TALK 3: SHINING LIGHTS

[IN]JSUFFICIENT: GOD’S POWER IN MY WEAKNESS
[2 CORINTHIANS]
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Feeling out of your depth in ministry?2

Commendable ministry ....

—

. ... is Visible (ch 3:1-3)

The Corinthian Christians are living letters of recommendation
Encouragement - oxygen for the soul

N

. ... is Eternal (ch 3:7-16)
Paul’s is a ministry of eternal life

New versus Old thinking

3. ... is Transformative (ch 3:17-18)
The new covenant does what the old could not - heart change
Being transformed to the image of Jesus

Your work - behold the glory of the Lord

4. ... is Honest (ch 4:1-6)

Honestly proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord

5. ... is Impossible Apart from Christ (ch 3:4-6)
Paul’s feeling of incompetence

Paul's competence comes from God
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TODAY'’S SCRIPTURE: 2 CORINTHIANS 3:1-4:6 (ESV)

Are we beginning fo commend ourselves againe Or do we need, as some do, letters of
recommendation to you, or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation,
written on our[a] hearts, to be known and read by all. * And you show that you are a letter
from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on
tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

4Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. ° Not that we are
sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God,
¢ who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the
Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the
Israelites could not gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, which was being brought to
an end, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? ? For if there was glory in
the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. '°
Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of
the glory that surpasses it. ' For if what was being brought to an end came with glory,
much more will what is permanent have glory.

12Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, ®not like Moses, who would put a veil
over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being
brought to an end. '*But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the
old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken
away. ®Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. ' But when
one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. ' Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is freedom. '® And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For
this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

CH4 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2 But we
have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to
tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend
ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it
is veiled to those who are perishing. * In their case the god of this world has blinded the
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God. ° For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. ¢ For God, who said, “Let light shine out
of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.
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