written 10 or 20 years ago and speak to issues of another place or time. You will 
find that the studies we prepare will be practical and relevant in Ipswich, today. 

 
You will also find that this booklet provides helpful information about what is happening in and around 
Central Church and will give you up to date information about matters for prayer. 
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YOU AND YOUR GROUP LEADER 
 
Your homegroup is more than a study group. It is a family. It is a place where you connect with other 
believers and do life together. Our aim at Central is to see homegroups develop into the hubs of 
community life at Central Church. They will be open and welcoming. They will be places where people feel 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
gifts are valued and developed. They will be places where people can weep together and laugh together.  
 
Why? Because this is what gospel community is all about.  
 
You group leader is an important cog that makes all this happen. Please love them and look after them. 
Your leaders are appointed by the Leadership Team and are chosen because they love Jesus, understand 
people, can help people understand what the Bible says, and are of godly character fitting for a leader 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƳŜŜǘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ with each other for mutual support and encouragement, 
as well as to preview upcoming studies, to be further equipped for their role and to give feedback about 
any issues that we might need to address within the overall homegroups ministry. 
 
In regards to your leaders, please keep in mind what it says in Romans 13: 
 

7Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way 
of life and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  
 9Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be 
strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat them. Χ 
 15Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praiseτthe fruit of lips 
that confess his name. 16And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such 
sacrifices God is pleased. 17Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch 
over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a 
burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.  
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CENTRAL NEWS 
 

FROM THE ELDERS 
What follows is an update on the things that have been occupying the energy of the elders recently. 
 
Mark Davies has Landed 
We are very thankful that Mark and Cheryle Davies have joined us. Mark began as our Executive Pastor at 
the end of March. He will be working 4 days each week, namely Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Sundays. Please take the opportunity to chat with Mark and Cheryle, but be patient as they take time 
learning names and faces.  
 
aŀǊƪΩǎ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǘ {ȅŘƴŜȅ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ .ƛōƭŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ 
ministry in the Baptist Church. He planted a church at Sandy Beach on the North Coast of NSW before 
heading to a large Baptist church in Sydney as the Associate Pastor.  For the last 8 years, Mark has been 
operating his own small business in Queensland. Prior to coming to us, he was an elder at NewLife 
Presbyterian Church, Springfield.  
 
Congregational Meeting 
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ нтΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘΩ ǘƻ 
change our meeting into more of a celebration seems to have been well received. The night was spent 
singing to God, praying iƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ нллфΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
as the usual items of business. Thanks for all the positive feedback about the night.  
 
We are now looking forward to the meeting at the end of November when we look to the new year and set 
some goals for 2011. Again, we will pray and fellowship together as well as dealing with the business we 
need to get through. 
 
Thinking Steps 
hǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ƴŘȅ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Ψ{ŜǾŜƴ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎome great 
discussions. At our March meeting, we talked at length about the second practice: think steps, not 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΦ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ 
help them to take those steps. Your programmes should not just run for the sake of running them - where 
are these programmes taking people. Steps might include going from outside of the faith community to 
first contact with the faith 
community. Or it might be a 
step towards service in the 
church. Or a step of Christian 
maturity.  
 
This has led the team to 
think more strategically 
about what we are doing as 
a church and it has been very 
insightful. The elders are 
keen to share some of these 
ideas with the Portfolios 
with the view to making sure 
we are always being 
effective in what we are 
setting out to do. 
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INTRODUCING CAMERON 

Although growing up believing in God, 

Cameron only became a Christian in the 

mid 90's while in Darwin, and attending 

church for the first time since adulthood.  

His walk since then has been like many 

Christians - full of ups and downs and 

spiritual challenges, that regularly remind 

him of his need for the Saviour.  Between 

Darwin and Ipswich, he attended 

Graceville Presbyterian Church where he 

had some minor involvement in Sunday 

School, home groups, and Committee of 

Management.  

Cameron has been attending Central 

Church on and off for about 10 years, since 

moving to Ipswich in 2000.  In that time, he 

has been involved in Home Group 

leadership and also served on the new 

Facilities Committee in 2006.  

 

Cameron's day job is as an engineer, and 

he works in Brisbane's CBD with a 

consulting firm in the Property and 

Buildings Sector.  He looks after a team of 

over 100 architects, engineers, and 

landscape architects.  He considers his 

career highlight managing his firmΩs affairs 

in Indonesia for a couple of years from 

2006 to early 2009, which included him 

and his family relocating to Jakarta for that 

period. 

FROM THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 
 

New Committee Members 
At the AGM on 27th  March, we elected two 
committee members: John Kirkpatrick was re-
elected and Cameron Gillanders (pictured) was 
elected for the first time. Cameron will be a great 
addition to the team with his engineering 
experience. 

 
 
IT Improvements 
A team consisting of Chris MacAulay, Neil Williams and Jenny 
Dunn has started looking at the Information Technology needs for 
all of the church facilities. Our current systems have developed ad 
hoc, so we thought it might be time to assess our current needs 
and customize our software and hardware to set us onto a good 
track for the future. This will include a network drive, virus 
protection, internet access and standardized software across all 
our computers. 
 
 
Financial Update 
The weekly budgeted offering for 2010 is $7224 which is in excess 
of $1000 per week more than in 2009. That sounds like a lot, but 
we made a similar increase in 2009. Anything is possible with God 
and so far, with your generosity, it is happening. In March, we 
averaged $7455 per week. This means we can continue to develop 
ministry initiatives for the future of gospel ministry through 
Central Church.  
 
 
Photocopying 
We have maintained a good relationship with Konica Minolta who 
supply our leased photocopier to the office. In March we signed a 
new lease for a new machine that is a better, more versatile 
machine and will also be cheaper than the old one. 
 
 
The Hall Roof 
The contractors are very close to starting the work to replace the roof on the hall. The approvals have all 
been granted and we are just waiting for the contractor to tell us when he can start. He expects the work 
will take a week. 
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ROMANS IN A TERM! ARE YOU CRAZY? 
The answer is probably yes! It seemed like a good idea at ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛǎΦ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΚ 
Because we can so often get frightened tackling a large book, especially one that seems rather complicated, 
like Romans. The purpose of this series of sermons and studies is to demystify the book of Romans. It is a 
powerful book and it is sad if we avoid it because we feel like we are not up to it. 
 
The purpose of the studies is to show how the theology of chapters 1-11 form a foundation for the practical 
teaching in chapters 12-16. We need to get the balance right so that we do not fly too quickly over those 
first chapters but also so that we avoid getting bogged down in every detail.  
 
This is Important 
Because there is a lot to cover, this study series will include daily readings from Romans (and occasionally 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜύΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƭŜŦǘ 
behind on homegroup night. So for the sake of your leader and other members, please spend the time 
reading in advance. 
 
Transformed 
The series is called transformed and that is in fact the goal of the series too - that our lives would be even 
further transformed by the gospel of Jesus. My initial plan was to Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
would have been a suitable title. A critical verse to the letter is in the climax to the introduction where Paul 
testifies: 
 

16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

 

tŀǳƭΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎΦ ¸Ŝǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭΣ ƛǘǎ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ 
the transformation of lives. God saves and transforms. So we find in Romans 12 another pivotal passage: 
 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect 
(Romans 12:2). 

 

History has demonstrated the transforming power of the gospel, especially as Paul explains it in this 
dynamic book. Great men of faith like Augustine, Luther, John Wesley, John Calvin and William Tyndale, all 
count Romans as the book that changed their lives.  
 
The Big Idea 
The big idea is to see how the gospel of God transforms lives - your life and also the lives of others. There 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǿŀǊŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿŀǎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŜǿ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ 
again by the depth of GodΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀǎ tŀǳƭ 
did that the gospel must never be a shameful thing to us. We ought to shout it from the rooftops of our city 
for it is the power God applies to change hearts and lives. 
 
Not Ashamed 
To help us keep that outward focus, each study will finish with a practical issue that often stumps Christians 
who try to share their faith. The aim is to work together to come up with a strategy to deal with these curly 
questions so that we can all grow in our confidence as evangelists. 
 
Personal Reading Guide 
Finally, each week there is a personal reading guide to help you keep up with the flow of the book. You will 
find a place to record a summary of what the passage is about, personal reflections as the passage applies 
to you and a prayer chart for prayers arising from the passage.  
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1 

TROUBLE IN ROME 
It is not all smooth waters in the 
wƻƳŀƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ aǳŎƘ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ 
deals with the relationship between 
Jewish believers and Gentile 
believers. The Roman church 
probably began with Jewish 
believers who were converted at 
Pentecost (Acts 2:10-11). There was 
a large Jewish community in Rome, 
but they had a tough time under 
Roman rule. In Acts 18:2, we learn 
that the Jews were expelled from 
Rome by Emperor Claudius in AD41. 
In the meantime, many Gentiles had 
come to faith in Rome and the 
nature of the church changed. 
When the Jews began to return in 
AD54, they found things were 
different. Tensions in how these 
believers understood the Christian 
life and practice surfaced, leading to 
divisions and confusion. Paul writes 
in the midst of those concerns. 
 

 ROMANS 1:1-17 (AN INTRODUCTION) 

TRANSFORMING POWER 
     

 
 
For Starters 
What are you passionate about? What thing could you talk about for hours? 
 
 
 
Romans is a long letter. You might have guessed that the thing that the Apostle Paul is passionate about is 
what he has written about in the pages this book. 
 
 
 
wŜŀŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ όŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ мΥм-17) and notice the sorts of things he seems to be emphasising. What 
is Paul passionate about? 
 
 
 
A Bit of History 
A basic principle for properly reading a book of the Bible is to understand the history and purpose of the 
book. If we just launch straight in without understanding who the author is, who the recipients are or the 
circumstances in which the book was written, then we are likely to make mistakes. 
 
The recipients are identified as the Christians in Rome. What do 
you know of Rome in the first century? 
 
 
From these opening verses, what is PaǳƭΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
Roman church? 
 
 
 
Chapter 15:23-оо Ŧƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ 
{ǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΚ 
 
 
 
What do you learn about the following from 1:1-мт Χ 
 
 Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 The gospel? 
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Verses 16 and 17 are considered by most commentators to be the summary of the whole book. If that is 
true, what is Romans about? 
 
 
 
 
What does the gospel have power to do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What comfort do you receive from this fact? 
 
 
 
 
 
Are Christians tempted to be ashamed of the gospel? How and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
On occasions, Christians have lost confidence in the power of the gospel and so have tried schemes that 
have led them away from the gospel. Have you seen this happen? Talk about this as a group and think of 
ways we can keep our focus on the true gospel of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
Not Ashamed 
LǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀƴΦ .ǳǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ - ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎǊŀȊȅΦ  
 
How will you respond? Maybe even role play the conversation (HINT: 1:4 might get you started). 
 
 
 
Pray Together 
Pray that you ǿƻƴΩǘ be ashamed of the gospel this week. Talk about people who you have a burden to 
share the gospel with and pray for one another about this. 
 
 
 
To Memorise 
Romans 1:16-17 
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PERSONAL READING GUIDE (week 1)  
Use the table below to make notes on what you read.  
 

Passage Summary Personal Impact My Prayer 
 

1:1-17  
 
 
 
 

  

1:18-32  
 
 
 
 

  

2:1-16  
 
 
 
 
 

  

2:17-29  
 
 
 
 
 

  

3:1-20  
 
 
 
 
 

  

3:21-31  
 
 
 
 
 

  

4:1-25  
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2 
 ROMANS CHAPTERS 1 TO 4 

TRANSFORMING GOSPEL 
     

 
For Starters 
The idea that God might be angry is not a popular idea to many people. What reasons might people have 
for resisting the idea of an angry God? 
 
 
 
 
Romans 1:18-32 
Is God right in being angry at people who have not read the Bible? What justification does Paul give for this 
in these verses? 
 
 
 
What has God done with such ungodly people? Why? 
 
 
 
 
Lǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƴƎŜǊ ŀǘ ǎƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎ ΨDƻŘ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΩ όм WƻƘƴ пΥуύΚ 
 
 
 
 
Romans 2:1-28 
Knowing what we learnt last week about some of the tensions in the Roman Church, who do you think 
chapter 2 is aimed at?  
 
 
 
What mistake had the Jews made? (v. 13). 
 
 
 
 
/ŀƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƛƴ ǾŜǊǎŜ м ōŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ? Explain. 
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Romans 3:1-20 
tŀǳƭΩǎ summary in 3:9 would have been a real blow to ALL hearers. In the context of what Paul is hoping to 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ όǎŜŜ {ǘǳŘȅ мύΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΚ 
 
 
 
 
Romans 3:21-31 
Compare verse 21 with chapter 1:18. What is the answer to the probƭŜƳ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ нΥму ǘƻ оΥнлΚ 
 
 
 
How does God make people righteous? 
 
 
 
Iƻǿ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŎƻƭƭƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΚ 
 
 
 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ 
vital to tell them about the cross? 
 
 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŜƭǎ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛfe, or unlovable, why is it vital to tell them 
about the cross? 
 
 
 
 
Not Ashamed 
L ƪƴƻǿ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ōǳǘ L ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǿƘŜƴ L ŘƛŜ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳt. 
 
How will you respond? Maybe even role play the conversation 
 
 
Pray Together 
Pray that the gospel would take root in the hearts of friends and family who do not know Jesus. 
 
To Memorise 
Romans 1:16-17 
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PERSONAL READING GUIDE (week 2)  
Use the table below to make notes on what you read.  
 

Passage Summary Personal Impact My Prayer 
 

5:1-11  
 
 
 
 

  

5:12-21  
 
 
 
 

  

6:1-14  
 
 
 
 
 

  

6:15-23  
 
 
 
 
 

  

7:1-6  
 
 
 
 
 

  

7:7-12  
 
 
 
 
 

  

7:13-25  
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3 
 

ROMANS 5-7 

TRANSFORMING FAITH 
     

 

 
For Starters 
What changes has being a Christian brought to your life? If you grew up in a Christian home, always 
believing the gospel, talk about how life may have been different had you not followed Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
For Discussion 
Having given a full explanation of the gospel that saves, Paul now spends time talking about the outworking 
of the gospel in the Christian life. 
 
What has our justification brought (5:1) and what does that mean? 
 
 
 
Looking at Romans 5:12-21, there are two types of people in the world. Who are they and describe them 
using the terms Paul uses: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Like any good communicator, Paul anticipates that the objections of the Romans. So he puts those likely 
objections to himself.  Below I have summarised the objection. In the next box, summarise his response. 
(do this in groups if you like): 
 

Verse Objection Response 

6:1 {ƻ ƛŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
us sinners, surely if I sin more, I get 
more grace. 
 
 

 

6:15 {ƻ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ 
WŜǎǳǎΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛŦ L sin, so 
long as I have faith. 
 
 

 

7:7 All this must be the fault of the law. 
The law is what got us into all this 
trouble. 
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Dƻ ōŀŎƪ ƻǾŜǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ р ǘƻ т ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ Ψƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ όƻǊ WŜǎǳǎΣ 
ƘƛƳύΩΣ ΨǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩΣ ΨǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩΣ Ψƛƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩ ŜǘŎΧ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚ 
 
 
 
 
For Your Life 
²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǎƛƴΦ /ŀƴ ŀ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ-going about sin? 
 
 
 
 
Where can a Christian turn when s/he is battling ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƴΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇΚ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not Ashamed 
L ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ DƻŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ 
 
How will you respond? Maybe even role play the conversation. 
 
 
 
 
 
Pray Together 
Pray for each other as you struggle with the sin ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳΦ 
 
 
 
To Memorise 
Recite Romans 1:16-17 to each other. 
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PERSONAL READING GUIDE (week 3) 
Use the table below to make notes on what you read.  
 

Passage Summary Personal Impact My Prayer 
 

8:1-11  
 
 
 
 

  

8:12-17  
 
 
 
 

  

8:18-25  
 
 
 
 
 

  

8:26-30  
 
 
 
 
 

  

8:31-39  
 
 
 
 
 

  

Galatians 
5:1-15 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Galatians 
5:16-26 
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 ROMANS 8 

TRANSFORMING SPIRIT 
     

    
 

 
For Starters 
What is the greatest gift anyone has ever given you? 
 
 
 
 
For Discussion 
8:1 is a summary statement. Why can there be no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus and how is this 
helpful in the context of chapters 6 and 7? 
 
 
 
 
They key to the transformation of the Christian is the work of the Holy Spirit who is the great gift God has 
given the believer. Read over Romans 8:1-мтΦ Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǎ ΨǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΚ   
 
 
 
Paul gives a contrast between the person controlled by the sinful nature (or flesh) and the person 
controlled by the Spirit of God. In the space below, write the difference. 
 
 IN THE FLESH       IN THE SPIRIT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Based on what you have read and written, describe the difference between a converted person and an 
unconverted person.  
 
 
 
Do you think the difference should be obvious in people? 
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Lƴ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ мн ǘƻ мтΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΚ 
 
 
 
 
Being a son of God is not a guarantee of the easy life. After introducing the concept of adoption, Paul 
begins to talk about suffering (verses 17-18 and following). How does Paul deal with the fact of suffering in 
this life? 
 
 
 
 
How does the Spirit help us through difficult times? (8:26-27). 
 
 
 
 
Verse 28 is a favourite memory verse for many ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ 
sometimes. Why? 
 
 
 
 
How does verse 31-32 further advance the argument of verse 28? 
 
 
For Your Life 
There is a strong sense of triumph as the chapter comes to a close. Do you live in the reality of that sort of 
triumphant outlook? Is it realistic? 
 
 
 
Can you be too heavenly minded to be of any earthly use? 
 
 
 
There is much in this chapter about being led by the Spirit of God and walking according to the Spirit. In 
practical terms for day to day life, what does this mean? 
 
 
 
Not Ashamed 
I see too much trouble in the world to be able to believe in the God of the Bible. 
 
How will you respond? Maybe even role play the conversation. 
 
 
Pray Together 
Thank God for his love and faithfulness. 
Pray ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ  
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PERSONAL READING GUIDE (week 4)  
Use the table below to make notes on what you read.  
 

Passage Summary Personal Impact My Prayer 
 

9:1-13  
 
 
 
 

  

9:14-29  
 
 
 
 

  

9:30-33  
 
 
 
 
 

  

10:1-21  
 
 
 
 
 

  

11:1-10  
 
 
 
 
 

  

11:11-
24 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

11:25-
36 
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ROMANS 9-11 

TRANSFORMING PLAN 
  

 
 
For Starters 
Think of a time when someone let you down badly. Describe how you felt and whether it changed your 
relationship with that person. 
 
 
 
 
For Discussion 
All this talk about the law and Israel leads to another issue Paul feels he must resolve - the trustworthiness 
of God. Read 9:1-с ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǎǘǿƻǊǘƘƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǎǘŀƪŜΦ 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΚ όǾΦ с-8) 
 
 
 
Can it be said that the salvation ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ tƭŀƴ . - plan A having failed? 
 
 
 
Humans tend to shake their fists at God, demanding a better explanation for why some are saved, but 
others are not.  Paul deals with this under two objections - verse 14 and then in verse 19. Read those 
ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΦ Iƻǿ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΚ 
 
Is this a cop out? See also Job 42:2-с ŀƴŘ LǎŀƛŀƘ ррΥфΦ Lǎ ƛǘ ƻƪŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ΨǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎΩΚ 
 
 
 
 
Sadly, some Christians have ǳǎŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŀȊƛƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ 
God saves people, he can do it alone and so any sense of mission is lost. What does 10:14-17 say about 
this? 
 
 
Iŀǎ DƻŘ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ tŀǳƭ ŀǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ in 11:1-2a. Read those verses and then 
also read verse 23. How will people of Jewish ethnicity be received into the family of God? 
 
 
 
Paul closes with a beautiful doxology (praise statement). Read verses 33 to 36 and talk about why Paul 
closes this issue in this way. 
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For Your Life 
Is your God too small? Discuss the ways in which we can tend to keep God in a little box. 
 
 
 
 
Has God proved himself faithful to you? In what ways? 
 
 
 
 
Do you find it comforting or annoying that there are things about God that you cannot understand? 
 
 
 
 
Not Ashamed 
There are too many questions about God for me to believe. I need proof. 
 
 
 
 
How will you respond? Maybe even role play the conversation. 
  
 
 
 
 
Pray Together 
Pray through Romans 11:33-36. 
 
 
 
To Memorise 
How are you going with Romans 1:16-17? 
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PERSONAL READING GUIDE (week 5)  
Use the table below to make notes on what you read.  
 

Passage Summary Personal Impact My Prayer 
 

12:1-2  
 
 
 
 

  

12:3-8  
 
 
 
 

  

1 Cor. 
12:1-11 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 Cor. 
12:12-30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 Cor. 
14:26-40 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Ephesians 
4:1-16 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 Peter 
1:13-25 
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ROMANS 12:1 -8 

TRANSFORMED RELATIONSHIPS 
     

        

For Starters 
Commitment to a group seems to be out of fashion. Even church membership is not a popular concept 
anymore. Discuss. 
 
 
 
 
For Discussion 
We find ourselves at a pivotal point of the book of Romans. Paul has spent 11 chapters teaching us about 
salvation, faith, Jesus, the Spirit, God and much more. Now the rubber hits the road.  
 
Read 12:1-2. Paul has demonstrated that God is merciful, so what does he now say is the appropriate 
response? 
 
 
 
What is a living sacrifice? 
 
 
 
 
Why is renewal of the mind important? 
 
 
 
Paul then goes on to address the issue of church life. How does the concept of verse 3 link in with the 
gospel truth that Paul had explained earlier in this letter? 
 
 
 
 
tŀǳƭ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǘƘƛƴƪΩ ǘǿƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǾŜǊǎŜ оΦ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƻǊ ǳƴƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ 
view of ourselves? 
 
 
 
Whatever our gift may be, what are we all being called on to do? 
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For Your Life 
Paul is not only describing a transformed life, but a transformed community of people. Notice that he says 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ΨƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩ (v. 5). Do you tend to see salvation as linked with others or as a solo 
event? 
 
 
 
 
Have you thought much about your gifts? How do you provide depth to your small group? Together as a 
group, affirm the contribution they make to the group. 
 
 
 
 
 
LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ fruit of the 
Spirit (Galatians 5). Is this true? 
 
 
 
 
 
Not Ashamed 
The thing that puts me off Christianity most is the way Christians seem to disagree and fight.  
 
How will you respond? Maybe even role play the conversation. 
 
 
 
 
 
Pray together 
Pray for a spirit of unity and humility within your group. 
 
Talk about people who you have a burden to share the gospel with and pray for one another about this. 
 
 
 
 
Memorise 
For the remainder of the series, we will commit Romans 12:1-2 to memory.  
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PERSONAL READING GUIDE (week 6)  
Use the table below to make notes on what you read.  
 

Passage Summary Personal Impact My Prayer 
 

12:9-21  
 
 
 
 

  

1 Cor 13  
 
 
 
 

  

1 John 
2:7-14 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 John 
3:11-24 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 John 
4 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 John 5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

3 John  
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

Remember Romans 12:1-2 
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ROMANS 12:9 -21 

TRANSFORMED ATTITUDES 
     

        

 
For Starters 
tŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜȅǎΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜȅΦ 
 
 
 
For Discussion 
ά[Ŝǘ ƭƻǾŜ ōŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜέ όǾΦ фύΦ Previously in this letter, Paul has explained the ultimate demonstration of love. 
Where was it and what was it about? 
 
 
 
 
The whole passage seems to be an exposition of genuine love. What expressions of love do you find in 
verses 9 to 16? 
 
 
 
 
Which statements seem unrelated to love? Talk about them as a group and see if you can work out what 
the link is. 
 
 
 
 
Why is there such an emphasis on not taking revenge?  
 
 
 
 
 
For Your Life 
²ƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΚ 
 
 
 
 
As a group, do you demonstrate these qualities? To each other? To others outside the group? 
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In particular, how do you go at: 
 

¶ Showing hospitality to one another? 
 

¶ Showing honour to each other? 
 

¶ Weeping with each other? 
 

¶ Associating with the lowly? 
 

¶ Constant in prayer for one another? 
 
 
 
 
What would it take to build more of these qualities into the group? Think about some meaningful steps to 
take. 
 
 
 
As we have seen throughout the studies, the gospel has the power to transform. What is it about the 
gospel that would help us to become more genuine in love? 
 
 
 
 
Not Ashamed 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƳŀƴƭȅΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƻǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎŜ ƳŜΦ 
 
How will you respond? Maybe even role play the conversation. 
 
 
 
 

Pray Together 
Pray that you would grow in love. Ask God to do His transforming work in your hearts to help you love each 
other and the world more. 
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PERSONAL READING GUIDE (week 7)  
Use the table below to make notes on what you read.  
 

Passage Summary Personal Impact My Prayer 
 

13:1-7  
 
 
 
 

  

13:8-14  
 
 
 
 

  

Titus 3  
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 Peter 
2:13-25 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Mark 
12:13-
17 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 Thess 
5:1-11 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

2 Thess 
1 
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ROMANS 13:1-14 

TRANSFORMED CITIZENS 
     

 
 
Memory 
How are you going at Romans 12:1-2? 
 
 
For Starters 
What was the attitude towards the government in the home where you grew up? 
 
 
 
For Discussion 
Read Romans 13:1-7.  What reason does Paul give for submitting to governing authorities? 
 
 
Do you find this difficult to accept? 
 
 
 
What benefits come to a society through government? 
 
 
 
 
Read verse 3 again. Does it still apply today? (consider your reaction when you get a speeding fine in the 
mail!). 
 
 
 
 
Is Paul saying that Christians must simply let governments do whatever they want, like allowing violent 
video games into Australia without any form of censorship? 
 
 
In verses 8-14, Paul shifts to how we live in relation to one another in this world, and it comes back to love. 
How does love fulfil the law (v. 10)? 
 
 
 
 
Paul wants us to be able to tell the time. What time do we live in? Why is this important? 
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For Your Life 
²Ƙŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀƴ ΨŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΩ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΚ 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you think this principle applies to authorities in our lives other than those in government? How might it 
apply in: 
 

¶ The workplace 
 
 

¶ In the family 
 
 

¶ At church 
 
 

tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎΣ ΨǇǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΦΩ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΚ 
 

 
 
Not Ashamed 
How will you respond? Maybe even role play the conversation. 
 
 

 
 
Pray Together 
Pray for those in government in Australia. 
 
Pray also for the leaders of the churches in Ipswich. 
 
 
 
 
To Memorise 
Continue to work on Romans 12:1-2. 
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PERSONAL READING GUIDE (week 8)  
Use the table below to make notes on what you read.  
 

Passage Summary Personal Impact My Prayer 
 

14:1-12  
 
 
 
 

  

14:13-23  
 
 
 
 

  

15:1-7  
 
 
 
 
 

  

15:8-13  
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 Cor. 8  
 
 
 
 
 

  

1 Cor. 9  
 
 
 
 
 

  

Colossians 
2:16-23 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
  




